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INTRODUCTION. 


THE  obje^l  of  the  following  work  is  to 
give  the  people  of  this  happy  land  a 
ftriking  and  experimental  proof  of  the  hor- 
rible effeds  of  anarchy  and  infidelity. 

The  necefTity  of  fuch  an  undertaking,  at 
this  time,  would  have  been,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  precluded,  had  our  public  prints  been 
conduced  with  that  impartiality  and  un- 
daunted adherence  to  truth,  which  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  community  and  of  fuffering 
humanity  demanded  from  them.  But,  fo 
far  from  this,  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  ve- 
hicles of  information  have  moft  induf- 
trioufly  concealed,  or  glofied  over,  the  actions 
€is  well  as  the  motives  of  the  ruling  powers 
in  France-,  they  have  extenuated  all  their 
unheard-of  z&ts  of  tyranny,  on  the  falfe  but 
fpecious  pretence,  that  they  were  conducive 
to  the  eilablifhment  of  a  free  government ; 
arid,  one  of  the  editors  has  not  blufhed  to 
declare,  that  "  It  would  be  an  eajy  matter 
*'  to  apologize'  for  all  the  maffacres  that  have 
*'  taken  place  in  that  country." 
•  "We  have  feen,  indeed,  fome  exceptions  ; 
feme  few  prints  that  have  not  difhonoured 
themfelvejs  by  going  this  length  :  but  even 
theft  have  obferved  a   timid   filence,    ^nd 
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have  avoided  ipeaking  of  the  iliocking  bar- 
barities of  the  French,  with  as  much  caution 
as  if  v/e  v/ere  to  partake  in  the  difgrace, 
and  as  if  it  was  in  our  power  to  hide  them 
from  the  world  and  from  poilerity.  If  they 
have  now  and  then  given  way  to  a  juft  in- 
.dignation,  this  has  been  done  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and  has  been  lb  tiniid,  as  to  do 
them  but  little  honour.  They  have  adled 
.the  part  of  the  tyrannized  people  of  Paris  : 
they  have  huzza'd  every  fucceeding  tyrant, 
.while  on  the  theatre  of  power,  and,  the  ia- 
ftant  he  was  transferred  to  a  fcaffold,  they 
have  covered  him  with  reproach.  They 
have  attributed  to  fadions,  to  individuals, 
what  was  the  work  of  the  national  repre- 
lentatives,  and  of  the  nation  itfelf.  They 
have,  in  fhort,  inveighed  againft  the  mur- 
derers of  the  fallen  aflafTins,  while  they  have, 
in  the  fame  breath,  applauded  the  princi- 
ples on  which  they  aded,  and  on  which 
their  furvivors  and  their  partizans  do  ft  ill 

Thus  has  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  a  liber- 
ty of  which  v/e  fo  juftiy  boaft,  been  not  only 
ufelefs  to  us  during  this  terrible  convul- 
fion  of  the  civilized  world,  but  has  been 
fo  perverted  as  to  lead  us  into  errors,  which 
had  well  nigh  plunged  us  into  the  fituatian 
of  our  diftradled  allies.  Nor  ar^  we  yet 
fccure,      Diforganizing    and    blaiphempus 


INTRODUCTION.  xi 

principles  have  been  difiVminared  among  us 
W'jLh  but  too  n'urh  frjccel's ;  and,  unlds  we 
profir  irom  the  awtui  e:<an^ple  be* ore  ns, 
we  may  yet  ex^jcricncc  all  tne  calamities 
tliat  heaven  anti  earth  now  call  on  -us  to 
d<-plore. 

Fully  impreiTd  w:th  this  pt^rflinfion,  th,e 
author  oftirefe  iheecs  has  ventured  to  unde- 
ceive the  miOurded  ;  to  tear  afide  the  veil, 
and  fhew  to  a  yet  happy  people  the  dangers 
they  have  to  tcur.  Wiih  this  objecSh  in  view, 
he  ha:s  too  much  conhcitnce  in  the  good 
fenfe  and  piety  of  the  major  part  of  his 
countr)'men,  not  to  be  alTured,  that  his  ef-" 
forts  will  be  feconded  by  their  zeal  In  the 
caufe  of  order  and  religion. 

The  materials  for  the  work  have  been  col- 
Itfted  from  different  publications,  all  writ- 
ien  by  Frenchmen^  and  all,  except  one,  from 
which  only  a  few  extracts  were  made, 
printed  at  P.  ris. 

Well  aware  that  perfons  of  a  certain  de- 
fcription  v/ill  leave  nothing  untried  to  difcre- 
dit  a  performiance  of  this  nature,  the  author 
has  taken  particular  care  to  mention  the 
work,  and  even  the  page,  from  which  each 
fact  is  extracted. 

He  forefees  that  the  cant  of  modern  pa- 
triotifm  will  be  pouied  forth  againft  him  on 
this  occafion.  He  knows  that  he  fiiall  be 
reprefenred  as  an  enemy  of  the  French  na- 
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tion  and  of  the  caufe  of  liberty.  To  this  he, 
will  anfwer  before  hand,  with  the  franknefs 
of  a  man  who  thinks  no  freedom  equal  to 
that  of  fpeaking  the  truth.  As  to  the  indi- 
viduals compofing  this  tormerly  amiable  na- 
tion, many  ot  ihem,  and  he  hopes  very 
many,  are  flill  inritled  to  his  love  and 
efteem.  He  has,  from  his  infancy,  been  an 
admirer  of  their  fprightly  wit ;  he  owes  a 
thoufand  ob  igations  to  their  officious  hofpi- 
tality,  and  has  long  boaiied  of  their  friend- 
Ihip.  BiiC,  with  efpeCt  to  the  regenerated 
French,  he  would  blufli  to  be  thougnt  their 
friend,  after  what  he  has  recorded  in  tliis 
volume. — And,  js  to  the  caufe  of  Hberty,  if 
that  caufe  is  to  be  maintained  by  falfehood, 
blafphemy,  robbery,  violation  and  murder, 
lie  is,  and  trulls  he  ever  fiiall  be,  its  avowed 
and  mortal  enemy. 
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Facts  taken  from  UHiJioire  du  Clerge  Fran- 
fois,  or,  The  Hijtory  of  the  French  Clergy^ 
by  the  Abbe  BarrueL 

IT  will  be  recollecTted  by  the  greateft  p^rt 
of  my  readers,  that,  foon  after  the  be- 
ginning of  the  French  Revolution,  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly  conceived  the  plan  of  de- 
flroying  the  religion  of  their  forefathers. 
In  order  to  efFe6fc  this  they  feparated  the 
Galilean  church  from  that  of  Rome,  and 
impofed  an  oath  on  the  clergy,  which  they 
could  not  take,  without  becoming  apoflates 
in  the  fuUeft  fenfe  of  the  word.  All  the 
worthy  and  confcientious  part  of  that  body 
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rcfiifed  of  courfe,  and  diis  refufal  was  made 
a  pretext  to  drive  them  from  their  livings, 
and  fill  the  vacancies  with  fuch  as  had  more 
pHant  confciences,  principles  better  adapted 
to  the  impious  fyilem,  which  the  leaders  in 
the  AiTembly  had  prepared  for  their  too  cre- 
dulous countrymen. 

The  ejeftment  of  the  priefthood  Vv^as  at- 
tended vv'ith  numberlefs  afls  of  moil  atro- 
cious and  wanton  cruelty  :  theie  have  been 
recorded  by  the  Ahhe  Barrtidj  in  a  work  en- 
titled, "The  Fiiftory  of  the  French  Clergy  \ 
and,  though  what  is  here  to  be  found  will 
dv/indle  into  nothing,  v/hen  compared  to 
-what  I  h«we  extraded  from  other  works, 
yet  it  could  not  be  wholly  omitted,  v.'ithout 
fhowing  a  degree  of  infenfibiiity  for  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  thefe  men,  that  I  am  perfuaded  the 
reader  would  not  have  excufed.  I  fhali  there- 
fore begin  the  relation  with  fome  extrads  from 
that  work. 

It  will  be  obferved,  that  thefe  extrads, 
as  well  as  ail  thofe  that  compofe  this  compi- 
lation, are  an  abridged  tranilation  nom  the 
French;  but,  as  far  as  relates  to  thofe  con- 
tained in  this  chapter,  the  Am-crican  reader 
may  eafily  verify  the  tranflation  by  exa- 
mining the  Englifli  edition  of  the  Abbe 
BarnieVs  work,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
moil  parts  of  the  Union, 
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Soon  after  the  nrft  National  Afiembly 
har?  viccreed,  that  the  Comtar  of  Avignon 
b  -  .-iged  to  the  French  nation,  an  ariny  of 
•  lins,  o^  whom  one  Jourdan,  fLir-named 
t-  :  Cut- throat,  was  the  commander,  took 
pOifefTion  of  the  unfortunate  city  of  Avig- 
non. The  churches,  were  immediarely  pil- 
laged, the  facred  vafes  profaned  and  carried 
off,  :.nd  the  altars  levelled  to  the  ground. 
Tlie  prifons  were  focn  filled,  and  the  un- 
happy vi6lims  were  releafed  only  to  fjfter 
death.  A  deep  pit  was  dug  to  receive  their 
dead  bodies,  fix  hundred  of  which  were 
throvn  into  it,  m.angled  and  difcorted,  be- 
fo;-e  ten  o'clock  the  next  day.  Among 
them  wa3  Mr.  Nolhac,  a  pried,  in  the  eigh- 
tieth year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  thirty 
year:,  reflor  of  St.  Symphorien,  a  parifli 
which  he  preferred  to  all  others,  and  which 
he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  quit  for  a 
more  lucrative  one,  becaufe  he  would  not 
dcfert  the  poor.  During  his  re6lorihip  he 
had  been  the  comm.on  father  of  his  parifh- 
ionerSj  the  refuge  of  the  indio-ent,  the  com- 
forter  of  the  aiSiiiied,  and  the  fiend  and 
counfeilor  of  every  honeil  man.  When 
the  hour  of  danger  approached,  his  friends 
advifed  him  to  fiy  ;  but  no  intreaties  could 
B  2 
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prevail  on  him  to  abandon  his  Bock:    "  No,^* 
iliicl   the   good  old  man,   **  I  have  watched 
*',  over  them  in  the  halcyon  days  of  peace, 
**  and  fhall  I  now  leave  them  midfl  ftorms 
"  and   tempefts,  without   a  guides    without 
"  any    one    to    comfort   them    in   their   lad 
"  dreary  moments?" — Mr.  Nolhac,  who,  till 
row^  had  been  refpefted  even   by  the  Cut- 
throatS;,  v/as  lent  to  the  prifon   the   evening 
before  the  execution.      His  appearance  and 
his  falu ration,  were  thofe  of  a  confoling  an- 
gel:    "  r  come,   my  children,   to  die    with 
*^  you  :  we  fhall  foon  appear  in  the  prefence 
"  of  that  God  whom  we  ferve,  and  who  will 
*^  not  defert  us  in  the  hour  of  death.'*     He 
fortified  their  drooping  courage,  adminiflered 
the  lad  confolatory  pledges  of  his  love,  and, 
the  next  day  embraced  and  cheered  each  in- 
dividual as  he  was  called  forth  by  the  mur- 
derers.    I'wo  of  thefe  flood  at  the  door  with 
a  bar  of  iron  in  their  hands,  and  as  the  pri- 
fbners    advanced   knocked  them  down :    the 
bodies    were    th^n    delivered    over    to    the 
other    ruffians,    who    hacked   and    disfigured 
them    with    their    fabres,   before   they   threw 
them  into  the  pit,  that  they  might  not  after- 
v/ards   be   known    by  their   friends    and    re- 
lations.—  When    the    Cut-throats   were   dif-^ 
perfed,  every  one  was  anxious  to  find  the  body 
of   Mr.   Nolhac.     It  was  at   lail  difcovered 
by   the  calTock,   and  the   crucifix  "  which  he 
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wore  on  his  breafl.  It  hai  bten  pierced  in 
fifty  pJaces>  and  the  fkull  was  maihed  to 
pieces. 

Page  210. 

Several  priefls  were  condu6led  to  La- 
grave,  wliere  they  were  told  that  they  mull 
take  the  oath,*  or  fuffcr  death.  Among 
them  was  Snlpician  of  98  years  of  age,  and 
a  young  Abbe  of  the  name  of  NovL  The 
whole  chofe  death,  the  venerable  Sulpician 
leading  the  v/ay.  The  trial  of  Mr.  Novi 
was  pardcularly  fevere.  The  ruffians  brought 
his  father  to  the  fpot,  and  told  him,  if 
he  could  perfuade  his  fon  to  fwear,  he 
fhould  live.  The  tender  old  man,  wavering, 
hefitating  between  the  feelings  of  nature  and 
the  duties  of  religion,  at  lalt  yields  to  pa- 
rental fondnefs,  throws  his  arm^s  round  his 
child's  neck,  buries  his  fice  in  his  bofom,. 
and  v/ith  tears  and  fobs  prefles  his  compli- 
ance. "  Oh  1  inv  child,  my  child,  fpare  the 
'*  life  cf  yo^jr  Father  I" — '^'My  dearefl  Fa- 

■  *  This  oath  amounted  to  neither  more  nor  lefs- 
than  direft  perjury,  fmce^,  by  taking  it,  they  muil 
break  the  oach  they  had  made  wiicn  they  enrcred  uiii. 
pciefthood. 

B  -^ 
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"  ther!— My  dcarefl  Father/'  returned  t?-ie 
Abbe,  *'  I  will  do  more.  I  will  do  more. 
**  I  will  die  worthy  of  you  and  my  God. 
*^  You  educated  me  a  Catholic :  I  am  a 
*'  priefb,  a  fervant  of  the  Lord.  It  will 
''  be  a  greater  comfort  to  you,  in  your 
"  gray  hairs,  to  have  your  Ion  a  martyr 
'*  than  an  apoftate."— The  villains  tear  them 
afunder,  and  amidft  the  cries  and  lamenta- 
tions of  the  father,  ex^tend  the  fon  before  him^ 
a  bleeding  corps.. 

Page  211. 

In  the  fame  town,  and  on  the  fame  day^, 
thQ  axe  was  fufpended  over  the  head  of  Mr^ 
Teron,  when  the  revolutionifts  bethought 
them  that  he  had  a  fon.  This  {on  was  a<. 
bout  ten  years  of  age,  and,  in  order  to  en- 
joy the  father's  torments,  and  the  child's 
tears  both  at  a  time,  he  was  brought  to  the 
place  of  execution.  His  tears  and  cries  gave 
a  relifii  to  the  ferocious  banquet.  After  tir- 
ing themfeives  wath  the  fpeaacle,  they  put 
the  father  to  death  before  the  eyes  of  the 
child,  whom  they  befmeared  with  his  bloody 
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Page  217. 

After  having  fpoken  of  the  condu(5l  of  the 
magiftrates  and  mob  at  Bourdeaux,  the  hif- 
torian  mentions  the  death  of  Mr.  Langoiran 
and  the  Abbe  Dupuis^  thus. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  court-houfe,  the 
Abbe  Dupiiis  received  a  firfl  wound:  others 
foon  levelled  him  to  the  ground.  A  young 
lad,  of  about  fifteen  or  fixteen,  cut  a  hole 
in  the  cheek  with  a  knife,  to  hold  up  the 
head  bv>  while  others  were  employed  in 
haggling  it  from  the  body,  which  was  ftill  in. 
agonies.  This  operation  not  fucceeding  in. 
fuch  a  crowd,  they  i:ook  hold  of  the  legs,  and 
dragged  the  carcafe  about  thtt  ilreets  and 
round  the  ramparts. 

'Mr.  Langoiran  had  but  juft  {et  his  foot 
on  the  firfl:  flep  of  the  Itairs,  when  he  was 
knocked  d.own.  His  head  v/as  hacked  off 
in  an  inftant,  and  a  ruffian  held  it  up,,  cryino-- 
aloud :  "  oft  with  your  hats  !  long  live  the 
*^  nation/*  The  bareheaded  populace  an- 
fwered:  "  long  live  the  nation.'*  The  head 
v/LS  then  carried  round  the  town  in  fignal  of 
a  triumph>  gained  by  a  tum.ultuous  populace 
and  ten  thoufand  foldiers  under  arms,  over 
a  poor  defencelefs  prieft* 
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Page  218. 

The  14th  of  July,  ib  famous  in  the  annals 
of  the  Revolution,  was  this  year  celebrated 
at  Limoges,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Chabrol. 
He  was  a  moil  ufeful  member  of  fociety  ; 
diftinguifhed  round  his  neighbourhood  as  a 
bone-fjtterj  he  was  at  once  the  furgeon  and 
the  pailor  of  his  parifhioners  -,  and  among 
his  murderers  were  fome  of  thofe  who  owed 
to  him  the  ufe  of  their  limbs.  He  was  of  a 
quick  and  impetuous  temper,  and  indued 
v/ith  uncommon  bodily  ilrcngth.  His  death 
certainly  was  not  that  of  a  chriftian  martyr ; 
but  it  deferves  particular  notice,  as  a  iiriking 
proof  of  the  cowa.dly  ferocity  of  the  French- 
populace.- 

He  had  taken  fhelter  at  a  magiftrate^^s,  and 
begged  leave  to  elude  the  mob  by  going  out 
of  the  houfe  the  back  way ;  but  the  magi- 
ftiate  durft  not  comply.     He  was  forced  to- 
face   his  biood-thirfty  purfuers.     The  indig- 
nant prieft  met  them  at  the  door ;.  the  attack 
inftantly   began.     Without  a  fmgle  weapon 
of  defence,  he  had  to  encounter  hundreds  of 
the  mob,   armed  with   clubs,   guns,   fabres,, 
and  knives  5  bur,  notwithftanding  the  amaz- 
ing inequality,  he  held  them  a  loiig  time  at- 
bay.     f'^ome  he  il^led  to  the  ground,  others 
rau  f.Oiu  him  3  he  tor^  a  bayonet  out  of  bis 
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Ac{hy  and  flabbing  it  into  the  bread  of  his 
adverfary,  fent  him  to  die  among  the  crowd. 
At  laft,  weakened  with  the  lofs  of  blood,  he 
falls,  and  the  bafe  and  mercilefs  fc-oundreis 
cry,  lo  the  lamp-pojl.  The  idea  of  hanging 
reanimates  the  remaining  drops  in  his  veins. 
He  rifes  upon  his  legs  for  the  laft  time ;  but 
numbers  prevailed  ;  again  he  falls,  covered 
with  wounds,  and  expires.  His  laft  groan 
is  followed  by  the  ferocious  howl  of  vi6iory  ; 
the  daftardly  afTaftins  fet  no  bounds  to  their 
infults ;  they  cut  and  hacked  his  body  to 
pieces,  and  wrangled  for  the  property  of  his 
ragged  and  bloody  cafTock. 

Page  268. 

As  foon  as  the  unfortunate  Loifis  XVI.  had 
been  transferred  from  his  throne  to  a  loath- 
fome  prifon,  the  National  AfTembly  formed 
a  plan  for  the  total  extirpation  of  the  priefts, 
and  with  them  the  Chriftian  Religion.  The 
minifters  of  the  altar  were  feized  and  thrown 
into  prifon,  or  tranfported,  from  every  part 
of  the  country.  At  Paris  about  three  hun- 
dred of  them  were  fhut  up,  in  order  to  be 
maflacred,  and  were  actually  put  to  death 
during  the  firft  and  fecond  weeks  of  Septem- 
ber,  1792,- 
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About  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  thefe 
unhappy  men  were  confined  in  the  convent 
of  the  Carmelites.  A  troop  of  aiTafllns  ccin- 
menced  the  maiTacre  in  the  gajden,  wher^e 
the  priefcs  were  permitted  to  take  the  air; 
but  while  they  were  proceeding,  a  commiiTary 
arrived,  and  informed  them  that  the  work 
was  not  to  go  on  that  way.  There  were  now 
about  a  hundred  left  alive,  who  v/ere  all  or- 
dered into  the  fanduary  of  the  church  -,  but, 
to  get  thither,  they  had  to  pafs  through  a 
crowd  of  their  mAirderers.  One  received  a 
ball,  another  a  blow,  and  another  a  flab  :  fo 
that,  when  arrived  in  the  fanituary,  they  pre- 
fented  a  fcene,  the  moll  heart-piercing  that 
eyes  ever  beheld.  Some  were  dragged  in 
wounded,  others  quite  dead.  Even  here, 
though  furrounded  by  a  detachment  of  fol- 
diers,  the  blood- thir fly  mob  ruihed  in  upon 
them,  and  mairdered  feverai  at  the  very  altar. 
The  fanfluary  of  a  Chriflian  church  was,  for 
the  firfl  time  fince  the  bielled  Redeemer  ap- 
peared amiong  men,  filled  with  a  promifcuous 
group  of  the  living,  the  dying,  and  the  dead. 
The  marble  pavement  was  covered  with  dirt 
and  gore  and  mangled  carcafes,  and  the  fides 
of  the  altar  fplafhed  with  blood  and  brains. 

The  foldiers  had  not  been  brought  to 
fave  the  lives  of  the  priells :  the  commill^uy 
who  headed  them  was  to  execute  a  plan 
of  more  deliberate  murder.     The  furviving 
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pi-iefis  were  called  out  two  at  a  time,  and 
innrdered  in  the  prefence  of  the  CijmiTiilTary, 
wliO  took  their  n.tmes  down  in  a  book,  as  he 
was  anfwerablc  for  their  aiTaffination.  Of 
all  that  were  found  here,  only  four  or  five 
efcaped  —  fhe  like  undiftinguilhed  carnage 
was  exhibited  at  the  other  prilons. 

Every  one  of  thefe  men  might  have  faved 
his  life  by  taking  the  proffered  oath,  yet  not 
one  of  them  condcfcended  to  do  it.  Let  the 
inhdel  fliow  us,  if  he  can,  any  thing  like  this 
m  the  annals  of  his  impious  fedl. 

Page  318. 

At  the  gate  of  the  prifon  of  La  Force, 
the  ai^'^lTins  were  placed  in  two  rows  :  the 
two  ruffians,  called  judges,  who  gave  the 
fignal  of  death,  were  placed  at  the  gate ; 
and,  as  foon  as  the  prifbner  pafled  them,  the 
afiafims  difpatched  him.  with  their  knives  or 
iabres,  throwing  the  bodies  in  a  heap  at  the 
end  of  the  line.  At  the  foot  of  this  trophy 
of  dead  bodies,  fays  the  hifloria^i,  we  muft 
now  exhibit  a  fcehe  of  a  dliferent  kind,  in 
the  murder  of  the  princefs  ot  Lam.balie.  She 
had  retired  in  iafecy  to  Loiidcm  ;  but  her  at- 
tachm.ent  10  the  royal  family  would  not  lufFer 
her  to  remain  in  her  afylum,  while  they  were 
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Cxpofed.  Her  fidelity  was  a  crime  that  the 
infidelity  of  her  enemies  could  never  for- 
give. 

When  this  illuftrious  victim  was  brought 
forth,   ihe  was    afked    to    fwear    an    eternal 
hatred  to  the  king,  the  queen,  and  to  roy- 
alty.    '^  The  oath,"  faid  Aie,   «^  is  foreign  i;o 
**  the   fentiments    of  my  heart,    and   I   will 
**  never   take   it." — She  was    inftantly  deli- 
vered over  to  the  minifters  of  death*     Thefe 
ruffians    pretend   to   carefs    her,    ftroke   her 
cheeks    with   their  hands  ^yet    reeking   with 
human  blood,    and   thus   conduct  her  along 
the  line.     Amidft  all  thefe  infults  her  cou- 
rage never  deferted   her.     When   arrived   at 
the    heap   of  dead    bodies,  fhe  was  ordered 
to   kneel,    and   afk   pardon   of   the   nation : 
"  I    have   never    injured    the   nation,"    Ihe 
rephed,    "    nor   will    I    afk   it's  pardon." — 
"  Down,"  faid  they,    "  and  aflc  pardon,  if 
"  you  Willi  to  live."     ''  No,"  faid  fhe,  ''  I 
"  fcorn    to   afl^    pardon   from   afTafTins   tliat 
"  call  themfelves  the  nation:    I   will  never 
^^  bend  my  knee,  or  accept  of  a  favour  at 
«  fuch  hands." 

Her  foul  was  fuperior  to  fear.  "  Kneel  and 
*'  alk  pardon,"  was  heard  from  a  thoufand 
voices,  but  in  vain.  Two  of  the  alTatrins 
now  feized  her  arms,  and,  pulHng  her  from 
fide  to  fide,  nearly  diflocated  her  fhoulders. 
"  Go  on,  fcoundrels,"  faid  the  heroic  prin- 
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eels,  "  1  v/ill  aflc  no  pardon." — In  a  rage 
to  fee  themfelves  thus  overcome  by  the  con- 
ftancy  of  a  woman,  they  dafhed  her  down, 
and  rallied  in  upon  her  with  their  knives 
and  poignards.  Her  head  foon  appeared 
hoifled  upon  a  liberty  pike,  and  her  heart, 
2L(ti^r  i?eing  hit  by  one  of  the  ruffians,  v/as  put 
into  a  bafon.  Both  were  carried  in  triumph 
through  the  (Ireets  of  Paris.  /\t  lail,  after 
having  feafted  the  eyes  of  t'^e  multitude,  the 
bearers  took  them  to  the  Temple,  now  be- 
come a  prifon,  where  one  of  the  nvo  com- 
miHaries  that  guarded  the  king,  called  him 
to  the  window,  that  he  might  fee  it  ^  but  his 
companion,  a  little  more  hum/ane^,  prevented 
the  unfortunate  monarch  from  approaching. 
A  fainting  fit,  from  hearing  of  the  event, 
fortunately  faved  the  queen  from  the  heart- 
rending fight. 

The  bodyi  flripped  naked  and  the  bowels 
hanging  out,  was  expofed  to  view  on  the 
top  of  the  murdered  viclim,  where  it  re~ 
rhained  till  the  mafiacre  was  over. 


Page  327. 

.A. great  fire  was  made  in  the  Place-Dau- 
phine,   a"  which  many,   1.  oth  men  and  wo- 
men, were  leaded.  "  The  Countefs  of  Peri^- 
C 
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nan  with  her  three  daughters  were  dragged 
thither.  They  were  ilrij^ped,  rubbed  over 
with  oil,  and  then  put  to  the  fire.  The  eldeft 
of  the  daughters,  who  was  iifteen,  begged 
them  to  put  an  end  to  the  torments,  and  a 
young  fellow  lliot  her  through  the  head. 
The  cannibals,  who  were  fhouting  and  dan- 
cing round  the  fire,  enraged  to  fee  them- 
felves  thus  deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  hear- 
ing her  cries,  feized  the  too  merciful  mur- 
derer, and  threw  him  into  the  flames. 

When  the  Countefs  v/as  dead,  they 
brought  fix  prierts,  and  cutting  off  feme  of 
the  roaflcd  flefli,  prefented  them  each  a 
piece  to  eat.  They  fhut  their  eyes,  and 
made  no  anfwer.  The  oideft  of  tlie  priefts 
was  then  dripped,  and  tied  oppofite  the  fire. 
The  mob  told  the  others,  that  perhaps  they 
rnight  prefer  tlie  relilh  of  a  prieft's  fiefh  to 
that  of  a  Countefs  -,  but  they  fuddenly 
rufhed  into  the  flames.  The  barbarians 
tore  them  out  to  prolong  their  torments ; 
not,  however,  before  they  were  dead,  and 
beyond  the  reach  even  of  Parifian  cruelty. 

Page  32S, 

On  Monday,  September  3,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  a  man,  or  rather  a  moniler. 
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named  Philip,  living  in  the  Rreet  of  the 
Temple,  came  to  the  Jacobin  Cliib,  of 
which  he  was  a  member;  and,  wirh  a  box 
in  his  haiivl,  rnounted  the  tribune.  Here  he 
made  a  lon^,  fpeech  on  patriotilm,  conclu- 
ding; by  a  dcchiration,  that  he  looked  upon 
tw^yy  one  who  preferred  iiie  ties  of  blood 
and  of  nature  to  that  of  patriotic  duty,  as 
\n  ariftocrat  worthy  of  deaih  ;  and,  to  con- 
vince them  of  tiie  purity  and  fincerity  of 
his  own  principles,  he  opened  the  box,  and 
held  up,  t^y  tl^e  grey  hair,  the  bloody  and 
fbriveiied  herds  of  his  father  and  HiOther, 
"  which  I  have^cut  off,"  faid  the  in-ipious 
v/retch,  "  becaufe  they  obftinately  perfnled 
*'  in  not  hearing  mafs  from  a  coniiitutional 
*'  prieft**"  The  fpeech  of  this  parricide  re- 
ceived the  louded  applaufes  •,  and  the  two 
heads  were  ordered  to  be  buried  beneath 
the  bulls  of  Ankerfi-orm  and  Brutus,  be- 
hind the  prefident's  chair  |. 

*  That  is  one  of  tiie  apoflates. 

f  According^  to  Monfieur  Peltier,  in  his  pivflure  of 
Paris,  the  number  of  perfons  inurdered  in  the  diff^^enc 
priibns  of  that  cuy,  from  Sunday  the  2d  to  Friday  the 
7th  of  Si^pte/nber  1 792,  amounted  to  i  ,005.  To  thefe, 
he  fay^,  ihould  be  added  the  poor  creatures  who  were 
put  to  djath  in  the  Iiofpital  of  Bicetre,  and  in  the  yards 
of  la  Sa'petriere  ;  thofe  who  were  drowned  at  the  hofpi- 
ul  of  ia  Force;  and  ali  thofe  who  were  dragged  out  of 
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The  lail  fad  related  is  of  fuch  a  horrid 
nature,  th.it,  though  fo  well  authenticated, 
it  would  almoil  ftagger  our  belief,  had  we 
not  proof  of  fo  many  others,  which  equal, 
if  not  furpafs  it.  I  fliall  here  extradt  one 
from  La  Ccnjuraticn  de  Aiaximilien  R&hef- 
perrcy  a  work  publilhed  at  Paris  in  the  year 

^795- 

The  author,  after  fpeaking  of  the  unna- 
tural ferocioufneis  which  the  revolution  had 
produced  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  fays 
(page  162)  I  v^iil  here  give  a  proof,  and  a 
iiiocking  one  it  is. — Gamier  of  Orleans  had 
a  Ion,  who  had  been  intended  for  the  prieft- 
hood,  and  had  been  initiated  in  the  iub- 
deaconfuip-,  confequently  he  was  attached 
to  the  Chrillian  faith.  His  father  one  day 
feized  him  by  the  throat,  and  led  hioi  to 
the  revolutionary  tribunal,  where  he  was 
indantly  condemned  ;  nor  would  the  bar- 
barous father  quit  his  child  till  he  law  his 
head  levered  iroiri  his  body.  After  the 
execution  v/as  over,  the  tribunal,  ever  as 
capricious  as  bloody,  feigned  remorfe,  and 
wrie  proceeding  to  concicmn  the  father  ;  but 
the  National  Convention,  informed  of  the 
affair,  annulled    the   procels,   and    pubhcly 

the  dungeons  of  the  Conciergerie  and  the  Chitelet,  to 
be  butchered  on  the  Pont-au-Change,  \vh:cji  may  be 
compLUcd,  without  exaggoration,  at  8,000  individuals. 
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applauded  the  condu6l  of  the  unnatural  fa- 
ther^  as  an  imitator  of  the  republican  Brutus. 

In  the  extrads  from  the  hiilory  of  the 
French  clergy,  the  propofed  limits  of  this 
work  has  obliged  me  to  forego  the  ple^fure 
of  mentioning  a  great  number  of  fadts, 
which  refiedl  infinite  honour  on  that  calum- 
niated and  unfortunate  body  of  men,  as 
well  as  on  the  Chriftian  religion.  The  fol- 
lowing trait,  however,  I  cannot  prevail  on 
myfelf  to  omit. 

Page  341. 

At  Rhelms  lived  a  man,  who,  from  the 
;number  of  his  years,  migiit  be  calli^d  the 
dean  of  Chriftendom ;  and,  from  the  [ame 
of  his  virtues,  the  pried,  by  excellence.  He 
had  long  been  known  by  no  other  name 
than  that  of  the  holy  prieft.  This  was  Mr, 
Pacquot,  re(5lor  of  St.  Jonn's.  When  the 
revolutionary  aflafiins  broke  into  his  orato- 
ry, they  found  him  on  his  knees.  A  true 
and  faithful  difciple  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  he 
yielded  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  his  ex-::/.!- 
tioners  without  fo  much  as  a  murmur,  .nd 
fiaffered  himfelf  to  be  led  before  the  lero- 
C  -^ 
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clous  maglflirate,  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter. 
He  crofied  the  ilreet  finging  the  pfalms  of 
David,  while  the  fanguinary  ruffians  that 
conduced  him,  endeavoured  to  drown  his 
voice  by  their  blai[ohemies.  At  the  threfh- 
old  of  the  town -hall  an  attempt  was  made 
to  murder  him,  but  the  mayor  interfered, 
faying  to  the  people,  "  What  are  you  about  ? 
*^  This  old  fellow  is  beneath  notice.  He  is 
''  a  fool:  fanaticifm  has  turned  his  brain.'* 
Thefe  words  roufed  the  venerable  old  man, 
"  No,  Sir,"  fays  he,  '^  I  am  neither  a  fool 
"  nor  a  fanatic,  nor  fhall  my  life  take  re- 
*'  fuge  under  fuch  an  ignominious  fhelter. 
"  I  wifh  you  to  know,  that  T  was  never 
*^  more  in  my  fober  fenfes.  Thefe  men 
"  have  tendered  me  an  oath,  decreed  by 
*'  the  National  AlTembly.  I  am  well  ac- 
"•  quainted  with  the  nature  of  this  oath:  1 
*^  know  that  it  is  impious,  and  fubverfive  of 
'^  religion.  They  leave  me  the  choice  of 
**  the  oath  or  death,  and  I  choofe  the  lat- 
*'  ten  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  convinced  you 
*'  that  I  am  in  my  fenfes,  and  know  per-? 
*'  fe6tly  well  what  I  am  about." — Th^ 
nettled  magiftrate  immediately  abandonee^ 
him  to  the  mob.  '^  Which  of  you,"  fiid 
the  old  man,  "  is  to  have  the  patriotic  ho- 
"  nour  of  being  my  murderer?" — "  I  am," 
fays  a  man  who  moved  in  a  fphere  that 
ought  to   have   diilinguiflied  him  from   a 
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horde  of  ruffians.  "  Let  me  einbrace  you, 
*^  then/'  fays  Mr.  Pacquot ;  which  he  a(5i:u- 
ally  did,  and  prayed  to  God  to  forgive  him. 
This  done,  the  hard-hearted  villain  gave 
him  the  firfl  blow,  and  his  companions  bu- 
ried their  bayonets  in  his  emaciated  breaft. 

The  reader's  heart,  I  hope,  will  teach  him 
the  love  and  veneration,  that  every  Chriftian 
ought  to  feel  for  the  memory  of  this  evan- 
gelical old  man. 

If  the  death  of  all  the  murdered  priefts 
was  not  marked  with  fuch  unequivocal 
proofs  of  conftancy  and  fidelity  as  that  of 
Mr.  Pacquot,  it  was,  perhaps,  becaufe  a  like 
opportunity  did  not  always  prefent  itfeif 
One  thing  we  knov/;  that,  by  taking  an 
oath  contrary  to  their  faith,  they  might  not 
only  have  efcaped  the  knives  of  their  aflnf- 
fins,  but  might  have  enjoyed  an  annual  in- 
come. Their  refufing  to  do  this  is  an  in- 
controvertible teftim.ony,  that  they  were  no 
inapoftors  or  hypocrites,  but  fincere  believers 
of  the  religion  they  taught,  and  that  they 
valued  that  religion  more  than  life  itfeif 5 
and,  this  is  the  beil:  anfwer  that  can  poflibly 
l>e  given  to  ail  the  fcandalous  and  atrocious 
calumnies  that  their  enemies  and  the  ene- 
mies of  Chririianity  have  vomited  foitb 
againft:  them. 
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CHAP.     IL 


Facts  taken  from  La  Relation  des  Cruautes, 
commifes  dans  les  Lyonnois, 

THE  next  work  that  prefents  itfelf,  foj- 
iovving  the  chronological  order,  is 
La  Relation  des  Cruauthy  commijes  dans  les 
Lyonnois,  or  ne  Relation  of  the  Cruelties, 
cofnmitted  in  the  Lyonnefe, 

Page  37. 

The  grand  fcene  of  deftru^lion  and  maf- 
facre  Vy^as  opened  in  the  once-flourifliing 
and  opulent  city  of  Lyons,  by  a  public  pro- 
fanation of  all  thofe  things  that  had  been 
looked  upon  as  facred.  The  murderers  in 
chief,  chofen  froai  among  the  members  of 
the  National  Convention,  were  a  play-a6lor 
and  a  man  who,  under  the  old  government, 
had  been  a  bum-baiiifF.  Their  firll  flep  was 
to  brutify  the  minds  of  the  populace;  toex- 
tinguifh  the  remaining  fparks  of  humanity 
and  religion,  by  teaching  them  to  fet  heaven 
and  an  hereafter  at  defiance  i  in  order  to 
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prepare  them  for  the  maiTacres,,  which  they 
were  commilTioned  to  execute. 

A  mock  procefTion  was  formed,  in  imi- 
tation of  thofe  obferved  by  the  Catholic 
church,  It  was  headed  by  a  troop  of  men 
bearins:  in  their  hands  the  chaHces  and 
other  vafes  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
pkindered  churches.  At  the  iiead  of  the 
procefTion  there  was  an  af=,  drr-fTed  in  the 
veflments  of  the  priells  that  the  revolutio- 
nary army  had  murdered  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  city,  with  a  mitre  on  his  head. 
This  beafb,  a  beafl  of  the  fame  kind  on 
which  our  Redeem.er  rode,  now  bore  a 
load  of  crucifixes^  and  other  fymbols  of  the 
Chriflian  religion  i  having  the  old  and  new 
tefcam.ent  tied  to  his  tall.  Vvhen^this  pro- 
ceiilon  came  to  the  fpot  v/hich  had  been 
fixed  on  for  the  pui-pofe^  the  bible  Vv^as  burnt, 
and  the  afs  given  to  drink  out  of  the  Sacra- 
mental cup,  amidft  the  fhouts  and  rejoicing 
•of  the  blafphemoLis  ailutants. 

Such  a  beginning  plainly  foretold  what 
was  to  follow.  An  undifiinguifljed  butche- 
ry of  ail  the  rich  immediately  commenced. 
Hundreds  of  perlbns,  wom.tn  as  well  as  men, 
^wei  e  taken  out  of  the  city  at  a  tim.e,  tied  to 
trees,  fnot  to  death,  ftabbed,  or  elfe  knock- 
ed on  the  head.  In  the  city  .the  guillotine 
never  ceafed  a  moment ;  it  was  fnifted  three 
^timesi  holes  were  dug  at  each  place  tj  re- 
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cen^e   the    blood,  and    yet   it   ran   in  the 
gutters. 

It  were  impoiTible  to  defcribe  this  fcene 
of  carnage,  or  to  give  an  account  of  each' 
acl  of  triQ,  till  now,  unhe;ird-of  barbarity : 
two  or  three,  however,  demand  a  particular 
mention. 

Page  29' 

Madame  Lauras,  hearing  that  her  huf- 
band  v;as  condemned,  went,  accompanied' 
with  her  ten  children,  and  threw  herfelf 
on  her  knees  before  the  ferocious  Coilot 
D'Herbois,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Con- 
vention ',  but  no  mercy  could  be  expedled 
from  a  wretch  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  kill. 
She  followed  her  beloved  huftand  to  the  place 
of  execution,  furrounded  with  her  weeping 
offspring.'  On  feeing  him  fall,  her  cries 
and  the  wildncfs  of  her  looks  but  too  plain- 
ly foretold  her  approaching  end.  She  was 
feized  witii  the  pains  of  a  premature  child- 
birth, and  was  carried  home  to  her  houfe, 
where  a  commiffary  foon  after  arrived, 
drove  her  from  her  bed  and  her  houfe, 
from  the  door  of  which  ihe  fell  dead  into 
the  ftreet. 
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Page  41. 

Two  women  who  h^d  perfidcd  In  ailang 
the  life  of  their  hufbands,  were  tied,  during 
fix  hours,  to  die  pofts  of  the  guillotine. 
Their  own  hufnands  were  executed  before 
their  eyes^  and  their  blood  fprinkled  over 
them. 

Page  42. 

Mifs  Servan,  a  young  lady  of  about 
eighteen,  was  put  to  death  becaufe  fhe 
would  not  difcover  the  retreat  of  her 
father. 

Page  47. 

Madam  Cochet  was  condemned  for  hav- 
ing put  the  match  to  a  cannon  during  the 
fiege,  and  for  having  affifled  in  her  huf- 
band's  efcape.  She  was  declaied,  by  two 
furgeons,  to  be  with  child  -,  but  this  was  a 
rcafon  of  little  weight  with  men  whom  we 
(hall  by-and-by  fee  murdering  infants,  and 
even  ripping  them  from  the  womb.  She 
was  inflantly  executed. 
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Page   ioi. 

To  tliefe  fafts  I  fhall  add  the  death  of 
Maiipetit.  He  was  made  prifoner  during 
the  liege,  buried  alive  up  to  his  neck;,  and 
in  this  fituation  had  his  head  mafned  to 
pieces  with  fmall  cannon  balls,  which  his 
enenaies  toiTed  at  it  with  ail  the  infulting 
grimaces  of  favages. 
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Page   104. 

At  Lyons  the  priefts  met  with  the  fame 
treatment  as  at  other  places,  and  honoured 
their  deaths  with  the  fame  unfliaken  forti- 
tude. Twenty-feVeh  v/ere  executed  atone 
time>  not  one  of  whom  had  condefcended 
to  accept  of  the  fiiameful  conditions  that 
were- offered,  nor  even  to  folicit  a  pardon 
from  the  vile  and  blafphemons  affaffins. 

During  this  murderous  v/ork  the  city  of 
Iiycli.^  Was  ftt't^ck.  with  'terror.  '  Thp  mem-' 
ber's  dP the  convention  duel-  up  a  pi^oclarria- 
tion,  declarir /-  lU  thcfe,'  wh-.f,  flioukl  pxprefs 
the  lead  fymiptom  of  pity,  t^^^d  perJcnsJ 
When  the  biood  had  in  fortit^'riieaftire^"  cea- "" 
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fed  to  flow,  and  the  aitrighted  inhabitants 
ventured  out  of  their  iiouies,  they  were  Teen 
walking  along  the  (Ireets  with  their  eyes 
fixed  on  the  ground  :  men  no  longer  flop- 
ped, fhook  hands,  and  gave  each  other  good 
morrow.  The  fear  of  death  was  ftamped 
on  every  face  :  children  duril  not  ail<  arler 
their  parents,  nor  parents  afK  after  their 
children. 

The  villages  round  about  fhared  in  the 
fate  of  the  city.  An  apoftate  prieft  con- 
dueled  a  gang  of  ruffians,  who  carried  fire 
and  death  before  them  among  thofe  good 
people,  whofe  only  crime  v/as  giving  fhelter 
to  perfons  efcaped  from  the  mafTacre.  The 
charitable  hoft  and  his  affrighted  gueft  were 
butchered  together  beneath  the  hofpitabie 
roof,  v;hile  the  wives  and  daughters  were 
referved  to  fatisfy  the  brutal  appetites  of  the 
murderers. 

In  vain  fhould  I  attempt  to  give  the  rea- 
der an  adequate  idea  of  the  crimes  commit- 
ted, by  the  order  of  the  Convention,  in  this 
part  of  France.  The  author  of  La  Con- 
juration de  Robefpierre  fays  (page  159)  that 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  months,  the  number 
of  perfons,  who  were  murdered  in  the 
Lyonnefe  and  in  the  furrounding  forefls, 
amounted  to  two  hundred  thoufand. 
D 
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I  fliall  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  fa6i 
or  two  taken  from  La  Conjuration  de  Rohef- 
perre. 

Page   210. 

Though  no  torments  could  go  beyond  the 
merits  of  Robefpierre  and   his  colleagues. 


ye 


even  in  the  execution  of  thefe  monilers'. 


the  Parifians  difcovered  fuch  traits  of  fero- 
cioufnefs  as  fully  proved,  that  thefe  grovel- 
ling tyrants  had  done  no  more  than  what 
they  themfelves  would  have  done,  had  they 
been  in  their  places. 

Robefpierre  had  been  wounded  in  his 
head  and  face ;  his  jaws  were  held  together 
with  bandages;  and  the  executioner^  before 
he  placed  his  neck  under  the  guillotine,  fud- 
denly  tore  off  the  bandages,  letting  his  un- 
der jaw  fall,  while  the  blood  dreamed  down 
his  bread.  The  poor  deferted  wretch  was 
kept  fome  time  in  this  frightful  (late,  while 
the  air  refounded  with  the  acclamations  of 
the  barbarous  populace. 

Page   209. 

Henriot  had  no  other  cloaths  on  but 
fhirt  and  a  waiftcoat,  covered  with  dirt  and 
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blood.     His  hair  was  clotted,  and   his  af- 
lafiinating  hands  were  now  itai ned  with  his 
own  gore.     He  had  been  wounded  all  over, 
one  eye   he  kept  fnut,  while  the  other  was 
llarted  from    its  locket,  and   held  only  by 
the    fibres.      This    horrid    fpetftacle,    from 
which   the   imagination   turns   with  difguft 
and  affright,  excited  the  joy,  and  even  the 
^mirth  of    the    Parifians.     "  Lock    at   the 
"fcoundrel,'^  fci'id  they,  "  jufl  as   he    was 
"  when  he  affifted  in  murdering  the  pricHs." 
The  people  called  on  the  carts  to  flop,  and 
a  group  of  'u:om:n  performed  a  dance  round 
that  in  which  the  capital  ofienders  rode. — 
"When  Henriot  was  ftcpping  from   the  cart 
to  the  fcaffold,  one  of  the  under-execution- 
ers,  to  divert  the   fpeclators,  tore  out  the 
eye  that  was  already  loofe, — What  a  hard- 
hearted  wretch  mufb   he  be  who  could  per- 
form an   adion   like   this  ?  and  to  what  a 
degree  of  bafenefs  and  ferocity  mud   that 
people    be   arrived,    who    could    thus    bs^ 
diverted  I 

Page    163. 

We    111  all    not    be    furprized    that   thi^' 
thirft    for    human    blood,     and    delight    ia 
beholding  the  torments  of  the  dying,  were 
D  2 
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become  fo  prevalent,  v,'hen  we  know,  that 
mock  executions  was  become  a  fport.  The 
women  fufpended  to  the  necks  of  their 
fucking  infants,  corals,  made  in  the  ihape 
of  the  guillotine;  which  the  child,  by  the 
means  of  a  fpring-,  phiyed  as  perfedlly  as 
the  bloody  executioner  himfelf. 

Page   i6f. 

What  could  be  expe6led  from  an  educa- 
tion like  this  ?  Vv^hat  could  be  expcded 
from  children  who  were  taught  to  ufe  aa 
inftrument  of  ignominious  death  as  a  play- 
thing; who  were  taught  to  laugh  at  tlie 
fc reams  of  the  dying,  and  who,  in  a  man- 
ner, fucked  in  blood  with  their  mothers' 
milk  ?  When  affafiinations  became  the 
fports  of  children,  it  v/as  no  wonder  that 
the  fentiments  of  nature  were  extinguifhed, 
and  that  perfidy  and  inhumanity  took  place 
of  gratitude,  filial  piety,  and  all  the  tender 
afftrcSlions. 

Wliat  I  am  now  going  to  relate,  the  m.o- 
thers  of  future  generations  will  hear  with 
affright. — A  child  oF  ten  years  of  age  had; 
been  fcolded,  perhaps  whipped,  bv  his 
mother,  lie  ran  to  the  revolutionary  tribu- 
nal, and  accuicd  her  of  being  llill  attached 
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to  the  Catholic  religion.  The  accufation 
was  admitted,  the  boy  recompenied,  and 
the  mother  executed  in  a  few  hours  after- 
wards. 

Tell  us,  ye  mothers,  for  you  only  caa 
know,  what  this  poor  creature  muft  feel  at 
feeing  hcrfelf  betrayed,  and  ready  to  be 
deprived  of  life,  by  the  child  fne  had  borne 
in  her  womb,  who  but  the  other  day  hung 
at  her  bread,  and  for  whom  alone,  per- 
haps, fhe  wifhed  to  live. 

Page   162. 

In  fliort,  fays  the  author,  men  contradled^ 
fuch  a  taftc  as  excites  horror  even  to  be- 
lieve it  poflible.  God  forbid  that  I  fhould 
enter  into  particulars  on  this  fubje6t.  The 
bowels  of  the  reader  would  not  permit  him 
to  proceed.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  we  have" 
feen  the  time,  when  man  was  becoming  the 
/W  of  man.  Tbcfs  wha  pratltfed  anatomy 
during  the  reign  of  terror,  know  but.  too 
well  what  I  could  fay  here,  if  compaffion 
for  the  feelings  of  my  readers  did  not  pre- 
vent me. 

I  cannot  quit  thefe  fadls  Vvichout  once 
more  referring  the  reader  to  the  work,  from^ 
D  3, 
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which  I  have  fe!ecled  them.  I  wifli  him 
not  to  depend  on  my  veracity,  for  the  truth 
of  what  he  may  find  in  a  book  written  on 
the  fcene.  La  Conjuration  de  Robefpierre 
is  to  be  had  almoft  any  where  : .  I  have  ittn 
above  a  dozen  copies  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
different  perfuns.  It  was,  as  I  have  ah-eady 
faid,  publifhed  at  Paris,  and,  therefore,  we 
may  reft  afTured,  that  the  author  has  not 
exaggerated  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  fee 
by  the  laft  article  here  quoted,  that  he  was 
afraid  to  fay  all  that  truth  would  have  v/ar- 
ranted. 


CHAP.     IIL 

Fa  c  T  s  feleded  from  the  Prods  Criminel 
des  Memhres  du  Comiie  Rezwlutionnaire  de 
Nantes,  et  du  ci-devant  Reprefentant  du 
Peupk  Carrier-,  or,  Trial  of  the  Members 
$f  the  Revolutionary  Committee  at  Nantz^ 
and  of  the  Reprefentative  Carrier, 

^  I'^HE  work  which  we  are  now  entering 

JL    on  was  piibHfhtd  at  Paris  durinpr  the 

iaft  year  j  but,  as  an  introdud:ion  to  the  fads 
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extra6bed  from  it,  it  will  be  necefTary  to  give 
the  reader  a  concife  fkctch  of  the  progrcfs 
of  the  Revolucion  dov/n  to  the  epoch  when 
the  vvoik  was  pubiifned. 

The  States-General,  confiding  of  the  three 
orders,  the  Nobility,  the  Clergy,  and  the 
Tlers-Etats,  or  CoairrLonalty,  were  affembled 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1789.  The  deputies 
were  all  furnillied  with  written  inftrudions, 
in  which  they  were  pofitively  enjoined  to 
make  no  innovations  as  to  the  form  of  go- 
vernment. Notwithiianding  this,  it  is  well 
known,  they  framed  a  conftitLition  by  which 
the  government  was  totally  changed,  the 
nobility  aboliflied,  and  the  church  rent  from 
that  of  Rome,  Their  coniliturion,  however, 
though  e flab! ifhed  at  the  expcnce  ofthou- 
fands  of  lives,  and  though  one  of  the  moft 
ridiculous  Ullems  of  government  that  ever 
was  invented,  did  not  fail  to  meet  with  par- 
tizans ',  and  we  have  heard  it  extolled  in 
this  country  as  the  mafttr-piece  of  human 
v/ifdom. 

This  firft  AfTembly,  whicli  has  been  com- 
monly called  the  Comiituent  AfTembly,  end- 
ed its  beneficent  labours  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1791,  and  was  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  by  another,  which  took  the  name  of 
the  Legillative  Afiembly.  Moll  men  of  fenfe 
forefaw  that  the  fecond  AfTembly  would  im- 
prove upon  the  plan  of  deitrudion  marked 
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out  by  the  firfl.  The  Clergy  and  man] 
men  of  family  and  fortune  had  been  already 
driven  from  their  homes  and  pofTeffions,  i' 
remained  ior  the  Legiflative  Aflembly  tc 
finifh  the  work  byfeizing  on  their  propert) 
and  expofing  it  to  fale  :  this  they  failed  noi' 
to  do.  Perfecntion  and  maflacre  increafec 
daily  ;  but  as  the  fmall  remains  of  powei 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  king  was  ilill  an  ob- 
ftacle,  or  rather  the  monarchy  itfelf  wai 
an  obftaele,  they  were  determined  tq 
get  rid  of  it.  On  the  loth  of  Augull. 
1792,  the  king  was  dethroned  (his  fate  is 
well  known)  and  the  daggers  of  the  alTaffins 
were  from  that  moment  drawn,  never  more 
to  be  fheathed,  but  in  the  heart  of  fome  in- 
nocent vi6lim.  We  have  already  feen  fome- 
thing  of  the  mafiacres  which  followed  this 
event  at  Paris  and  other  places  ;  but  even 
thefe  are  trifles  to  what  was  to  follow. 

On  the  2ift  of  September,  1792,  the 
third  AlTemibly,  generally  called  the  National 
Conventional,  opened  their  fefTions,  and, 
though  every  individual  member  had  re- 
peatedly taken  an  oath  to  maintain  the  au- 
thority of  the  king,  they  at  once  declared 
France  to  be  a  republic. 

After  the  murder  of  the  king,  this  Con- 
vention declared  war  againft  a  great  part  of 
the  powers  of  Europe  ;    and,  in  order  to  be 
in.  a  fituation  to  make  head  againft  their. 
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enemies,  felzed  on  all  the  precious  metals  in 
the  country,  or  rather  they  enacted  iuch 
laws  as  obliged  the  poor  opprefled  people 
to  bring  it  to  their  treafury,  and  receive  in 
exchange  a  vile  and  worthlefs  paper  money. 
The  churches  were  inftantly  pillaged,  and 
no  perfon  dared  appear  with  a  watch,  or 
,any  other  article  in  gold  or  filver. 

The  violation  of  property  was  only  a  part 
of  their  plan.     The  hearts  of  the  lower  or- 
ders of  the  people  were  to   be  hardened; 
they  v/ere  to  be  rendered  brutal  -,  all  fear  of 
an  hereafter  was  to  be   rooted  from   their 
fouls,    before  they  could  be  fit  inftruments 
in  the  hands  of  this  heiliih  Aflembly.   With 
this    object    in    view,    they   declared    our 
blefifed  Lord  and  Redeemer  to  be  an  impof- 
tor,  forbade  the  acknowledgement  of  him, 
and    the    exercife    of  his    worfhip.     The 
churches  were  turned   into  prifons,  flabies, 
&:c.   and  over  the  gateways  of  the  burial- 
grounds  were  written  :  "  This  is  the  place  of 
,  "  etern.ljleep'^     Never  furely  was   there   a 
better  plan  for  transforming  a  civilized  peo- 
ple into  a  horde  of  cut- throats.  It  fucceeded 
compleatly.  The  blood  now  flowed  at  Paris 
in  an  unceafing  ftream,  A  permanent  tribu- 
nal was  eftabliihed,  whofe  only  bufinefs  was 
to  condemn,  and  certify   to  the  Convention 
that  the  executions  went  on   according  to 
the  lifts  fent  from  its  committees. 
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Befides  legions  of  executioners  there  were- 
others  of  afTaPilns.  The  command  of  thefe 
Jatrer  was  given  to  thole  members  of  the 
Convention  who  were  lent  into  the  different 
parts  of  the  country.  Terror  preceded 
thefe  harbingers  of  death,  and  their  footiieps 
were  marked  with  biood.  The  fv>'ord,  the 
lire,  and  the  water,  ail  became  inilriunents 
of  deftruclion. 

During  this  murdering  time,  which  has^^ 
juftly  afiumed  the  name  of  the  reign  of  ter^ 
ror^  the  leaders  of  feveral  fa6tions  of  the 
revolutionifts  themfelves  received  their  re- 
ward on  a  fcaffold,  and,  among  others^ 
Robefpierre  and  his  accomplices.  Whert 
thefe  men  fell,  the  Convention,  according 
to  its  ufual  cnftom,  afcribed  all  the  cruel- 
ties, committed  during  fome  time  before 
their  death,  to  them  alone,  and  the  people, 
always  eager  for  blood,  now  demanded  the 
heads  of  thofe  whom  they  had  affiled  m 
the  murder  of  their  countrymen.  By  fa- 
crificing  thefe  its  inilruments,  the  Con- 
vention faw  a  fair  opportunity  for  removing 
the  infamy  from  itfelf,  and  of  perpetuating 
its  power.  In  eonfequence,  many  of  them 
wTre  tried  and  executed,  and  among  others 
Carrier  (a  member  of  the  Convention)  who 
had  been  (Rationed  at  Nantz,  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  revolutionary  committee  of  that 
unfortunate  town.     From  the  trial  of  thefe 
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men  it  is  that  I  have  felefled  thef^^dls  which 
are  to  compofe  this  chapter.  The  trial  was 
before  the  tribunal  at  Paris,  to  which  place 
the  acculed  were  carried  fi oin  Nantz. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  ailerted,  by  thofe 
who  feem  to  have  more  attachment  to  the 
caufe  of  the  French  than  to  that  of  truth, 
that  the  barbarities  committed  in  that  coun- 
try, have  been  by  the  hands  of  foreigners. 
Such  a  ftory  is  impoHible,'  and  even  ridi- 
culous ;  but,  however,  it  has  induced  me 
to  infert  here  a  lift  of  the  barbarous  wretches 
who  were  fo  long  the  fcourge  of  the  city  of 
Nantz,  from  which  it  will  appear,  that  they 
were  all  Frenchmen  born  and  bred.  This 
is  an  act  of  Juftice  due  to  other  nations. 

Me-mhers  of  the  Convention  on  miffion  at  Nantz, 

Carrier,  born  in  Gafcogny. 

Members  of  the  R.evolutionary  Committee  at 
Nantz, 
Goulin 
Chaux 

Grand-Maifon 
Bachelier 

Perrochaux  Suborn  at  Nantz, 

Mainguet  I 


Naud 

Gallen 

Duraflier 


J 
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I.eveque,  horn  at  Mayenne. 
Bolognir,  horn  at  Paris, 
Battalie,  horn  at  Charite-fur  Loire, 
Joly,  horn  at  Jn^erville-Ui'MarteL 
Pinard,  horn  at  Chrijiople-Dubois. 

Carrier  was  the  great  mover,  the  afTaflin- 
generai  j  the  committee  were  liis  agents. 
Some  of  them  were  always  aflembled'  in 
their  hall,  to  give  diredlions  to  the  under- 
murderers,  vvhile  the  others  took  repofe, 
or  were  difpatched  on  important  expeditions, 
fuch  as  the  ihooting  or  drowning  of  hundreds 
at  a  time.  They  ftood  in  need,  however, 
of  fubalrern  cut  throats,  more  determined 
and  bloody  than  the  people  in  general  •,  and 
therefore  they  raifed  a  company,  who  took 
the  title  of  the  company  of  Marat,  compofed 
of  the  vilefl  wretches  that  were  to  be  found. 
Thefe  being  afiembled  together  took  ~the 
following  oath  before  their  employers. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  203. 

I  fwear,  to  purfue  nnto  death,  all  royalijls^ 
fanatics  (Chriftians*)  gentlemen  (the  French 

*  Fanatic  is  the  name  now  given  to  ail  who  remain 
attached  to  the  Chrillian  Religion. 
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word  is  mufcadim^  which  means  a  genlkman^ 
or  well'drejfed  man)  and  moderates  (moderate 
people)  under  whatever  colour,  mafk,  or 
form,  they  may  appear. 

1  fwear,  to  fpare  neither  ^<^r^;//j  nor  rela- 
tions ',  to  facrifice  my  perfonal  interefts,  and 
even  friendfliip  itfelf ,  and  to  acknowledge 
for  parents,  brothers  and  f■\tni^s^  nobody 
'but  the  patriots,  the  ardent  defenders  of  the 
republic. 

Pity  with  me,  reader,  the  poor  unhappy 
people  that  '/ere  to  become  the  prey  of  a 
fet  of  blood-hounds  like  thefe.  Pity  the 
aged  parents  and  the  helpiels  babes,  that 
were  to  bleed  beneath  their  merciiefs  fabres. 
If  you  are  not  endowed  with  uncommon 
fortitude,  I  could  almoil  advife  you  to  ad- 
vance no  further  :  6fty  times  has  the  pea 
dropped  from  my  trembling  hand  :  Oh.S 
how  I  pity  the  hiftorian  that  is  to  hand 
thefe  bloody  deeds  down  to  our  ihuddering 
and  indignant  poflerity ! 
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^rmjolly^  a  witnefs,  informs  the  tribunal, 
that  the  Company  of  Marat  was  at  firil  com- 
pofed  of  iixty  peifons  ^  [hat  Goullin  openly 
propofed  that  none  but  the-  moft  infamous 
villains  fliould  be  admitted  into  it  ^  and,  at 
each  nomination,  cried  put,  "  Is  there  no 
^^  greater  fcoundrel  to  be  found  r" 

On  the  2  th  of  October,  fays  the  wit- 
nefs, I  heard  Goullin  and  his  colleagues  fay, 
that  they  were  going  to  give  a  great  exam- 
ple ',  that  the  prilbners  (liould  be  ail  fhot.  I 
atteft  that  this  fcene  was  ftiil  more  horrible 
than  that  of  the  iid  and  23d  of  September* 
The  Company  of  Marac  were  caroufing 
round  a  table,  and  at  the  fame  time  it  was 
deJiberated  whether  the  prifcm^rs  (liould  not 
be  mafTacred  by  hundreds.  In  this  deli- 
beration, Goullin  was  for  indifcriminate 
de^th  :  and  thus  were  the  prilbners,  without 
ever  being  interrogated,  or  heard,  con- 
demned to  die.  There  exifted  no  proofs  of 
gMilt  againft  thefe  unfortunate  prifoners ; 
they  were  what  were  called  fufpt5ied  -perfons  \ 
the  felons,  and  all  real  criminals  were  fet  at 
li;bcrty. 

Cairier,  in  quality  of  member  of  the 
Convention,  had  placed  a  vile  wretch  at 
Pain-bceuf,  named  Foucault,  to  whom  he 
f^ave  an  abfolute  power  of  life  and  death. 
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Vol.  I.  Page  63, 

Cl(i  men,  women  with  c^  i'ci,  and  chil- 
dren, were  drowned,  no  diftindion.  Thty 
were  put  on  board  of  lightens,  which  were 
railed  round  to  keep  the  piiibners  fiom 
jumping  overboard  if  they  fhould  happen  to 
diltngage  theniieiv.-s.  There  v/erc  plugs 
r^iade  in  the  hotrom,  or  iides,  which  being 
pulled  out,  the  lighter  fijnk,  and  all  in  it 
were  drowned.  Thefe  expeditions  were  firft 
carried  on  by  night,  but  the  iiin  ioon  be- 
held the  murderous  work.  At  firil  the 
priloners  were  drov/ned  in  their  cloaths  ^ 
this,  however,  appeared  too  merciful ;  to 
expofe  the  two  lexes  naked  before  each  other 
was  a  pleafure  that  the  ruffians  could  not 
forego. 

I  niuft  now,  fays  the  witnefs,  fpeak  of 
a  new  fort  of  cruelty.  The  young  men  and 
women  were  picked  out  from  among  the 
mafs  of  lufferers,  dripped  naked,  and  tied 
together,  face  to  face.  After  being  -kept 
in  this  fituation  about  an  hour,  they  were 
put  into  an  open  lighter-,  and,  after  le- 
ceiving  feverai  blows  on  the  fivuli  with  the 
but  of  a  mulket,  thrown  into  the  water> 
Thefe  were  called  republican  marriages, 

E  2 
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Vol.  I.  Page  72. 

On  the  26th  of  Odlober,  Carrier,  the 
member  of  the  Convention^  ordered  me 
(the  witnefs  was  a  judge  of  fome  fart)  to 
guiiiotine  indifcriminately  all  the  Vendeans 
"v/ho  came  to  give  themfelves  up.  I  refufed  j 
but  the  reprefentative  of  the  people  pro- 
mifed  that  his  prey  fhould  not  efcape  him 
thus.  In  (hort,  on  the  29th,  he  had  guil- 
lotined twenty-feven  Vendeans,  among  whom 
were  children  of  thirteen,  fourteen,  and  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  and  feven  young  women, 
the  oldeft  of  which  was  not  above  tvv^enty- 
nine.  On  the  fame  day  twenty  other  per- 
fons  were  executed  without  trial. 


*^«<^*^«4<'^>^'«<<'*>»^^ 


Vol.  I.  Page  76. 

Carrier,  the  bloodied  of  the  bloody, 
harang;ued  his  agents  fword  in  hand  •,  he 
ordered  a  woman  to  be  Ihot  at  herv/indow, 
merely  becaufe  fhe  looked  at  him  •,  he 
chofe,  from  among  the  female  prifoners, 
thofe  whom  he  thought  worthy  of  his  foul 
embraces  i  and,  after  being  fariated  with 
their  charms,  feat  them  to  the  guillotine.  ^ 
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Obfcfve  v/cll,  reader,  that  this  was  s 
member  of  the  Nuticnal  Conventim^  a  riprefe?^^ 
tative  of  the  people^  a  law-giver. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  155. 

I  think  It  neceflary  to  bring  in  here  a  de- 
pofition  or  two  from  the  third  and  fourth 
volumes  of  the  trial,  as  they  will  (how  at 
once  the  pretended  and  real  motives  of  the 
member  of  the  convention  and  his  com- 
mittee, 

Jomard.  a  wltnefs,  declares  that^  wherr 
the  general  was  beat  at  Nantz,  and  the 
feizure  of  fufpeBed  perfons  brgan,  nobody 
belived  any  thing  of  a  confpiration  againft 
the  republic.  As  a  clear  proof  of  this,  adds 
Jomard^  Richard,  one  of  the  agents  of  the 
revolutionary  committee,  wrote  to  his  friend 
Crefpin,  telling  him  that  he  had  left  the 
company  of  Marat  without  arms-,  but  that 
means  were  found  out  to  arm  the  patriots 
and  difarm  the  fufpe^ed.  The  generale,  adds 
Richard,  is  now  beating  •,  but  do  not  frighten 
yourfelf ;  I  will  tell  you  the  reafon  of  this 
at  your  return. 


E3 
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Vol.  III.  Page  58. 

Latour^  a  witnefs,  fays,  I  was  fick  ;  Diil- 
ny,  who  was  my  do6lor,  informed  ire  that 
Goudet,  public  accufer,  had  let  him  into  an 
important  fecret;  which  was,  that  Carrier 
and  the  revolutionary  committee  not  know- 
ing how  to  fqueeze  the  rich,  had  fell  upon 
a  plan  to  imprifon  them,  while  they  feized 
on  their  effedls.  In  order  to  have  a  pretext 
for  doing  this,  faid  Goudet,  we  fhall  give 
out,  that  there  exifts  a  confplration  againft 
the  republic.  I  am  to  make  the  general 
beat  early  in  the  morning.  The  fans-cu- 
lottes *,  informed  beforehand,  are  to  pa- 
rade at  their  diiFerent  pods  •,  the  rich  ancj 
the  timid  will,  according  to  cudom,  re-^ 
main  in  their  houfes  j  to  thefe  houfes  the 
ill ns- culottes  are  to  repair,  pillage  all  they 
have,  and  convey  them  to  prifon. 

Notwithftanding  my  illnefs,  I  had  no  in- 
clination to  be  found  at  home  •,  I  therefore 
begged  the  dqclor  to  give  me   notice  wheri^ 
the  affair  was  to  take  place,  which  he  pro-/ 
mifed  to  do.     In   three   days  after  he  iiir'^ 

*   This  degrading  term,  which  is  become  the  glory  ' 
of    modern    patriots,    literally  means,    men    ^without 
breeches ;  but  it  was  ever  ufed  by  the  French  to  defig- 
Jiate  vile,  ralcally  people,  the  dregs  of  fociety  ;  and  as 
iuch  we  ought  now  to  underftand  it. 
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formed  me  that  the  generale  would  beat  the 
next  morning.  In  fi-ite  of  iv,y  ficknefs  I 
went  to  my  poft.  We  were  all  the  day 
under  arms,  and  a  great  number  of  rich 
people  were  pillaged  and  imprifoned,  fome 
guillotined. 

I  atteft,  adds  the  witnefs,  that  there  was 
not  the  leaft  appearance  of  any  confpiration. 
All  was  a  dead  calm  ;  terror  and  confterna- 
tion  alone  reigned  in  the  city.  More  than 
three  thoufand  vi6lims  to  lufl  and  avarice 
were  this  day  lodged  in  loathfome  dungeons, 
from  whence  they  were  never  to  be  releafed 
but  to  be  led  to  (laughter. 

In  fliall  now  infert  an  article  or  two  that 
will  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  manner 
of  proceeding  of  thefe  lans-culottes. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  157. 

One  of  the  mem.bers  of  the  revolutionary 
committee,  with  a  company  of  armed  ruf- 
fians, went  to  the  houfe  of  one  Careil. 
They  firft  examined  all  the  papers,  took 
5000  livres  in  paper  money,  and  1 2  louis 
d'ors.  They  returned  again  in  the  even- 
ing, fays  the  witnefs,  who  it  feems  was 
miftrefs   of  the   houfe  j  we,   at  firft,    took 
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them  for  common  thieves,  and  therefore  our 
alarm  was  not  Jo  great ;  but,  to  our  forrow, 
we  were  foon  convinced  by  the  voice  of 
Pinard^  that  they  were  the  Patriots  of  the 
revolutionary  committee.  Our  family  was 
compofed  of  v/omen  and  one  old  .man. 
There  was  myfelf ;  four  fifters-in-law,  for- 
merly nuns  \  two  old  relations  above  eighty 
years  of  age,  and  my  hufband.  The  houfe 
and  yard  were  dripped  of  every  thing,  and 
the  ruffians  were  talking  of  fetting  fire  to  the 
buildings.  One  of  my  fifters  had  made 
iliift  to  prefer ve  800  livres  -,  fhe  offered  them 
thefe  to  fave  the  houfe;  they  accept  the 
conditions,  receive  the  mjoney,  and  then 
burn  the  houfe  to  the  ground. 

Our  perfons  were  now  all  that  remained- 
to  be  difpofed  of  There  was  a  one-horfe 
chair;  but  which  was  too  good  for  any  of 
us ;  it  Vv^as  faftened  to  the  tail  of  a  cart  into 
which  we  were  put  (m.y  hufband  an  old  and 
infirm  man  being  obliged  to  walk  in  the 
rear)  and  thus  were  dragged,  preceded  by 
our  plundered  property,  to  that  gang  of  cut- 
throats called  the  revolutionary  committee. 
Here  our  complaints  were  in  a  moment 
Itlfled.  Pinard  faid,  that  his  orders  were 
to  burn  all  and  kill  all.  The  committee 
were  aflonifhed  and  offended  at  his  element 
cy,  and  reprimanded  him  feverely  for  not 
having  murdered  us  according  to  his  orders. 
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I,  my  fifters^  and  our  poor  old  relations, 
were  fend  to  one  prifon,  and  my  hufband  to 
another.  My  hufband  died,  and  we  are 
only  left  alive  to  weep  and  ftarve. 

It  is  well  worth  the  reader's  while  to  hear 
what  this  Pinard  laid  in  his  defence^  on  this 
head. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  162. 

We  a6led,  fays  he,  by  the  order  of  the 
Reprefentative  of  the  People,  Carrier. 
When  I  went,  at  my  return,  to  carry  him 
the  church -plate  that  I  had  taken  from  the 
nuns,  he  would  infill  upon  my  drinking 
out  of  the  chalice  (or  facramental  cup)  and 
afl^'cd  me  why  I  had  not  killed  all  the 
damned  bitches. 

I  ihall  here  obferve,  once  for  all,  that 
thefe  volunries  contain  a  feries  of  robberies 
of  this  fort.  Sometimes  the  plunder  was  di- 
vided am.ong  the  plunderers,  fomiCtimes  it 
was  delivered  to  Carrier,  and  at  others  it 
was  depoHted  with  the  revolutionary  com- 
mittee. Thefe  latter  impofed  immiCnfe 
taxes,  or  rather  contributions^,  on  the  peo- 
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pie,  under  pretence  of  afTiO-ing  the  fans- 
culotteSj  but  which  were  applied  to  their 
own  ufes.  It  is  juft  to  obferve  alfo,  that 
the  tribunal  at  Paris,  before  which  they; 
were  brought  to  anfv/er  for  their  crimes,! 
appears  to  have  fnewn  naiich  more  anxiety 
about  the  gold  and  filver,  than  about  the 
lives  of  the  murdered  perfons* 

Vol.  V.  Page  15. 

MartctU,  a  witnefs,  informs  the  tribunal 
that  he  was  detached  on  a  party  to  feven* 
miles  diftant  from  Nantz.  The  party 
fays  the  witnefs,  went  into  the  neighbour- 
hod  of  the  foreft  of  Rince,  and  took  up 
their  quarters  in  a  houfe  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Chauvette.  Five  days  after  om-  arrival, 
cam.e  Pinard,  about  midnight,  and  told  us 
that  we  were  in  the  houfe  of  an  ariilocrat. 
Pie  bragged  of  having  that  evening  killed' 
fix  women,  and  faid  that  Chauvette  fhould 
make  the  feventh.  He  threatened  her,  and>, 
to  add  to  her  torment,  told  her  to  comfort 
herfelf,  for  than  her  child  fhould  die  lirft.  It 
is  Pinaj-d,  adds  he,  that  now  fpeaks  to  you ; 
Pinard,  that  carries,  on  the  war  againft  the 
female  fex.  I  drew  my  fword,  continues; 
tiie  v/itnefs,  aiid  told  Pinard  that  he  ihould 
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>afs  over  my  dead  body  to  come  at  tlie 
jvoman. 

Commeraisy  v/ho  was  another  of  this  par- 
:y,  informs  the  tribunal,  that  Pinard  bring 
:hus  flopped,  Aubinet,  one  of  his  compa- 
lions,  faid,  (land  afide  while  1  cut  open  the 
^uts  of  that  birch.  He  did  not  fuccecd, 
lowever,  adds  this  witnefs.  Now  Marieuil 
^ame  up,  and  fwore  he  would  have  her  life  5 
3ut  finding  us  in  his  way,  he  faid,  you 
.ook  like  a  good  b — ger  enough,  I  have  a 
ivord  to  fay  in  your  ear. — We  only  v;ant, 
ays  he,  to  know  where  fhe  has  hidden 
5o,ooo  iivres  belonging  to  a  gentleman  in 
:he  neighbourhood.  1  anfwered,  give  me 
joviv  word  not  to  hurt  tliC  woman  nor  her 
:hild,  and  I  will  bring  her  forth.  He  pro- 
nifed,  and  1  brought  them  out.  The  wo- 
nan,  feeing  that  fhe  was  condu(5led  to  a 
brt  of  cellar,  cried  out,  I  know  I  am 
Drought  here  to  be  murdered,  like  the  wo- 
nen  whofe  throats  were  cut  in  this  place 
^eflerday.  All  the  fivour  I  afl<:,  faid  fhe,  is 
hat  you  will  kill  me  before  you  kill  my 
:hild.  She  was  now  queflioned  about  the 
noney  3  but  fhe  continued  her  proteflations 
Df  knov/ing  nothing  of  it.  Pinard  and  Au- 
binet prepared  again  to  afTaffinate  her  3  but 
:hev  did  not  fucceed  for  this  time. 
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Vol.  V.  Page  i6. 

The  fame  witnefs  relates  another  adven- 
ture. When  we  were  going  hence,  fays  he, 
towards  the  forefl  of  Rince,  we  heard  a  man 
in  a  little  wood,  crying  for  help.  We  found 
Pinard,  and  two  other  horfemen,  each  hav- 
ing a  piece  of  linen  under  his  arm.  We  ' 
left  them,  and  foon  after  faw  tv/o  poor  pea- 
fants  running  away.  In  going  along  among 
the  brufhwood,  fays  the  witnefs,  I  heard 
fomething  ruftle  almofl  under  miy  feet:  I 
knocked  the  bullies  afide  with  my  muflcet ; 
what  fliould  it  be  but  two  children.  I  gave 
one  of  them,  who  was  {Q,vtn  years  old,  into 
the  care  of  Cedre,  and  kept  the  other,  of 
five  years  old,  myfeif  They  both  cried 
bitterly..  Their  cries  brought  to  us  two 
women,  their  mothers,  who  were  alfo  hid 
among  the  bufhes  ^  they  threw  themfelves 
upoii  their  kiices,  and  befought  us  not  to 
kill  their  children.  In  quitting  the  wood 
Pinard  came  up  with  us,  he  had  feveral  wo- 
men, whoiu  1  fav/  him  chop  down,  and 
murder  with  his  f  .bre.  What,  fays  he  to 
me,  are  you  goinf?  to  do  with  thofe  two 
children  ?  Hand  away,  fays  he,  till  I  blow 
out  their  brains.  I  oppcied  him.,  and  while 
we  were  in  difpute,  two  volui^teers  brought 
an   old  man,  Itone-biind.      ihis  we   now 
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found  was  the  grandfather  of  the  children. 
Pray,  faid  the  poor  old  mail,  take  my  life, 
and  preferve  miy  little  darlings.  I  told  him 
that  we  would  take  care  of  them  ,  he  wept 
and  fqueezed  my  hand.  This  unfortunate 
eld  mian,  adds 'the  wicnefs^  was  murdered  as 
well  as  the  women. 

Pinard  quitted  the  high  road  in  returning, 
for  no  other  purpofe  but  that  of  murdering. 
He  and  his  companions  killed  all  they  cam.e 
at,  men,  womicn  and  children  of  ail  ages. 
To  juftify  his  barbarity,  he  produced  the 
decree  that  ordered  him  to  fpare  neither  fex 


nor  a5?-e. 
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*  My  reader  will  recolle61:,  that  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France  had  aboliflied 
negro -fu^.^jcTy  ;  and  he  will  alfo  recoiled,  that 
the  humanity  of  this  meafure  has  been  much 
applauded  by  thofe  who  have  not  penetration 
cnoug-h  to  fee  dieir  miOtive  in  iO  doing:. 

vVe  fhall  now  fee  what  advantage  this 
liberty  procured  to  t\v^  unfortunate  countrv- 
people  round  Nantz.  This  city,  f-om  it's 
commercial  relations  with  the  Weft-India 
ifiands,  ahvays  contained  a  number  of  blacks 
who  czxr^c  to  w;iit  on  their  mailers,  6<:c. 
As  fjon  as  the  decree  abolilhing  negro- 
Havery  appci^rcd,  theie  people  claimed  their 
rights   as   -cicizens  ^    and^    having    no   em/- 
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ployment,  they  were  taken  into  the  fervicc 
of  the  republic,  and  placed  under  the  orders 
of  the  revolutionary  committee.  A  party 
of  thefe  citizens  were  fent  to  alTifl:  in  tlie 
murders  round  the  city^  and  we  fliall  fee 
that  they  were  by  no  means  wanting  in  obe- 
dience to  their  employers. 

Vol.  V.  Page  90. 

An  officer,  named  Ormes,  came,  fiys  a 
witnefs,  to  afic  our  afTiilance  in  favour  of  five 
pretty  women,  whom  the  company  of  Ame- 
ricans, (this  was  the  word  which  had  taken 
^IzQQoiihiilobiegrceSj  becaufe  the  Convention 
had  forbidden  any  one  to  call  them  i^egrces) 
had  referved  for  a  purpofe  eafily  to  be  gueffed 
at.  A  party  marched  off,  and  foon  came 
to  the  houfe  where  the  blacks  had  lodged 
the  women.  The  poor  creatures  were 
crying  and  groaning;  their  flirieks  were  to 
be  heard  at  half  a  m.ile.  The  party  ordered 
the  door  to  be  opened,  which  was  at  latl 
done.  They  then  demanded  the  women  ; 
no,  replied  the 'blacks,  they  are  nov/  cu?' 
Jhves ;  we  have  earned  them  dear  enough, 
and  you  fnall  tear  them  away  limb  by  limb 
if  you  have  them.  We  are  told  tliefe  men, 
t])at,  thanks  to  the  fcihitayy  decrees  of  the  Cbn^ 
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vcntic'iiy  the  French  empire  contained  no 
JIaves.  The  brutality  of  the  blacks  woiilci 
not  permit  them  to  liden  to  the  voice  of 
reafon  ;  they  prepared  for  the  defence  cf  their 
preyy  when  the  party,  always  guided  by  pn- 
dence^  preferred  retiring^  to  avoid  fiaughicr. 

Two  days  after,  continues  the  witnefs,  the 
Americans^  fatiated  with  their  captives,  left 
them.  One  of  thefe  women,  the  hand- 
fomeil  in  the  eyes  of  the  blacks,  had  been 
obliged  to  endure  the  approaches  of  more 
than  a  hundred  of  them.  She  was  fallen 
into  a  kind  of  ftupor,  and  was  unable  to 
walk  or  to  (land.  The  whole  five  v/ere  Ihoc 
foon  after, 

I  do  not  know  v/hich  is  rrioft  entitled  ta 
t)ur  deteftation  here,  the  brutal  negroes,  or 
the  pufillanimous,  rafcally  Frenchmen,  who 
were  the  witneiTes  of  their  horrid  deeds. 
Prudence  taught  thefe  poltroons  to  retire, 
when  they  faw  iive  of  their  lovely  country- 
women expcfed  to  the  naufeous  cmibraces 
of  a  fet  of  filthy  mercilefs  monilers !  They 
faw  them  bathed  in  tears,  heard  their  fup- 
plicaring  cries,  were  fhocked  at  a  fight  the 
very  idea  of  which  roufes  all  the  feelings  of 
manhood ;  but  prudence  taught  them  to 
retire  ! —  Savage  villains!  prudence  never 
taught  you  to  retire  from  the  drov/nings  and 

F    2 
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fhootlngs  ofpoor  defencelefs  innocent  priefls, 
and  women  and  children  !  It  was  not  till 
tlie  blacks  prepared  to  defend  their  -^rey^  that 
prudence  taught  you  to  retire  ! 

Some  of  the  women,  taken  in  the  country, 
were  fuifered  to  die,  or  rather  to  be  mur- 
dered^ in  a  lefs  fhocking  way. 

Vol.  V.  Page  55. 

Nantz,  5  Ventojc^  Jecond  year  of  the  French 
Republic, 

Citizen  M(de  is  hereby  ordered  to  con- 
du(5t  the  forty  women,  under  his  f^r^,  to  the 
top  of  the  clifF  Pierre  Moine,  and  there 
throw  them  head  foremoft  into  the  fea. 

(Signed)  Foucault. 

We  now  ccm.e  to  the  depofitlon  of 
George  Thomas^  a  liealth  ollicer,  who  is  one 
among  the  fev/,  even  of  the  witneiTes,  that 
appears  .to  have  preferved  fome  remains  of 
^humanity.  He  tells  fuch  a  tale  of  woe  as  I 
hopej  and  am  perfuaded,  the  res^der's  heart 
'Will  with  difficulty  fuppoi  t» 
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Vol.  II.  Page  147. 

The  revolutionary  hofpital,  fays  the  wif- 
nefs,  was  totally  unprovided  with  every  ne- 
ceflary.  The  jail-fever  made  terrible  ra- 
vages in  all  the  houfes  of  detention  ;  feventy- 
five  perfons,  or  thereabout,  died  daily  in 
this  hofpital.  There  were  nothing  but  rot- 
ten mattraffesj  on  each  of  which  more  than 
fifty  prifoners  had  breathed  their  lail, 

I  went  to  Chaux,  one  of  the  committee, 
to  aik  for  relief  for  the  unhappy  wretches 
that  remained  here.  We  cannot  do  any 
thing,  faid  Chaux. ;  but,  if  you  will,  you  may 
contribute  to  the  caufe  oi  humanity  by  a  way 
that  I  will  point  out  to  you.  That  rafcal 
Phiilippes  has  200,000  livres  in  his  clutches 
which  we  cannot  come  at.  Now,  if  you 
will  accufe  him  in  form,  and  fiipport  your 
accufation  by  v/itnefics  that  I  will  engage  to 
furniih  you  with,  I  will  grant  you,  out  of 
the  fum,  all  that  you  want  for  the  revolu- 
tionary hol]3ita}.  At  the  very  mention  of 
humanity  from^  Chaux  I  v/as  aftounded  :  the 
latter  part  of  his  propofal,  hovv'ever,  brought 
me  back  to  my  man.  I  rejected  it  with  the 
indignation  that  it  merited. 

I  attcft,  that  the  revolutionary  committee 
of  Nancz  feized  and  imprifoned  almoft  all 
F  3 
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thofe  who  were  edeemed  rich,  men  of  talents, 
virtue  and  humanity. 

I  accufe  this  committee  ofhaving  ordered, 
to  my  knowledge,  tlr:^  fhooting  or  drowning 
of  between  four  and  five  hundred  children, 
the  oldeft  of  which  v/ere  not  more  than 
fourteen  years  of  age. 

Minguet,  one  of  the  comimittee,  had  given 
me  an  order  to  choofe  two  from  among 
the  children,  whom  I  intended  to  fave  from 
death  and  bring  up.  I  chofe  one  of  eleven 
years  old,  and  another  fourteen.  The 
next  day  I  went  to  the  prifon,  called  th^e 
Entrepoty  widi  feveral  of  my  friends,  whom 
I  had  prevailed  on  to  afk  for  forac  of  thefe 
children.  When  we  came,  we  found  the 
poor  little  creatures  flood  no  longer  in  need 
of  our  interpofition.  They  were  ail  drown- 
ed. I  atteft,  that  I  faw  in  this  prifon,  but 
the  evening  before,  more  than  four  hun- 
dred. 

Having  received  an  order  from  the  mili- 
tary com^mifTioners  to  go  to  the  Entrepoty  to 
certify  as  to  the  pregnancy  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  vv^omen,  I  found,  in  the  entering  this 
horrible  flaughter-houfe,  a  great  quantity 
of  dead  bodies,  dirown  here  and  there*  1 
faw  feveral  infants,  fome  yet  palpitaung, 
-and  others  drowned  in  tubs  of  human  ex- 
crement. —  I  hurried  along  through  this 
fcene  of  horror.     My  afped  frightened  the 
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women :  they  had  been  accuftonied  to  fee 
none  but  their  butchers.  I  encouraged 
them ;  fpoke  to  them  the  language  of  hu- 
manity. I  found  that  thirty  of  them,  were 
with  child  ;  feverai  of  them  feven  or  eight 
months.  Some  few  days  after  I  went  again 
to  fee  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  whofe  fitua- 
tion  rendered  them  objeds  of  compaflion 
and.tendernefs  ;  but — (adds  the  witnefs  with 
a  faultering  Voice)  lliall  I  tell  you,  they  had 
been  moil  inhumanly  murdered. 

The  further  I  advanced,  continues  the 
witnefs,  the  more  was  my  heart  appalled. 
There  were  eight  hundred  women  and  as 
m^any  children  confined  in  the  Entrepot  and 
in  the  Mariliere.  There  were  neither  beds, 
ftraw,  nor  necefTar)^  veiTels,  The  prifoners 
were  in  want  of  every  thing.  Doctor  Rol- 
lin  and  myfelf  law  five  children  expire  in 
lefs  than  four  minutes.  They  received  no 
kirjd  of  nouriihment. — We  aflced  the  women 
in  the  neighbourhood,  if  they  could  not  lend 
them  fome  aiTiflance.  What  would  you  have 
us  do  ?  faid  they,  Grand-Maifon  arreds  every 
one  that  atterhpts  to  fuccour'them. 

Vol.  II.   Page  156. 

The  fame  witnefs  fays,  I  accufe  the  com- 
mittee in  general  of  the  miurder  of  feven 
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prlfoners,  whom,  for  want  of  time  to  e^ra- 
mine  themj  they  had  hewn  down  with  fabres 
under  the  window  of  their  hall. 

The  witnefs  adds.  Carrier  and  the  com- 
mittee, as  well  as  their  under-m\irderers, 
ufed  to  turn  the  drownings  intojefls:  they 
called  them  immerfions^  national  baptifms, 
vertical  tranfpQrtations,  bathings ,  &c.  1  en- 
tered, fays  he,  one  day  a  public  houfe  op- 
pofite  the  Bouftay,  where  I  faw  a  water- 
man, named  Perdreau.  He  afl<:ed  me  for  a 
pinch  of  fnufF:  for,  fays  the  ruflian,  I 
have  richly  earneft  it  ^  I  have  jull  helped  to 
difpatch  feven  or  eight  hundred.  How, 
fays  J,  do  you  manage  to  make  away  with 
them  fo  faft.  Nothing  fo  eafy,  replied  he  ; 
when  I  have  a  bathing  match,,  I  llrip  them, 
naked,  two  men  with  their  bayonets  pulh 
them,  tied  two  and  two,  into  m^y  boat, 
whence  they  go  Ibufe  into  the  water,  with  a 
broken  iliulL 


Vol.  IL  Page  151. 

,Vaujois^  a  witnefs,  lays  ;  1  wrcte  ten  times^ 
to  tlie  adminiitrators  of  the  diflrict,  and 
went  often  to  the  revolutionary  committee 
to  requeft,  that  fomething  ihould  be  done 
for  the  poor  children  in  prifon  5  but  couid 
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obtain  nothing.  At  lafi:  I  ventured  to  fpeak 
to  Carrier,  who  replied,  in  a  paffion  ;  You 
are  a  counter-re volutioniil :  no  pity  :  they 
ai-e  young  vipers,  that  mu?\  be  deilroyed. — 
If  1  had  a6led  of  myfelf,  fays  the  v/itnefs;, 
I  iliould  have  fliared  their  flite. 

One  day,  in  entering  the  Entrepot^  a  ci- 
tizen of  Nantzfaw  a  great  heap  of  corpfes : 
thay  were  all  of  children  ;  many  were  ilill 
palpitating  and  (Iruggiing  with  death.  The 
man  looked  at  them  for  fome  time,  faw  a 
child  move  its  arm,  he  feized  it,  ran  home 
with  it,  and  had  the  good  luck  to  fave  it 
from  death,  and  its  more  terrible  mini- 
fters. 

Here  'Thomas  is  again  queflioned,  and  he 
attefls,  that  the  revolutionary  committee 
ilTued  an  order,  commanding  all  thofe  who 
had  taken  children  from  the  prifons,  to 
carry  them  back  again ^  and  this,  adds  the 
witnefs,  for  the  pure  pleafure  of  having 
them  murdered. 
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Vol.  IV.  Page  245. 

CcJJirant^   2l  witnefs,  depofes  that   it  was 
propofed  to  ihoot  fome  of  the  prifoners  m 
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/^#i*  but  that  the  propafeiiwas  rcrt^ec 
However,  fays  he,  as  I  was  r(^mmn^:hbn: 
one  evening,  I  met  Ramor,  who  told  m: 
that  the  Ihooting  was  at  that  moment  goini 
on.  As  I  heard  no  noife  I  couJd  not  believ 
him;  but  I  was  not  iliffered  to  remain  Ion 
in  doubt.  A  fellow  came  up  to  me  coverel 
with  blood:  that  is  the  way  we  knock  theH 
off,  my  boy,  fays  he.  Seven  hundred  haJi 
been  ihot  that  afternoon. 


Vol.  IV.  Page  256. 

Dehourges,  a  witnefs,  fays:  1  have  feen 
during  iix  days,  nothing  but  drowninc^s 
guiilotinings  and  fhootings.  Being  once  on 
guard,  I  commanded  a  detachment  thar 
conduded  the  fourth  mafe  of  women  to  be 
fhot  at  Gigan.  When  I  arrived,  I  found 
the^ciead  bodies  of  feventy-five  women  al- 
reaay  ftretched  on  the  fpot.  They  were 
quite  naked.  I  was  informed  that  they 
were  girls  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years 
of  age  When  they  had  the  misfortune  not 
to  fall  dead  after  the  fhot,  they  were  dif- 
patched  with  fabrcs. 

*  The  French  expreirion  is  preferved  lierp.     Jt  is 
to  be  hoped  that  It  will  never  be  adopted  in  the  kn 
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Vol.  II.  Page  244. 

Naud,  one  of  the  accufed,  lays  ;  I  faw 
red-headed  general,  nanned  He6lor,  at  the 
ad  of  a  detachment  conducing  prifoners 
the  meadow  of  the  Mauves.  Caftrie  and 
followed  him.  When  we  came  they  were 
eparing  to  fire ;  but  we  made  fhift  to  fave 
few  of  the  children. 

Vol  I.  Page  27. 

Lahsnette,  2,  witnefs,  informs  the  tribii- 
.1,  that  the  revolutionary  committee  or- 
!red  to  be  (luck  on  all  the  walls  of  the 
ty  a  decree,  forbidding  all  fathers,  mo- 
ers,  hiifDands,  wives,  children,  relations, 
'  I,  'to  /olku  the  pardon  of  any  pri- 


friends 


ner  v/hatever 


I  was  aifo  witnefs  of  the  drowning  of 
nety  priefts,  two  of  whom,  who  were 
xrcpid  old  m.en,  by  fome  accident  or  other, 
caped,  but  weie  retaken  and  murdered, 
ideed,  adds  this  witnefs,  I  have  been  an 
/e  witnefs  of  frveral  drownings  of  men, 
omen  with  child,  girls,  boys,  infants,  in- 
ifcriminately.  1  have  alfo  (ten  of  all  thefe 
fcriptions  lliot  in  the  public  fquare^  and 
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at  other  places.  The  national  guard  of  th' 
city  was  employed  during  fix  weeks  in  filling 
up  the  ditches,  into  which  the  mafracre( 
perfons  were  thrown.  I  was  do6tor  to  on^ 
of  the  prifons,  and  was  like  to  be  difplaced 
becaufe  I  was  too  humane. 

Vol.  I.  Page  6o. 

Carrier  fent  for  the  prefident  of  the  mi 
litary  commiiTiOfi,  It  is  you  then,  fays  he 
Mr.  fon  of  a  bitch,  that  has  dared  to  givi 
orders  contrary  to  mine.  Mind  3  if  yoi 
have  not  emptied  the  Entrepot  in  two  hours 
I  will  have  your  head,  and  the  heads  of  al 
the  commiiTion. — It  is  not  neceiTary  to  add 
that  he  v.-as  obeyed. 

Vol.  L  Page  loj. 

.  1'ronjcUy,  a  witnefs,  fiys,  that  Chauj 
CKpre-iTed  his  difdpprobauon  of  the  law  o 
the  14th  of  September.  It  is  a  great  pity, 
faid  he,  it  ever  was  m.ade  ;  withcnit  that, 
\ve  v7ould  have  reduced  the  inhabitiints  u.)i 
Nantz  to  a  handiul. — Canicr  was  confuted 
adds  this  witnefs,  witli  rtrfpefl*  to  receivino 


money  to  fave  the  lives  of  the  rich;  but 
the  merciful  reprtfentative  of  the  people'' 
anfwered  —  No  compofitions ;  the  guillo- 
tine j  the  guillotine  i  and  take  their  money 
afterward.  —  Three  women,  too  ^  cha'-ming 
certainly,  fince  they  attracted  the  .defzics  of 
the  ferocious  Carrier,  had  the  n:is?j.ujne 
to  be  chofen  for  the  tyger-s.plcafui  le 

firft  facrificed  them  to  his  brutal  lu  .  L 
then  fent  them  to  augment  the  7na//e  .  i. 
maflacre. 


Vol.  it.  Page  175. 

The  widow  lOumey^  a  witnefs,  fay<?,  that 
ihe  is  the  widow,  of  the  late  keeper  :  :*  the. 
Entrepot ;  th^  fhe  faw  fifty  priefts  brouvht 
there,  and  robbed  of  all ,  their  money  i:<vX- 
5;fte6ls  ;  and  that  they  were  afterwards 
drowned,  with  Ibme  women  and.  little  chil- 
ijren.  She  adds,  twenty-four  men  and  ftur 
'^^'omen  were  taken  out. one  day.  A  child 
of  fourteen  years  was  tied  with  .others  to  be 
4rown,Qd,;his  cries  for  his., papa  we^e  enough 
to  pierce  the  heart  of  a  tyger  -,  Lambertye 
;led  hjm,  however^  and  drowned  him  with 
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r  Foucjuet,  the  eompanloli  of  Lamb^Cpaf;:  i 
faid  on  this  occafion,  that  he  hid  ahre^^' 
helped  to  difpatch  nine  thoufandj-  and.  rh^. » 
if  they  would  but  let  him  alone* for  twenty-.^' 
four  hours,  he  waiild  fweepi  all-*th^J'pwfo«ife^ 

of  NantZ.  .>;    '.■-■.-.       n^lj  r^uli    ^yi^^^JI^^ 

^<s^^-^fM>>^^)^k^ ti-nor.:j  *jd  or 

Lacailkj  keeper  of  another  prifon,  called 
the  Bouffay,  gtvcs- a^^iif^^qfillftfltial  account 
of  one  of  the  drownings.  "I 

The  horrid   night,    fays   the   wltnefs,  of  1 
the   23d   of.O^lober,.' tw^  ,foidiers  of  the    1 
company   of  Marat  came  to    the  Bonffay,    j 
each  wilha- biandle  *of  cords,     Atout- nine    I 
o'clock  idiey  told  '  me|  ther-e'  were ^Ae4un'2- '  j 
dred    and  fift^- five'  prifoners;  ^hoi^^/^fhey    ; 
were  to  transfer  ;  to  B^lld-ifl'^y  td  'j'worck  '  at-    I 
a   fortrefs.      About '>^h  hcfiir  aft^r  arrived    j 
thirty  or  forty  more  ^of  thefe  fe-l'dior^^--   A» 
order  from  the-coppmittee  was**  pr-bfcced'foi* 
the  delivery  of  one  hundred  and  fifty -^^V6  of 
my  <prifon^fs.     I  obfer ved  to  the m,  vMt  fe-' 
veral  of  the  prifofiers  on  the  lift  wbl^e  iie^ 
at  ttbertf,  br  in  the  liolpiti^ls. '    "  "  '^ot^v^g  ,v; 
•   They  now  fet  down  t<d  tables'  and  after 
having    fupped,    and   drank    heartily^   they* 
brought  out  their  cords,  and  diverted  them- 


(  ^5  ■') 

felves  a  while  in  tying  each  other,  as  they 
intended  to  tie  the  priibners.  1  then  con- 
dufled  them  to  the  rooms  where  the  ,pri- 
foners  were  lodged.  They  inftantly  fall  to 
work,  tying  the  poor  trembling  wretches 
two  and  two. 

Grand-Maifon    now    entered    the    court 

yard>  and  hollowed  out  to  them  to  difpatch. 

GouUin  came  ftamping  and  fwearing,  be- 

caufe  the  number  on  the  lift  could  not  .be 

compleaied.     There  were  fo  many  fick  and 

dead  that  they  could  not  well  be  made  up. 

I  fent  you  fifteen  this- evening,  fays  GouUin, 

what  have  you  done  with  them  ?  I  told  him 

tliey  were  up  ftairs.     Down  with  them,  fays 

-hje^    I' obeyed,  and.  they  were  tied,  like  the 

xdl^    Inftead  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-fivie, 

Goullin  at  laft  confented  to  take  one  hun^ 

drcd  and  twenty-ni:ne,v  but  this,  number  not 

being  complete,  the  equitable  and  tende!*- 

jiearted  Gouilin  orders  the  remainder  to  be 

-taken  from .  the  prifoners  indiftinclly;.  and 

.-when  this  was.  done  he  marches  off  at  the 

Kead  of  the  aiTaiTins  to. conduct  them  to  the 

rivcr^.Mshere.thiey  w^re  all  drov/ned. 

.■->-..■. 

VofLi^Hr^IpAGE   204, 

The  widow, ^iiftj//^/,-.  who,,  h^d  firft  b.een 
robbed  of  her  property,  and  then  imprifoned. 


(    76    ) 

gives  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  llie 
and  her  Companions  in  captivity  were  treated. 

I  complained,  fays  this  poor  woman,  to 
Perrocheaux  of  a  violent  fore  throat.  That 
is  good,  faid  he,  the  guillotine  will  cure  you 
of  that. 

One  day  Jolly  afl<:ed  if  I  was  not  the 
widow  Mallet,  and  giving  me  a  look,,  that 
makes  me  tremble  even  now,  aye,  fays  he, 
fhe  fhall  drink  out  of  the  great  cup. 

In  the  houfe  where  we  were  confined, 
there  was  a  great  number  of  beautiful  pic- 
tures. Some  men  were  fent  one  day  by 
the  committee  to  tear  them  to  pieces,  which 
they  did,  leaving  only  one  which  reprcfented 
deatby  and  jeering  with  favage  irony,  con- 
template that  image,  faid  they,  to  cheer 
your  hearts. 

We  were  in  want  of  every  necefTary. 
Seven  hundred  of  us  were  confined  in  this 
houfe,  which,  even  as  a  prifon,  was  too  fmall 
for  two  hundred.  Forty  were  crammed  in- 
to one  litde  chamber.  During  fix  or  {^v^n 
months  we  had  no  infirmary,  or  rather  each 
apartment  was  one.  The  fick  and  dead  were 
often  extended  on  the  floor  among  the  living. 
How  many  have  I  (t^n  ftruggling  in  the 
pangs  of  death  by  my  fide. 

Grand  Maifon  told  nae  one  day  of  an  old 
quarrel :  times  are  altered,  fays  he,  now  I 
have  you  under  my  clutches. 


i  n  ] 

DurafTier  came  one  day  drunk,  and  be- 
gan to  make  out  a  li(l  for  cxe.cyjtion.  His 
oaths  and  imprecations  made  ut  tremble ;  I 
was  on  the  fatal  lift,  and  I  know  not  how 
I  have  efcaped. 

My  old  fervant  went  to  folicit  for  my  re- 
moval, reprefenting  me  as  dangeroufly  ill. 
Perrocheaux  faid.  to  her.  Let  her  die,  you 
filly  bitch,  and  then  we  fhall  have  her  houfe, 
and  you  will  fare  better  with  us  than  with 
her. 


Vol.  li.  Page  215^, 

BreJGt,  a  witnefs,  fays :  there  were  fome 
women  going  to  be  lliot ;  one  of  them  had 
a  child  of  eleven  months  old  at  her  breaft, 
which  the  afTaiTins  would  have  fhot  with  it's 
mother,  had  not  a  foldier  fnatched  it  from 
her  arms.  The  babe  was  carried  by  a  wo- 
man to  Gourlay,  a  furgeon,  who  had  the 
companion  to  take  care  of  lU 


'^  J 
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Vol.  II.  Page  217. 

FotirnieSy  a  witnefs,  fays,  that  there  were 
at  one  time,  to  his  knowledge,  ninety-fix 
priefts  drowned  in  the  Loire.  Adds  he, 
four  of  them  got  on  board  a  Dutch  floop 
lying  in  the  river  ^  but  were  retaken  and 
cjrowned  the  next  day.  Foucauk,  in  boaft- 
ing  of  the  fecond  drowning  of  thefe  priefts, 
Ihowed,  in  a  company  where  I  was,  a  pair 
of  fhoes  he  then  wore,  which  he  had  taken 
from  the  feet  of  one  of  them. 

Vol.  II.  Page  220. 

Jane  LallieSy  a  young  woman,  confined  on 
the  general  accufation  of  being,  an  ariftocrat, 
informs  the  tribunal,  that  ihe  was  male  cook 
in  the  prifon.  One  night>  fays  ilie,  a  num- 
ber of  the  company  of  Marat  came  to  the 
prifon.  One  Girardeau  condu6ted  the  troop. 
Come,  my  lads,  fays  he,  I  rnull:  go  and  fee 
my  birds  in  the  cage.  Ducon,  feeing  fomc 
of  the  prifoners  weep,  what  the  devil  do 
you  howl  for,  fays  he,  we  want  provifions 
here,  and  we  are  going  to  fend  you  off  to 
get  us  f:)me,  that  is  all. 

Creipin  fuid  to  me,  lii  giving  mc  feveral 


(    19    ) 

blows  with  his  naked  fwoid:  march,  bitchy 
light  us  along  :  we  are  mailers  now  :  your 
turn  will  loon  come,  when  there  is  no  better 
game. 

Come,  coi-nc,  my  little  Tinging  birds,  faid 
Jolly  ;  out  of  your  nefts,  and  make  up  your 
packets,  and  above  ail  do  not  forget  your 
pocket-books )  that  is  the  main  po.nt;  no 
cheating  the  nation.  Ducon  faid  afide  to 
Durafiier ;  are  not  they  finely  bit  ?  Finding 
they  did  not  prepare  themfelves  quick 
enough,  he  adds,  come,  comiC,  time  to  drels 
them,  time  to  fiioot  them,  time  to  knock 
their  brains  out — I  think  that  is  plenty  of 
time  for  them. 

Dura!!ier  kept  bawling  out,  quick,  b — 
gers,  march.  To  a  fick  m.an,  who  walked 
with  a  flick,  he  faid,  you  want  no  ftick  ; 
march  like  the  reil,  b — gers ;  you  fhall  foon 
have  a  llick  v/ith  a  devil  to  you. 

Ducon,  as  he  went  away,  faid  to  the 
keeper,  good-bye  for  this  time ;  we  fhall 
come  again  foon  to  eafe  you  of  the  red  : 
I  think  we  have  a  pretty  fmr-rc  haul  for 
once. — Thefe  poor  fouls  were  all  drowned. 

Vol.  II.  Page  222. 

Mrs.  Pichot,  living  by  the  water-fide  at 
Nantz,  fays,    that  fiie  faw   the  carpenters 


(     8o     > 

biify  conflruding  the  lighters  for  drowning 
the  prifoners;  and  foon  after,  fays  the  wit- 
nefs,  I  faw,  brought  to  be,  drowned  at  the 
Crepufcule,  a  great  number  of  women, 
many  of;  vvhpm  had  fucking  children  in 
their  arms.  rXbqy  fpreamed  and  cried  mofl 
piteoully.  Ohl  faid  they^  muft  we  be  put 
to  death  without  being  heard  ! 

Several  poor  women  of  the  neighbour- 
hood ran  and  took  a  child  a  piece,  and  fome 
tv/o  from  them*  Upon  this  the  poor  crea- 
tures ilirieked  and  tore  their  hair  worfe  than 
before. — Oh  1  my  dear,  my  love,  my  darl- 
ing bc'jbe !  am  I  never  to  fee  your  dear  face 
again !  Heavens  protedl  my  poor  dear  little 
love  !-—Such  heart-piercing  cries  were  fu rely 
never  before  lieard !  yet  thefe  could  not  fof- 
ten  the  hell-hounds  that  conducted  them. 

Many  of  thc(c  women  were  far  advanced 
with  child.  Ail  were  taken  into  the  boats, 
a  part  were  icPamediately  difpatched,  and  the* 
reft  put  on  board  the  Butch  Hoop,  till  the- 
next  day. 

i^'Vyhen  the  next  day  arrived,  fays  the 
witnefs,  though  we  v/ere  all  terror-ftruck, 
many  had  the  courage  to  afk  for  a  child 
apiece  of  vhofe  that  were  left  alive ;  but  the 
hard-hearted  viiiain,  Fouquet,  refufed,  pre- 
tending his  orders  were  changed,  and  all  that 
remained  on  board  the  (loop  were  drowned 


(     8i     ) 


Vol.  II.  Page  223. 

The  fam^'  witnefs  fays.  One  day  I  faw 
levcral  prifoners,  brought  from  the  Eyitrepoti 
depofited  in  a  lighter  with  a  neck.  They 
were  faflened  under  hatches,  where  they 
were  left  for  forty-eight  hours.  When  the 
hatches  were  Opened,  there  were  fixty  of 
them  ilifled.  Other  prifoners  that  were 
now  on  board  were  obliged  to  take  out  the 
bodies.  Robin  flood  on  the  deck  with  his 
drawn  fword  in  his  hand,  and  fuperin tended 
the  work.  This  done,  all  the  prifoners  on 
board  were  flripped  naked,  men,  women 
and  children  of  all  ages  from  fourfcore  to 
five ;  their  hands  were  tied  behind  them, 
and  they  were  thrown  into  the  river. 

Here  the  judge,  if  we  ought  to  call  a  fans- 
•culotte  ruffian  a  judge,  afked  the  witnefs  i^ 
this  drowning  was  perfoi  med  by  day  br  by 
night.  By  open  day  anfwers  the  witnefs. 
She  adds,  I  obferved  that  the  drowners  be- 
came very  familiar  with  the  pretuelt  of  the 
women  ;  and  fom.e  few  of  them  were  faved, 
if  it  can  be  called  faving,  to  endure  the 
more  than  infernal  embraces  of  thefe  mon  - 
flers. 


(  ^2  ) 

.^..  I)eL7r^mrre mioxxys  the  tribuxial,  that  there 

'was '  a  •  heap  ioyrn'ecl  of,  the   Bodies   of  the 

women'  who  h^dbpe^  and  that  the 

foIdiers/naiVeaing,  called  this  horrible  fpec- 

Xi^jrAQ^  me;  f7utm/mnj(  ^lkid|ag..t;a  tjie  rnountain, 

-»'j^  tTie\']Sfatip'Bal.  C}Qn\fention.  ! 

•>H^  laO    t3--L>.  <*3bi(ji^|ii^^^2aH«M^i''  ' '  -' 

ill  xiifw  iD-i^b  t)d-^  no  booil  dido'; 

^^   . Foiic'aulf  haVlrig^'Jaia  rone  & 
jt^iat;   lie  ■  "had '  twQ  Car.goe_s  "to  •  dripatch  that 
'riightj'  Bachelier  flings  hisT,"arnns.  round  his 
neck,  faying,  you   are   a  brave  klidw,  the 
beft  revoluti.QniftJJknpw  anaong  them  all. 

This  fame   Foucault   fired  at  his  father 

.with  .a  pife®!;;'  .and  was  looked t.i^'pon  as  the 

-inventor  of  the  plugged-lighters  for  drown- 

\ifJg.;t:he-f^ifoner&> .    '  /  ...^  ,-  -..   :.;.<'-tv' .-.  ,,  : 

'*  Dekjfaly  who   appears  to  Iiayja  been  an 

officer  of  police,  tells  the  tribunal,  that  one 

day  he  had  taken  up  a  woman'  of  bad  fame, 

,w-ho  lived  withXambertye,  one  of  the  chief 

dix>wners.  >   He,  cameito  my-houfe,.  fays  the 

witnefe,    in  a  rage,    abufcd ;  jiny ;  wifej    and 

cafting  a  ferocious  look  at  my  children,  poor 


0  83^  ): 

fitde  b — p;ers,  fays  he,  I  pity  youj  to-mor* 
row  you  wili'^be  fttiueflefcll  .jol 

bvj[\i  :i.ih  Li',^:  /^-.w  >:rr;H'J     /jtiJimrrroo  ^Aj 

«V-i0f!  VllJ^tj  A      .V.r-/'^:   ,   ■        .^  b   irjf'DvO  cJiW 

^^^^or^ril  oM'hT_  t>r coftip^ny  ^f  Maratl,  111*^^ 
fo^his  th^'tH'burifly-fFiat  lii;  liad  feveh  thou-- 
land,  five  h.uacired  perfons;^ot 'at  the  Gi-: 
gan ,' '  and  ''io^  \^h6bfand-  •  he  had^ -  -afflftcd  to 

;'♦  ol'f-d  II  iw  *i  .!*?'?[ 


Voi,.  II.  Page  254. 

Sophy  Bretonvilkt  a  witne fn^,  mtefls,  that 
Perroch  aux  came  feveral  times  to  her  fa- 
ther's, I  nder  pretence  of  fpeaking  to- .^her 
Q^.other  about  the  rcie  fe  of  her  hnfbanclj) 
bu.Cithait:hi^,,fea}  bufinef^  v/a&.  to  ma^c  }f}i^j\ 
cent': glffi^fcl  xq:  Mvfr;!^^.!  laj  flvprt^day^,  4\^ 
V'itnefs,  ii^m;^si«^e  'm  olfAr.-tOjreiu^fe.^i^ 
fatheij  jf^JriW.ouid  fatisty  his.  ivift^Mt  defiresi 
bui,  i^i  r-^uftdj,  very,.we:}y,.^ii  heat  ilag:,^ 
\  fcalfcg®  .4nd;-^4>  his  bu^fs,;%;  hi^^  ia-aa 


Vol.  IL  Page  258. 

A  houfe  was  wanted  for  fome  perpofe  by 
the  committee.  Chaux  was  cold  that  there 
was  one  in  the  ndg!iboiH^opd  /  but  that  it 
was  occupied  by  the  owner.  A  pretty  (lory, 
fays  he  I  in  with  the  b-  ger  mto  prifon,  and| 
he  will  be  glad  to  purchafe  his  life  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  houfe.. 

When  the  horrible  fiiiiation  of  the  prifon- 
ers  was  reprefented  to  the  committee,  Goul- 
lin  and  Chaux  replied ;  fo  much  the  better i 
let  them  die,  it  will  be  fo  much  clear  gains 
to  the  nation. 

■  /       Vol.  li^'RAo'fi  2:34.^^ 

-  yafie  Lavtgne  informs  the  Vtribunal,  that, 
one  night.  Carrier  came  with  PhilHppe  to 
fbp  at  her  hoiife.  They  were  talking,  fays 
the  witnefs^  of  the  meaflirei  to-  be  purfiJed; 
You  are  a  parcel  of  whining '  b-^gers  of 
judges,  faid  Carrier:  you  want  proofs  to 
guillotine  a  man;  int!o  the  ri'v^er?  with  the 
lH~gers,  fays  -the  Re'pfe^m^ivr.dT  the 
people.  Into  the  river  with  them;  that  is  thf 
flicrtdi  way. 


C    H   ) 


Vol.  III.  Page  it. 

Mary  Herau  informs  the  tribunal,  that  ftic 
got  admittance  one  day  into  a  prifon  where 
there  were  a  great  many  women  confined, 
feveral  hundreds.  I  faw  one  amongft  them, 
adds  the  witnefs,  that  was  taken  in  labour ; 
Ihe  was,  however,  {landing  up.  Such  an 
object  I  never  faw  j  Ihe  was  crawling  with 
vermin ;  her  lips  were  blue ;  death  had  al« 
ready  feized  her. — ^To  bear  the  fmell,  in  this 
infeded  abode,  I  was  obliged  to  have  the 
fmelling-bottle  continually  at  my  nofe. 

In  confequence  of  the  permiflion  granted 
me  to  chofe  a  child  out  of  this  prifon,  I  went 
to  a  room  where  there  where  three  hundred 
or  thereabouts,  all  of  whom  appeared  dying 
or  dead.  I  Hopped  at  the  door  (for  the  ftink 
was  fuch  that  I  durft  advance  nafurther)  and 
called  the  children  to  me.  Some  of  the  lit- 
tle innocents  raifed  their  hands,  and  others 
their  heads ;  but  only  fix  were  able  to  get 
to  me.  I  took  one  of  them,  ajid  was  alfa 
allowed  to  take  a  poor  woman,  whofe  fitua- 
tion  and  piteous  moans  moved  me  to  the 
foul.  I  gave  them  an  afylum  at  my  houfc 
till  the  ilfuing  of  the  inhuman  decree,  which 
obliged  me  to  return  them  into  the  clutches 
ef  the  tygers.  When  thi^  decree  came  out, 
H 
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I  applied  to  the  wife  of  Gallon,  one  of  the 
committee,  begging  her  to  intercede  with 
her  hufband  for  the  prefervation  of  the  wo- 
man and  child  I  had  taken  :  I  will  do  no 
Ibch  thing,  faid  (lie  ;  and,  if  you  will  be  ad- 
vifed  by  a  friend,  you  will  not  trouble  yoia* 
head  about  them. — They  were  reimprifoned, 
aixt  I  never  heard  of  them  more. 

Vol.  III.  Page  14. 

Mrs.  Laillet  informs  the  tribunal,  that 
fix  young  ladies,  of  the  Jiame  of  Lameterye, 
were  fent  to  the  Bouffay.  Carrier,  fays  ihe, 
fent  an  order  to  put  ihem  inflantly  to  death. 
The  keeper  of  the  prifon  comimilFioned  me 
to  communicate  to  them  the  fatal  tidings. 
I  called  them  into  a  room  apart,  and  told 
them  that  the  reprefentative  of  the  people 
liad  ordered  their  execution. 

The  youngeft  of  them  gave  me  this  ring, 
(here  fhe  fhowed  the  ring)  they  threw  them- 
selves on  their  knees,  and  called  on  the 
name  of  Jefus  Chrift.  From  this  pofture 
the  ruffians  roufed  to  condu(5l  them  to  the 
place  of  death.  They  were  executed,  with- 
out ever  being  tried.  While  they  were  dif- 
patching,  twenty-feven  men  awaited  the  fatal 
ftroke  at  the  foot  of  the  guillotine. 


(     87     ) 

ft  is  faid,  to  the  honour  of  the  executioner, 
that  his  remorfe  for  having  executed  thefe 
young  ladies  was  fo  great,  that  he  died  in  a 
few  days  afterwafd!?. 

I  atteil,  adds  this  witnefs,  that  I  hat^e 
feen  numbers  of  naked  bodies  of  womeOj 
lying  by  the  fide  of  the  Loire,  thrown  up  by 
the  tide.  I  have  feen  heaps  of  humiin  bodies 
gnawed,  and  partly  devoured  by  the  dogs 
and  birds  of  prey  3  which  latter  were  con  - 
tinually  hovering  over  the  city,  and  particu- 
larly near  the  water  fiJe.  I  have  feen  num- 
bers of  carcafTes  in  the  bottoms  of  the  iigb* 
ters,  partly  covered  with  water. 


Vol.  hi.  Page  23. 

Renaudot  informs  the  tribunal,  that  he 
faw  a  number  of  men  conduced  to  the 
meadow,  called  the  Mauves,  and  (hot. — - 
Some  of  them  who  were  not  killed  by  the 
fufiis,  fays  the  witnefs,  were  difpatched  with 
the  fabre.  A  cannoneer,  named  Jacob, 
came  up  to  me,  and  faid  that  it  was  he  who 
had  finillied  thofe  \\4io  efcaped  the  balls. 
Their  necks,  fays  this  butcher*,  were  juft  the 
thing  to  try  my  nev/  fabre. 

H  1 
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Vol.  hi.  Page  24. 

I  accufe,  fays  the  fame  witnefs,  the  com- 
mittee of  the  murder  of  three  nuns,  with 
my  children's  maid.  They  were  condudled 
by  Jolly  to  the  committee  to  take  the  oath 
of  apoftacy.  Shoot  no  more,  drown  no 
more,  faid  the  nuns,  and  we  will  even  take 
this  horrid  oath.  This  amounted  to  a  re- 
fufal,  and  the  confequence  is  too  well 
known. 

Vol.  hi.  Page  25. 

'  Captain  Leroux  attells,  that  the  murder 
of  the  ninety  priefls  was  a  moft  wanton  a6l 
of  cruelty,  contrary  to  the  profeffions  of  the 
committee  itfelf  i  for  that  they  were  only  to 
be  fent,  it  was  faid,  into  perpetual  exile. 
He  fays  he  was  ordered  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  threatened  with  imprifonment 
for  having  permitted  two  of  them  to  get  on 
board  his  vefTel. 

Capiaiu  Boulsty  one  day,  in  weighing  his 
anchor,  faw  four  or  five  hundred  dead  bo- 
dies raifed  up  by  the  cables ;  and  adds,  that 
there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty  women 


(    H   ) 

isonfined  at  Mirabeau,  who  difappeared  all 
at  once. 

Vol,  ill  Page  2;^* 

Foucaulty,  one  of  the  accufed,  being  afked 
by  the  judge,  what  was  become  of  the  piU 
lage  of  the  priefts  (for,  as  1  have  already 
obferved,  this  feemed  to  be  the  chief  obje<5t 
of  the  trial),  Foucault  replied,  that,  having 
confulted  Carrier  on  the  fubjed,  he  anfwer- 
ed,  b — ger!  who  (hould  have  it  but  thofe 
that  did  the  work  P — Foucault  declares,  that 
the  efFe61:s  of  the  priefts  were  lodged  on 
board  the  covered  lighter,  whence  the  priefts 
had  been  precipitated  into  the  water;,  and 
on  board  of  which  Lambertye,  the  chief  in 
this  expedition,  gave  a  great  dinner  the  next 
day,  cofting  forty  thoufand  livres.  Fronn 
other  witneftes,  it  appears  that  Carrier  aQlfted 
at  this  repaft,  and  that  he  even  propofed 
dining  on  the  fcaffold  of  the  guillotine. 

The  following  traits  are  well  calculated 
to  fhow  what  fort  of  treatment  a  people 
muft  ever  exped  from  the  hands  of  bafe-born 
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.villains,  when  they  are  fuffered  to  feke  tfifc 
reigns  of  power. 

'"^OL.  III.  Page  ii. 

i  liad  a  fon  and  Daughter,  fays  a  witnefs, 
fiaimed  Puflerle;  Goullin  had  propofed^a 
marriage  between  his  fon  and  my  daughter, 
and  Goullin  another  between  his  daughter 
and  my  Ibn.  Neither  had  my  confeiit  j  and 
to  avenge  themfelves,  when  they  tvere  in 
the  committee,  they  feized  my  V/ife  and 
iiaughtei*,  and  all  my  moft  valuable  .property. 
The  former  were  dragged  to  a  loathfome 
prilbn ;  the  latter  I  have  never  fince  feen  or 
heard  of. 

Vol.  III.  Page  17. 


A  friend  ofGoullin  had,  as  he  pretended-, 
been  brought  to  punifhrnent  by  the  family 
of^  the  two  young  Toinettes.  When  they 
were  brought  before  the  committee,  he  told 
d/em  of  this.  But,  faid  they,  it  could  not 
be  us.  Goullin,  like  the  wolf  in  the  fable, 
cried  out,  if  it  was  not  you,  it  was  your 
iather.     The  two  Toinettes  were  executed. 
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Vol.  IIL  Page  3$^ 

'  My  {bn-in-law,  fays  a  witnefs,  ttamed 
Valle,  had  been  confined  for  no  other  Ipe- 
tified  Criine  tliah  that  of  being  a  well-drejfed 
man  (miifcadin).  I  went  to  Carrier  and  to 
the  committee  to  fblicit  his  releafe,  before 
the  order  was  ilTued  forbiddins:  all  folicita- 
tions.  There  feemed  to  be  fome  hopes  of 
fucceeding;  but  Chaux  oppofed  my  requefl:, 
and  he  alone.  It  was  he  who  had  ordered 
him  to  be  imprifon^d,  to  be  revenged  on 
tis,  becaiife  we  refufed  to  fell  him  a  quan- 
tity of  llarch  that  he  had  a  mind  to. 


4°C3=H<*^>04<H>4*4=<^ 


Vol.  IIL  Page  38. 

^i-I  was  iit  a  drowning,  fays  Tahotiret^  on 
board  a  lighter  condudled  by  Affile.  Come 
on,  my  lads,  faid  he,  to  the  ifland  of  'Tof- 
fy-turvy.  Before  we  got  out  to  the  finking 
place,  I  heard  the  prifoners  make  the  molt 
terrible  lamentations.  Sav^e  us  !  oh  !  fave 
us  I  cried  they  ;  there  is  yet  time  !  oh  !  pray, 
J>ray,  fave  us  !  Some  of  their  hands  were 
ur>tied,    and  they   ran  them  through  the 
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railmg,  crying,  mercy !  mercy  !  It  was  then 
that  I  faw  the  villain.  Grand  Maifon,  chop 
gff  their  hands  and  arms  with  his  fabre.: 
Ten  minutes  after,  I  heard  the  carpenters, 
placed  in  the  little  boats,  hammering  at  the 
fides  of  the  lighters  and,^  diredly,  down  it 
went  to  the,  bottom.. 

Vol.  III.  Page  90. 

Trappe.  When  the  fifty-five  priefts  were 
drowned,  I  went  to  Carrier  to  afk  him 
what  fliould  be  done  with  their  money,  gold 
and  filver  fnufF  boxes,  rings,  &c.  Leave 
them,  nothing  fays  he.  Embark  thefe 
b— gers,  and  let  me  hear  no  more  of  them,, 
feys  the  reprefentative  of  the  people. 

Thefe  priefts,  fays  the  witnels,  had  z 
great  number  of  valuable  jewels,  which 
were  all  delivered  to  Richard.  Carrier,, 
upon  hearing  that  the  expedition  was  over,' 
feemed  angry  j  blaft  it,  fays  he,  I  intended 
to  referve  that  job  for  Lambertye* 

The  widow  Bumey  corroborates  the  evi^ 
dence  of  Trappe,  and  adds,  after  the  priefts 
were  drowned,  Lambertye  came  to  me,  and 
pointing  his  fabre  to  my  breaft,  bitch,  fays 
he,  you  Ihall  give  me  an  account  of  the 
fpoils  of  thofe  p.riefts.--I  atteft,  fay§  this 


(     9i     ) 

witnefs,  that  Lambertye  and  Fouquet  svtH 
the  favourites  of  the  reprcfentative  of  the 
people^ 

Vol.  hi.  Page  43* 

Naudiller,  I  v/as,  one  day,  at  Carrier's, 
with  Lambertye  and  feveral  others.  Car- 
rier, in  pointing  to  the  river,  faid,  we  have 
already  ducked  two  thoufand  eight  hundred 
of  them  there.  One  of  the  ftrangers  afk- 
ing  what  he  meant — Yes,  fays  Carrier, 
two  thoufand  eight  hundred,  in  the  national 
hath, 

1  myfelf  faw,  fays  the  witnefs,  while  I  was 
at  Nantz,  which  was  not  long,  iive  hundred 
men  and  two  hundred  and  fifcy  women,  all 
tied,  conducted  to  the  Loire  by  Lambertye 
and  Fouquet. 

Vol.  in.  Page  50. 

One  time,  fays  Jfilcy  (he  was  one  of  the 
drowners)  Fouquet  ordered  me  to  go  to 
Marie,  to  befpeak  the  two  lighters  that  were 
wanted  for  the  night,  and  to  engage  fome 
carpenters.     This  done,  I  went  and  got  the 
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Jt&rd^i  and  rhe-  flaples  to:  fallen  the  pfironers 
at  the  bottom  or  the  lighter. — About  nim 
o'clock  nearly  five  hundred  were  put  or 
board. — Thefe  were  pillaged  and  dripped  fr 
the  lighter,  and  Fouquet  Iwore,  if  I  did  noi 
obey  his  requifitions  (which  were  always' 
made  in  the  name  of  the  law)  he  would-- 
drown  me  with  the  reft. 

Four  little  boatSj,  cOndTiues  Affile,  attended 
^ach  lighter.  When  the  plugs  were  pulled 
out  the  prifoners  cried,  mercy  ! — There  were 
ibme  on  the  half  deck  with  their  hands  tied 
only,  and  thefe,  when  the  faw  the  lighter 
linking,  cried,  let  us  jump  into  their  boats 
•und  drown  them  with  ourfelves.  But  all  that 
attempted  it  were  hacked  down  with  fabres. 

When  the  expedition  was  compleated,  we 
i;«^ent  to-^  Thomas's  hotel,  where  the  efFe(5ls 
of  the  prifoners  had  been  carried ;  hence- 
we  wtnt  to.Secher's,  where  we  divided  the 
ipoil.  . 

The  prifoners  on  their  trial,  having  de- 
nied here,  that  they  had  given  orders  for 
the  drownings,  feveral  of  their  orders  were 
prcduced,  and  read.  It  may  not  be  amifs 
to  infert  two  or  three  of  them.  They  will 
give  the^  reader  a  perfed  idea  of  the  muf- 
derier^s  ftiie,  :  * 
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,'  In  the  nam  of  the  Republic,  The  revo- 
utionary  committee  authorife  citizen  Af- 
ile,  jun.  to  require  the  number  of  carpenters 
hat  he  may  find  necelTary  for  the  execution 
)f  the  expedition  he  is  charged  with.  1  his 
i:itizen  is  required  to  ufe  all  the  difpatch  in 
[lis  power,  and  to  give  generous  wages  to 
j;he  workmen,  provided  they  work  with  all 
l:he  zed  and  adivity  that  the  fublic  Jervics 
requires. 

(Signed)         GouLLiN, 
Bachelier, 

and  olJpcrs, 

r  In  the  nam  of  the  Republic.  The  revolu- 
tionary committee  anthorife  citizen  Goias 
to  take  as  many  lighters  and  fmall  boats,  as 
he  fhall  judge  neceilary,  for  the  execution, 
of  the  bufwefs  that  the  comm.ittee  has  en- 
trufted  to  his  zealous  care, 

(Signed)  Navd, 

BOLOGNIE, 
GOULLIN, 

and  others. 

h  the  natfii  of  the  Repullic,  Citizen  Afr 
file,  jun.  is  required  to  pay  attention  to,  and 
fee  executed,  the  order  given  to  citizen  Co^ 
lasi  and  aii  watermeft  and  others  arc  re-^ 
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quired  to  aU  and  ajfifi  in  the  public  fervke; 
and  to  obey  the  requifition  of  citizen  Affile^ 
under  pain  of  being  declared  had  citizens  and 

fufpeSfed  perfonu 

(Signed)         Grand-Maison, 
Naud, 

and  others. 

Vol.  III.  Page  62* 

Bourdiny  a  witnefs,  gives  an  account  ol 
feveral  Ihootings.  The  laft  that  1  faw,  adds 
he,  was  of  eighty  women.  They  were 
firft  fhot,  then  dripped,  and  left  expofed 
on  the  fpot  during  three  days. 

I  carried  a  young  lad  off  from  the  Entre- 
pot.  He  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  When 
the  revolutionary  committee  ordered  all  the 
children,  thus  prefer ved,  to  be  given  up. 
Jolly,  who  faid  he  was  the  judge  of  all  the 
prifoners,  permitted  me  to  keep  this  boy^ 
but  my  neighbour  Aignes,  who  could  not 
obtain  a  like  favour,  gave  up  a  lad  of  four- 
teen years  of  age,  agreeable  to  the  order  of! 
the  committee,  and  the  next  day  we  faw 
him  ihot. 

When  the  ihooting  en  fnajfe  firft  begari 
the  prifoners  were  fuffered  to  retain  their 
clothes  till  they  were  dead.     As  Uiey  were 
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condiicled  to  the  place  of  execution,  and 
even  after  they  arrived  on  the  fpor,  the  old- 
clothes  dealers  were  'it^n  bargaining  with  the 
foldiers  for  their  cloches.  The  poor  unfor- 
tunate creatures  had  the  mortifTcation  to  fee 
their  own  towns  men  and  women  buying 
the  poor  remains  of  their  fortunes  on  their 
backs  •,  and,  the  inflant  they  fell,  the  mon- 
fiers  ruflied  in,  tearing  the  new-acquired 
property  fron^.  tlitir  bodies,  yet  flruggling 
in  the  pangs  of  death. — But,  the  revolu- 
tionary butchers  found  that  this  was  but 
an  unproductive  iale  :  the  clothes  being  Hioc 
through  funk  their  value-,  and  this  circum- 
ilance  determined  them  to  ilrip  the  prifoners 
naked  before  execution. 

Vol.  III.  Page  66. 

Lambert^  another  witn^efs,  informs  the 
tribunal,  that  he  has  feen  the  banks  of  the 
Loire  covered  with  dead  bodies-,  among 
which  were  feveral  of  old  men,  little  chil- 
dren of  both  fexeSj  and  an  infinite  number 
of  women,  all  naked.  One  of  the  women, 
that  I  law  at  one  time,  had  an  infant  locked 
in  her  arms.  Sh^.  had  been  di owned  at  the 
1 
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Crepiifcule  thexiay  before  with  about  two 
hundred  more. 


Vol.  III.   Page  96. 

A  vyjtnefs  depoles  that  Hie  law  L>ebrun, 
one  of  the  company  of  Marat,  jump  and 
dance  upon  the  dead  body  of  a  child. 

Vol.  III.  Page  99, 

J^amark.  I  was  one  morning  at  break- 
fad  widi  Criicy,  Leveque,  and  Perrocheaiix, 
when  the  latter  told  me,  they  were  jufl:  go- 
ing to  take  a  young  girl  out  of  priion  to  put 
her  in  keeping  for  their  own  uje. 

1  was  one  day,  fays  the  witnefs,  at  the 
committee  to  af]<  the  releafe  of  fome  chil- 
dren, and  \  could  not  help  being  (hocked 
at  the  jocular  manner  in  which  they  pro- 
ceeded and  talked.  Ghaux  faid  to  me  here 
we  are,  you  fee,  up  to  our  eyes  among  the 
dead  bodies  and  pretty  girls. 

The  criminals  being  afked  what  they  had 
to  fay  concerijing  their  having  ifTued  certain 


{     99     ') 

crnel  decrees,  anlwered  that  tliev  were 
fathers  of  families^  and  that  if  they  had  dif- 
obeyed  Carrier,  they  feared  lie  might  not 
only  <!cfhoy  them,  but  their  wives  •^wl  chil- 
dren alfo. 

N(jw  then,  let  us  fee  how  tliefe  afF  6lionate, 
tenav.r-he«irted  fathers  of  families  behaved 
towards  the  wives  and  children  of  others* 

«<t  ^>^*>^<^*^^«<<-*>» 

Vol,  III.  Page  67. 

As  tney  had  dersied  having  iiTu-d  the 
erne!  ord:  rs  for  irr.prifoning  the  children, 
the  fuliowing  decrees  were  produced. 

The  revolutionary  committee  orders  the  ^^- 
fievolent  commiiiaries  of  the  i7ch  feclion,  as 
well  as  all  others  v/ho  have  priibners  in  their 
houfes  of  detention,  to  deliver  to  nobody, 
any  child  whatever  i  except  it  may  be  to  the 
officers  of  the  fnips  of  the  Republic,  and 
even  they  are  to  take  7ione  under  fcvcntcen 
years  of  age. 

{Signed)  Goullin, 

and  others. 

The  citizen  keeper  of  the  Entrepot  is  or- 
dered to  give  in  a  lift  of  all   thofe,  who,  in 
I  2 
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obedience  to  the  order  of  the  committee, 
have  delivered  up  the  children  they  had 
Uken  from  the  prilbn. 

(Sigmd)  Chaux, 

and  others. 

Citizen  Dua^ey  is  ordered  to  give  in  a 
lift  of  all  the  perfons,  with  the  ftreec?  and 
numbers  of  the  houfes  where  they  live,  who 
have  taken  av/ay  any  of  the  prifoners,  Hs 
will  be  particular  in  the  dwelling  of  the 
women,  who,  in  fpite  of  the  decrees  of  the 
committee,  has  had  the  infamy  to  take  away 
itv^n  young  girls  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  years 
of  age. 

{Sign^)  Grand-Maisou^, 

and  others. 

When  the  blood-thirfty  villains  had  thus 
colleded  all  the  unhappy  prifoners  together, 
they  ifiued  the  following  order. 

In  the  name  of  the  revolutionary  committee 
of  Nantz.  The  commandant  of  the  troops 
is  required  to  furnifh  three  hundred  regu- 
lars. One  half  of  this  detachment  will 
march  to  the  Boufray,  and,  taking  the  pri- 
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foners  thence,  will  condu6lthem  bound,  two 
and  two,  to  the  priibn  of  the  Eperonniere. 
The  other  divifion  will  go  to  Saintes-Cai- 
res,  .and  condu6l  the  priioners  from  thence 
to  the  Eperonniere.  Then,  all  thefe  pri- 
foners,  together  with  thofe  confined  in  the 
prifon  of  the  Eperonniere,  are  to  be  taken 
and  (hot,  without  diftin^ion  of  age  or  fex^  in 
the  manner  that  the  commandino-  officer  of 
the  detachment  may  judge  vcxO^  convenient, 

(Signed)      "  Grand-MaisoNj, 

GOULLIN, 
MiNGUET, 

and  others,  ■ 

In  this  place,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  let 
the  reader  hear  what  thefe  menders  had  to 
fay  in  their  defence. 

Vol.  III.  Page   q,^.. 

GouJUn.     They  keep  telling  us  of  our  ter-= 
rific  meafures ,  I  maintain  that  we  made  no- 
body  tremble  but   the  mifers,   the  rich^  the 
hoarders  of  frovifions^  the  fanaticks,  aad  the 
I  3 
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ariftocrats ;  but  as  for  the  true  fans-culottes, 
they  had  nothing  to  rear. 

Bachelier  (Vol.  III.  Page  31.)  All  the 
rich  were  fufp'^led  perjons.  We  were  ob- 
liged to  ilrike,  not  only  them  who  did^  but 
them  who  could  do  harm,  However,  very 
few  patriots  were  facrificed  j  we  aimed  prin- 
cipally at  the  former  nobili'y  and  clergy  •,  at 
thofe.Who  hoarded  up  provifions,  and  all 
fuch  as  poffefTed  great  riches.  The  trw 
and  real  fans-culottes  were  fpared. 

Vol.  III.  Page  99. 

One  day,  fays  a  witnefs,  I  begged  Bache- 
lier to  have  mercy  on  the  littk-  children.  I 
pleaded  their  innocence,  and  reprefented 
their  infancy,  and  the  injuilice  of  punifli- 
ing  them  for  the  faults  of  their  parents. 
Bachelier  anfwered  coolly,  if  I  did  not 
know  you,  i  fliouid  take  you  for  an  arido- 
v-rar.  You  do  not  perceive  then,  that  thefe 
children  have  fucked  ariftocratic  milk;  tliat 
the  blood  that  runs  in  their  veins  is  impure, 
and  incapable  of  being  changed  into  repub- 
lican blood  ?  I  compare  them,  added' he,  to 
an  oil- barrel,  which,  in  fpite  of  all  the  v/afh- 
ing  and  f:rubbing  you  can  give  it,  will  for 
ever  retain  its  ilink.     It  is  juilfo  with  thefe 
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children.  They  wiil  alwiiys  retain  an  at- 
tachment to  the  kings  and  priefts  of  their 
fathers. 

Vol.  III.    Page  104. 

BacheJier  anfwers  to  this.  With  refped, 
fays  he,  to  the  children  of  the  arillocrats,  I 
own  that  I  faid,  they  were  hard  to  be  made 
good  republicans ;  and  that  it  was  much  to 
be  feared,  that  the  children  of  fanaticks 
would  G}ie  day  refenble  their  parents.  Re- 
nard,  mayor  of  Kantz,  who  is  known  for  a 
found  patriot  and  a  bum  ne  man^  faid  on 
this  fubjed:,  that  the  cats  eat  \hQ young  rais^ 
and  that  they  were  in  che  right  of  it  \  for  it 
was' the  only  way  oi  deflroying  the  breed.  I 
am  pcrfuaded,  adds  Bachelier,  that  no  true 
republican  will  blamx  me  for  faying  and 
thinking  like  Renu'd,  who  was  a  moll  ex- 
cellent patriot. 

There  was,  it  feems,  another  reafon  for 
murdering  the  arifiocrats  •,  for  when  the  pro- 
pofal  was  made  for  killing  them  enmojje^  Ro- 
bin faid  (Vol.  III.  Page  85.)  x\\^  patriots  are 
in  want  of  breads  it  is  juil  that  thole  fcoun- 
dreis  ihould  perifh,  and  not  eat  up  our 
vtSiuals  from  us. — .Kermen  oppofed  this  •,  but 
Robin  exclaimed,   none  of   your  modcrle 
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propofuions  here.  I  fay,  th^y  are  a  parcel 
of  arift.crats  that  vvifli  to  overturn  the  re- 
public, therefore  let  them  die. 

Vol.  III.    Page    io6. 

Crefpin,  one  of  the  company  of  Marat,. 
informs  the  tribunal,  that  he  was  at  a 
drowning  on  board  a  lighter,  where  the 
prifcners  were  faftened  down  under  boards, 
nailed  from  fide  to  fide.  They  uttered,  fays 
he,  the  moft  piteous  cries.  Some  of  them 
put  their  hands  folded  in  a  fupplicatlng  pof- 
ture  through  the  openings  between  the 
boards ;  and  I  faw  the  members  of  the  comr 
mittee  chop  off  thofe  hands  and  fingers. 
One  of  them  plunged  his  fabre  down  in 
amongft  the  prifoners,  and  we  heard  a  man 
cry  out,  oh  !  the  raical !  he  has  (tabbed  me! 
— bur  ears,  adds  the  witnefs,  were^  nov/ 
dunned  with  the  cry  of,  oh  !  you  raically, 
brutal  lavages !  this  is  the  mercy,  ihis  is  the 
humanity  ot  republicans  ! 

One  day,  continues  this  witnefs,  he  faw 
Carrier  in  a  coach  at  the  foot  of  the  guillo- 
tine, enjoying  the  fpeclacle  vs^hile  about 
twenty,  perlbns  were  beheaded. — Naud  was 
with  me,  who  went  up  to  Carrier  with  me,, 
and  afked  him,  if  he  did  not  want  a  Marat. 
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Yes,  b — ger,  fays  Carrier,     I  am  your  man 
then,  laid^Naud. 

The  new  Marat  was  dilpatched  to  call  the 

Judgis  to  the  i-epreftntativa  of  t'm  peopk'i 
and  when  Philippes  ventured  to  tell  him 
that,  among  thole  whom  he  had  ordered  to 

•  the  guillotine  from  the  Boiiftay,  there  were 
two  children  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
two  others  of  thirteen,  Carrier  fell  into  a 
violent  paffion  :  damned  b — gers,  fays  he, 
in  what  country  am  I  got  ?  All  milk-hearted 
rafcals  alike ! 

The  following  traits  will  prove  that  a  fe- 
rocious cruelty  had  taken  po/fefllon  of  the 
hearts  of  the  young  as  well  as  the  old. 

Vol.  III.  Page  65. 

Lalloue^  fays  Naud^  offered  himfelf  as  an 
exprefs  to  fetch  back  the  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  perfons  that  were  fent  off  to  Pa- 
ris. This,  he  faid,  he  would  do  for  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  them  drowned. 

This  Lalloue,  continues  the  witnefs,  was 
ixjudgey  and  the  companion  of  the  reprefcn- 
tative  of  the  people,   although  but  nineteen 
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years  of  age.— He  had  been  convided  of; 
theft,^  and  boaftcd  of  being  one  of  the  mur- 
derers of  the  prlibners  at  Paris,  in  the  month 
ofSepcunber,  1792. — Ah!  fays  he, one  day, 
to  one  of  his  conipanions  on  the  bench,  you 
fliould  have  kvn  us  at  Paris  in  the  month  of 
SeptetT.bcr.  There  you  would  have  learned 
how  to  knock  them  off. 

Vol,  III.  Page  hi. 

LecHq^  I  faw  feveral  men  and  women 
chopped  down,  on  board  a  Dutch  floop 
that  lay  in  th':'  river  t  law  a  yourg  lad  al- 
iifting  to  drov/n  ihe  prifoners  at  the  lad 
drowning  ^  particul.  rly  one  whom  he  unmer- 
cifully feezed  by  the  leg,  dragged  to  the  fide 
of  the  lighter/ and  kicked  overboard. 

Vol,  III.    Page    126. 

,  Lmllct  informs  the  tribunal,  that  flie  faw  a 
lad  of  about  ieventeen  or  eighteen  years  of 
age  hew  down  two  prifoners,  and  hack  them 
with  his  fabre,  at  the  prifon  of  the  Bouffay. 
They  were  afterwards,  adcls  the  >vitnefs, 
dra£>i^ed  to  the  waterfide.^ 


I 
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Vol.  III.  Page  ii  i. 


Fonthonne  infornis  the  tribunal,  that,  at 
the  requcit  of  Dehlle,  he  went  to  the  En- 
tre-ct  to  encieavour  to  lave  an  innocent  and 
amiable  family  of  females,  the  youngell  of 
which  was  about  thirteen  yea'  s  of  age.  De- 
lille  went  v/ith  me.  Wh:n  we  came  to  the 
prifon,  we  were  conduded  "  to  a  horrid 
ftink'n^;  hole  under  a  ftair-cafe.  We  afked 
for  a  candle,  and,  after  fome  time,  we  got 
into  this  fort  of  dungeon.  Here  we  found 
the  mother  and  f;)ur  daughters  lying  clofe 
to  each  otiner  upon  fome  wet  and  filchy 
ftraw  •,  and  jound  about  them  there  were 
feveral  dead  women.  The  youngeft  daui^h- 
ter,  whom  alone  we  had  obtained  permifTion 
to  take,  was  covered  up  in  her  mother's  go ^-n 
to  keep  her  warm. — When  we  told  the 
poor  mother  our  errand  ♦,  no,  faid  fhe,  my 
child  (hail  ftay  and  die  with  mylclf;  we 
have  lived,  and  we  will  die  together. — We 
thought  ourfeives  jultificd,  adds  the  witnefs, 
in  ufmg  force.  When  the  mother  perceived 
our  refolution,  fne  uttered  fuch  dreadful 
lamentations  as  are  impcffible  to  be  dt  i-rib- 
ed.  My  child!  oh!  my  dear,  darling  chiki! 
were  the  lad  words  her  daughter  ever  heard 
from  her.     The  child  never  recovered  the 
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ftroke;  Pas  pined  away  about  eight  months, 
and  then  died. 

Vol.  III.   Page  113. 

The  fame  witnefs  fays,  I  faw  a  faw  num^ 
ber  of  perfons  conducted  from  the  place  of 
Equality,  to  be  fnot  at  the  Maiives.  rhere 
were  women  and  children  of  all  ag;es  amonsil 
them.  My  heart  could  not  lupport  rhis 
fpedaclc ;  I  ran  home,  faddied  my  horfe, 
and  rode  to  the  place  of  execution.'  When 
I  arrived  the  poor  creatures  were  all  on 
their  knees,  and  the  ft  Idiers  were  prepar- 
ing to  iirc.  i  ;uihed  through  them,  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  fave  eight  of  the 
children,  the  cldcil  of  which  was  twelve 
years  of  age ;  the  reit  were  fnot  with  their 
fathers  and  mothers. 

Vol.  Hi.  Page  i  14. 

Laurcncy  informs  the  tribunal,  that  he 
faw,  at  one  time,  three  hundred  men  con- 
duced 10  ihe  water,  l^hey  were  all  naked, 
and  had  thfir  hands  tied  behind  them.  I 
iv^y  too,  adds  the  witnefs,  fevei  al  women  and 
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^irls  murdered,  on  board  a  barge  in  the 
river  j  two  of  whom,  aged  about  eighteen 
years,  I  faw  a  young  lad  behead  with  his 
fabre,  while  he  fung  the  carmagmk. 


Vol.  III.  Page  119. 

Saudroc.     At  a   great  dinner,  to   which 
.X-ambertye,    the    chief    murderer,    invited 
Carrier,  I  was  a  witnefs  of  a  moft  fcanda- 
lous  fcene.     After  the  repaft  was  over,  and 
-while  the  glafs  went  round,  Lambertye  en- 
tertained us  with  a  long  and  full  account  of 
a  drowning  he  had  performed  the  night  be- 
fore, and  boailed  of  the  manner  in  which 
;he  flibred  the  poor  wretches  that  attempted 
to  efcape.     All  the  convives,  adds  the  wit- 
,nefs,  honoured  his  valour  with  long  and  re  • 
peated  burfts  of  applaufe. — Carrier  toafted 
the  national  hath. — This  monfter  talked  of 
nothing  but  death  and  the  guillotine. 

Another  witnefs  fays,  (Vol.  III.  Page 
1 2 J.)  I  faw  Carrier,  with  his  drawn  fword 
in  his  hand,  threatening  to  guillotine  the 
firft  perfon  who  fhould  dare  to  fhov/  the  leaft 
pity  for  the  prifoners  that  were  conduded  to 
execution. 

'  K 
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And  another  (Vol.  II.)  fays:  Carrier 
canie  one  day  to  look  at  the  lighters  that 
were  conftruding  for  the  drownings,  and 
turning  to  Foucaiilt,  Charmingly  commo- 
xiious  indeed  !  fays  he.  Do  you  hear  ?  added 
he^  pay  thefe  lads  well  for  their  labour. 

Vol.  IIL  Page  126. 

An  old  man  appeared  at  the  bar.  1  attefl, 
fays  he,  that  I  was  ill-treated  by  the  revolu- 
tionary committee-,  becaufe  I  requefted  the 
releafe  of  a  young  girl  who  was  entirely  in- 
nocent. The  committee  told  me  that  I  had 
no  bufmefs  to  mieddle  with  any  fuch  people. 
My  nephew  and  my  fon-in-law  were  Ihot 
for  no  crime  whatever;  and,  adds  the  old 
man,  I  had  the  grief  to  fee  my  own  children 
dragged  from  nny  houfe  to  the  fatal  lighters. 
One  of  them  made  an  attempt  to  efcape  frorin 
the  hands  of  his  barbarous  executioners^  was 
caught  and  fhot. 

I  dare  fiiy  the  reader  is  ready  to  weep  for 
diis  poor  diflreffed  father;  but  let  him  re- 
ferve  his  tears  for  more  worthy  objefbs. 
This  old  man  was  a  murderer  like  the  reft. 
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arid  his  own  family  had  fallen  into  the  "pit 
he  had  dug  for  another.  Yes,  reader,  this 
grey  headed,  ferocious  old  tyger,  who  com- 
plains of  the  cruelties  of  others,  ends  his 
evidence  by  accufing  Carrier,  even  Carrier, 
of  having  fhov/n  an  adl  of  mercy ! — I  ac~ 
ciife  him,  (fays  the  hoary  affafTin  (Page  26) 
of  being  no  patriot ^  fince  hc-did  not  execute  the 
wife  of  Temploi-icj  whom  I  informed  againlt 
as  an  ernigrant. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  148. 

Jtiget^  a  judge  at.  Nantz,  reads,  from  the 
regifter  of  his  tribunal,  an  order  of  Carrier 
to  fend  thirty-fix  men,  twenty  women,  and 
four  children,  to  be  fliot,  without  being 
heard  or  tried.     This  was  accordingly  done. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  14S, 

Pcupon  depofes,  that  he  was  witnefs  of 
Z  drowning,  when  the  company  of  Marat 
went  and  dragged  fick  peribns  from  the 
hofpital  in  order  to  m^ake  up  a  lighter 
full. — Some  of  thefe-  perfons,  adds  the  wit- 
K2 
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ncfs,  could  fcarcely  crawl  along,  and  I  faw 
thefe  murderers  beat  them  mofl  cruelly  v/ith 
great  ilicks,  crying,  along  with  you^  b — gers 
march  !  march  !  we  will  give  you  fweet  air 
enough  now. — Others  they  dragged  along 
by  the  hair  of  the  head,  till  they  got  them 
ori  board  the  lighter. — All  this  time,  fays 
the  witnefs,  the  condu6i:ors  of  the  expedi- 
tion .kept  hollowing  out,  come/  come,  my 
lads,  be  quick  !  along  with  the  b — gers  1 
the  tide  fails  apace  :  there  is  no  time  to  be 
loft. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  151. 

Seginely  one  of  the  company  of  IVFarat, 
informs  the  tribunal,  that  Gouliin  and  Chaux 
conduced  fome  of  the  company,  one  day, 
to  the  houfe  of  Carrier.  When  we  came, 
fays  this  under  cut-throat,  into  the  prefence 
of  the  reprefentative  of  the  people,  our  con- 
dudtors  told  him  we  were  good  lads,  citizens 
on  whom  he  might  rely.  So  much  the  bet- 
ter, fr/3  Can-ier,  adding,  depend  on  it, 
my  boys,  if  you  do  your  duty  like  good 
t) — gers,  tl-e  Republic,  which  is  never  un- 
grateful, will  pay  you  well. 

While  we  were  there,  fays  the  witnefs^- 
Lambertye  came,    and  went   into  anothei^ 
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room  v/kh  Carrier.  Gouliin  afked  Gran^i 
Maifon  who  that  man  was.  He  is  a  fecond 
Marat,  replied  the  latter,  and  is  now,  with- 
out doubt,  receiving  orders  to  cooimuni- 
cate  to  us. 


Marat, 

The  name  of  Marat  has  been  fo  ofteir 
mentioned,  it  may  not  be  improper,  or  out 
of  place,  to  give  the  reader  here  fome  ac- 
count of  that  iam.ous  cut-throat. 

Before  the  revolution,  he  was  an  ob- 
fcure  beggarly  fellow,  that  was  daily  iiabie- 
to  be  brought  before  the  officer  of  police 
to  give  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  "got  his  bread.  But,  when  this  grand 
event  took  place;  when  murderers  were 
wanted  in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  he 
began  to  cut  a  figure  on  the  fcene.  He 
publifhed  a  gazette,  in  which  he  inculcated 
the  necelTity  of  lopping  off  the  heads  of 
thoufands  at  a  time,  and  of  watering,  as 
he  called  it,  the  tree  of  liberty  with  the 
blood  of  the  arillocrats,  as  the  only  means 
of  rendering  it  fruitful. 

Thefe,   and  fach  like  fentiments,  recom« 
mended  him  to  the  notice  of  his  couiitrv, 

K3. 
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men ;  he  obtained  their  confidence,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  (to  ufe  a  French 
term)  of  the  maffacres  of  the  2d  and  3d  of 
September,  1792,  of  which  1  have  fpoken 
in  the  firft  chapter  of  this  work.  On  this- 
occafion  he  was  an  aClor  alfo,  and  is  faid  to 
have  cut  above  fifty  throats  with  his  own 
hands. 

It  would  have  been  fomething  unjufl  if 
a  man  like  this  had  been  forgotten,  when 
the  Convention  was  to  affembie.  He  was 
not.  The  people  of  Paris,  who  had  been 
eye-vv'itnefies  of  his  merit,  chofe  him,  fc«: 
one  of  their  reprefentatives  ;  and  he  was 
faithful  in  the  execution  of  his  trufl;  for 
he  never  talked  about  any  thing  but  of 
throats  to  cut,  ftabbing,  and  guillotining. 

His  career,  hov/ever,  was  but  fhort.  His 
own  neck  was  not  made  of  iron :  a  defpe- 
rate  woman,  who  had  adopted,  his  princi- 
ples, rufhed  into  his  apartmicnt,  and  de- 
livered the  world  of  one  of  the  greateft 
mionfters  that  ever  diflionoured  it. 

There  was  fomething  horrible  in  the  look- 
of  this  villain.  He  was  very  Ihort  and 
thick,  had  a  black  beard  afcending  nearly 
to  the  extremje  corners  of  his  eyes.  This 
beard  was  ufunlly  long,  and  his  hair  fhort, 
flicking  up  like  brifdes.  He  had  ever  been 
dirty, .  and  it  may  be  imjagined,  that  the 
fafhions  of  a  revolution  which  has  made  it 
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a  crime  to  be  well-drpffedy  had  not  improvecf 
his  appearance  :  in  Ihort,  he  was  at  the  verf 
bell,  a  motl:  difgufting  mortal,  and,  there- 
fore, when  he  came  out  of  the  prifjn  of 
La  Force,  all  covered  with  filth  and  gore, 
wielding  a  piftol  in  one  hand  and  a  dagger- 
in  the  other,  no  wonder  that  even  the  fan- 
guinary  mob  ran  back  for  fear. 


Charlotte  Ccrdee. 

As  I  have  entered  on  a  digrefTion,  I  will 
continue  it  a  little  longer,  to  give  the  reader 
an  account  of  the  execution  of  Charlotte 
Cordee,  the  young  w^oman  that  murdered 
Marat. 

She  was  not  what  is  commonly  called  an 
ariftocrat  3  but  a  patriot  of  another  faction 
than  Marat.  She  was,  as  it  is  faid,  em- 
ployed by  the  party  of  Briflbt,  who,  from 
the  accompliihments  of  Marat,  were  afraid 
that  he  would  totally  engrofs  the  favour  and 
affe6lions  of  the  people.  Poor  Charlotte 
received  her  reward  on  the  fcafFold ;  and  a 
very  jufl:  rev/ard  too ;  but  there  is  fome- 
thing  lb  fhocking  in  the  behaviour  of  her 
executioner,  that  it  ought  hot  to  be  omitted 
in  a  colledion  of  this  kind. 
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She  was  a  beautiful  young,  woman  j  ex- 
tremely fair  i  and^  in  any  other  country,, 
would  have  brought  tears  of  compaifioa 
frona  the  fpedators.  The  executioner,  after 
having  cut  off  her  head,  feized  it  by  the 
fine  lung  hair^  and,  holding  it  up  by  one 
hand,  the  brutal  ruffian  gave  her  a  flap 
in  the  face  with  tlie  other.  "  The  bitck 
*^  blulhes,"  cried  he;,  •'  at  any  rate."  This 
trait  of  hangman  wit  excited  the  favage 
mirdi  of  the  populace.  * 

We^mufl:  now  return  to  Nantz,  where  we 
fhall  find  the  revolutionary  committee  em- 
ployed in  writing  to  their  friends  at  Faris. 

Before  they  began  to  drov/n  and  fhoot  by 
hundreds,  they  had  feized  on  the  perfons 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  of  the  mofl 
opulent  men  in  the  city,  and  fent  them  off 
to  Paris  to  be  tried  as  JuJpeSied  perfons.  It 
appears,  from  x\\q  whole  courfe  of  t\it  evi- 
dence on  this  head,  that  the  detachment  of 
patriots  who  conduced  them,  were,  if  any 
pretence  could  be  found,  to  murder  them 
all  hy  the  way.     This,  however,  did  not^ 

*  It  is  romeihing  very  remarkable  that  her  face,, 
fevered  from  the  body,  ihould  blufh ;  but  it  is  a  real 
fa£^,  as  appears  from  an  efiay  lately  republiihed  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  Gatreau's  Gaiietteo. 
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ha-ooen  The  prifoners  arrived  fafe  at  Paris, 
"n'i  the  committee  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  other  means,  to  prevent  their  re- 
turn. The  one  that  they  adopted  was  to 
■infure  their  guillotining  at  Pans ;  and,  tor 
this  purpofe,lhey  wrote  to  the  revo  utionary 
;commitee  of  the  feftion  of  Lepelletier - 

Their  letter  is,  and  I  hope  it  ever  wd!  be, 
!-a  curiofity  in  this  country.     I  iha.l  give  .t 

a  Ikeral  tranHation,  that  the  reader  may  be 

able  to  do  juftice  to  the  memory  of  the 

writers. 


Vol.  IV.  Page  i79- 

Nantz,  this   £//:>  of  Pluviofe. 

Liberty,  Equality  or  Death. 

Citizens, 

The  people  of  Nantz,  whom  we  have 
fent  to  Paiis,  are  big  vulams,  a  1  marked 
with  Che  fcai  of  reprobation,  and  known  tor 
counter-nn'olutionifts.  We  are  coA.c^ng 
proofs  againft  them,  which  we  ft^d  lent^. 
^hen  the°bundle  is  made  up,  to  the  revolu- 
tionary fudges.  In  the  mean  time,  we  a- 
IV'^m  to- vou.  Julienne,  who  h^^.  of.aoufi:^ 
Xn  upol  him  the  defence  of  thefe  unc^.c 
vermin. 
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Vol.  IV.  Page.!^.3o. 

From  the  moment  tire  revolutionary  com- 
mittee- was  initalled,  Ujh  Benefy  the  im- 
prifonments  began  ;  and  they'  augmented 
daily.  They  were  ail  dictated  by  animoiity, 
hatred,  or  avarice.  To  fuch  a  degree,  did 
terror  prevail,  that  every  niari  trcuibled  for 
his  life. 

For  my  part^   fays,  i\\q  witnefs,  my  reib-. 
iiition  was  taken,     I  always  went  with  two, 
loaded  piftols  in  my  pockets :  one  for  the] 
villain  that  fhould  offer  to  ftize  me,  and  th( 
other  for  myfelf     Cruel  expecflation  for 
man  who  had  a  fmall  helplefs  family.     But 
I  had  {ttn  fix   hundred  men  at  one  time 
plunged    into  the   water,   and  had  been  a 
witnefs  of   fhootings    amounting    to   tjiree 
thoufand  fix  hundred  perfons  at  x^nt  Gigan: 
after  this  what  could  any  man  hope  for  ? 

There  is  reafon  to^  believe  that  Carrier 
meant  to  mAirder  the  whole  city  -,  for,  be- 
fore his  journey  ta  Paris,  he  told  one  of  the 
women  whom  he  kept,  and  ^bofe  hufoand. 
he  had  put  to  diath^  that  he  would  make 
Nantii  remember  the  name  of  Carrier :  da 
m)^  fcar,  my  dear,  faid  he,  all  my  friend^, 
ftjali  follow  me  ;  but  as  for  the  city  it  ftiall 
he  deilroyed  (Page  219.) 
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I  was  one  day,  adds  the  fame  witnefs, 
ent  by  Bowin  to  fee  fome  bodies  buried, 
:hat  v/ere  left  on  the  public  fquare.  There 
kvere  upwards  of-  thirty  women,  all  naked, 
jhd  expofed  with  the  moft  horrible  inde- 


Vol.  IV.  Page  206. 

Fontaine,  I  went  one  day  to  a  prifon 
'where  a  great  many  women  and  children 
-i^-ere  confined.  My  bufinef?-  was  to  deliver 
provifions  to  thefe  people ;  but  I  found  nei- 
ther fire,  lights,  nor  any  thing  elfe.  I  called 
for  a  candle,  in  order  to  enter  this  abode 
of  horror.  The  prifoners  were  lyii^g  here 
^and  there  on  the  bare  boards,  though  it  was 
'extremely  cold. 

"     In  a   fecond  vifit  that  I    made  -here,  T 
found    the    poor   unhappy   creatures    in    a 
worfe  fituation  than  before.     I  fiw  a  wo- 
man lying  dead,  and  a  fucking  child,  at  a 
-little  diftarce  fiom    he^,    wallowing   about 
in  the  hlth.     It's  Uttle  face  was  abfolutely 
^covered   with  ordure.     I    gave  the  keeper 
-ten  livres  to  take  care  of  this  helplefs  infant, 
till  1  could  find  a  nurfe/  but  when  I  came  for 
it,  it  was  gone  3  and  Dumey  told  me,  that 


(       1,20       ) 

t^:ie  Englifh  prilbners  had  taken  the  chili 
with  a  promife  to  do  well  by  it. 

It  feems,  from  the  evidence  of  feveral  wii 
nefles,  that,  while  thefe  villains  were  butchei 
ing,  or  ftifiing  their  own  countrymen,  the 
took  care  to  treat,  foreign  prifoners  wit 
fome  fort  of  humanity.  This  diftinftio 
fully  proves,  that  they  aded  by  authority  c 
the  Convention.  But  we  Hiall  this  fo  in 
conteftibly  proved  by-and-by,  that  the  re 
mark  is  hardly  necelTary  here. 


Vol.  IV.  Page  210. 

I  faw,  fays  the  fame  witnefs,  a  man,  named 
Oorgo,  come  and  afK  for  a  little  boy,  that 
he  laid  he  had  obtained  permiffion  to  take. 
Ihe  cnila  was  found  behind  a  bundle  of 
ItufF,  where  he  had  run  to  hide  upon  hearing 
voices.  ^  Gorgo  brought  him  to  the  door- 
way,  and  made  him  da^ce  andfim  -  ! 

1  have  feleded  this  lalt.fae^'Io  Hiow  to 
what,  a  pitch  of  obduracy,  of  unfeeling  in^ 
difference,  thefe  people  were  arrived  A 
thoufand  volumes  could  not  paint  their  fa- 
miliarity widi  fcenes  of  horror  fo  well  as 
this  trifling  circumilance  of  making  a  child 
dance  and  fing,  at  the  entrance  of  a  cavern 
ot  defpair,  a  human  flaughter-houfe,  where 
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perhaps  his  owrr  parents  were  at  that  mo- 
ment groaning  their  laft. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  210. 

Chaux,  one  of  the  criminals,  informs  the 
tribunal,  that  he  was  diipatched  from 
Nanrz  to  wait  on  (Carrier,  during  his  ftay 
at  Paris.  He  told  ine,  fays  Chaux,  that 
he  did  not  like  Philippes,  and  that  we 
Ihould  guillotine  him,  at  my  return. — I 
have  communicated,  fays  Carrier,  all  our 
proceedings  to  the  National  Convention. — 
You  mud  not,  adds  he,  try  Lambertye  ; 
he  is  too  precious  a  patriot.  I  intend  to 
fend  for  him  here,  and  prefent  him  to  the 
committee  of  puMk  prefervation  (faint  pub- 
lic) who  will  not  leave  him  unrecomjpenfed 
for  his  fcrvices. 

Jicquieau  fays  (Page  273.)  that  Lam- 
bertye was  the  chief  murderer, — This  it  was 
that  made  him  a  precious  patriot^  and  a 
man  worthy  of  reward  from  a  com.mittee  of 
the  National  Convention. 

This  witnefs  adds :  when  the  committee 
of  Nantz  was  firft  inftalled,  a  deputation 
was  lent  to  Carrier,  to  let  him  know  that 
no  proofs  could  be  made  out  againft  Jom- 
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ard.  The  reprefentative  of  the  people,  fee- 
ing the  deputation  enter,  cried  out,  what 
are  all  thefe  b — gers  come  here  for  ?  When 
.he  heard  our  bufinefs,  to  hell  with  you,  fays 
he,  you  fool.  But,  feeming  to  grow  a  little 
calm,  he  called  n^e  back  into  his  foom,  and 
threatened  to  throw  me  out  of  the  window. 
At  laft,  fays  the  witnefs,  he  told  me  there 
were  other  means  befides  guillotining;  you 
have  only,  fays  he,  to  fend  Jomard  into  the 
country,  and  have  him  difpatched  fecretly. 

Here  we  behold  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France  ;  one  of  thofe 
fhilofophical  legiflators,  who  call  themfelves 
the  enlighteners  of  the  univerfe.  This  bafe, 
this  cowardly  cut-throat,  this  affaflin-gene- 
ral,  is  one  of  thofe  men,  whom  we  have  been 
told  are  to  regenerate  mankind,  and  to  efla- 
blilh.a  fyfteqi  of  univerfal  humanity ! 

The  following  traits  will  depifl  the  lead- 
:Crs  in  the  French  Revolution. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  273. 

Robin,,  fays  a  witnefs,  was  one  of  the  ac- 
complices of  Carrier,      This  Robin,   one 
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day,  (howed  his  fabre  all  ftaincd  with  blood, 
laying  at  the  fame  time,  with  this  I  chopped 
offfixty  of  the  heads  of  the  ariftoerats  that 
v/e  drowned  laft  night. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  209. 

Fontaine  informs  the  tribunal,  that  he  was- 
one  night  at  the  Entrepot.  Here,  fays  the  wit- 
nefs,  I  faw  a  little  man  (this  afterwards  ap- 
pears to  have  been  Fouquet)  wearing  panta- 
loons, and  a  liberty  cap.  It  is  I,  faid  the  little 
rnonfter,,  who  condudl  all  the  drownings ;  it  is 
I  who  give  the  word  of  command  to  pull  up 
the  plugs ;  nothing  is  done  v^ithout  my  or- 
ders. If  you  will  come  along  with  me,  con- 
tinued he,  I  will  fhow  you  how  to  feed 
upon  the  flefli  of  an  ariftocrat  -,  I  will  regale 
you  with  the  brains  of  thofe  rafcals. — I 
trembled,  fays  the  witnefs,  and  got  away 
from  this  canibal  as  foon  as  I  could. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  276. 

Fonthonne  informs  the  tribunal,  that  he 
was  one  day  invited  to  a  dinner,  in  a  plea- 
£jre  garden  belonging  to  Ducrois,     Carrier 
L  2 
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and  O'Sullivan  were  of  the  party.  The 
converfation  turned  on  the  bodily  ftrength 
of  certain  perions,  when  O'Sullivan  ob- 
ferved  j  "  yes,  there  was  my  brother,  who 
was  devilifh  llrong,  particularly  in  the  neck, 
for  the  executioner  was  obliged  to  give  hini 
the  fecond  ftroke  with  the  naiional  razor^ 
before  he  could  get  his  head  off." 

The  witnefs  adds,  O'Sullivan  told  us, 
that  he  was  going  to  drown  a  man  much 
flronger  than  himlelf  •,  that  the  rnan  refilt* 
ed,  but  was  knocked  down  -,  then,  fays 
O'Sullivan,  I  took  my  knife  and  {truck  him, 
as  butchers  do  the  fheep. 

Cuedon  informs  the  tribunal  (Vol.  IV. 
page  277.)  that  he  was  at  the  fame  dinner 
mentioned  by  Fontbonnc.  I  was  feated, 
fays  this  witnefs,  by  the  fide  of  O'Sullivan  j 
and,  during  che  repaft,  he  held  up  his  knife 
to  me,  and  faid,  this  is  excellent  to  cut  a 
man's  throat  with  •,  adding,  that  it  had  al- 
ready done  him  good  fervice  in  that  way^ 
He  called  on  Robin  as  a  witnefs  of  his  bra- 
very, and  told  us  the  manner  in  which  he 
proceeded. — I  had  remarked,  fays  O'Sulli- 
van, that  the  butchers  killed  their  fheep  by 
plunging  their  knife  in  underneath  the  ear ; 
fp,  when  I  had  a  mind  to  kill  a  prifoner,  I 
came  up  to  him,  and,  clapping  him  on  the 
flioulder  in  a  jocular  way,  pointed  to  fome 
objed  that  he  was  obliged  to  turn  his  head 
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to  fee;  the  moment  he  did  this,  I  had  my 
knife  through  his  neck. 

This  O'SuUivan,  in  his  defence,  fays,, 
that,  as  to  his  brother,,  he  was  an  enemy  of 
the  Republic.  When  he  faw,  fays  this 
human  butcher,  that  there  was  no  hope  for 
him,  he  came  and  threw  himfelf  into  my 
arms;  but,  like  a  good  republican^  I  gave 
him  up  to  the  guillotine.  \ 

«f^  ■«<<'^  «<**^«^*>». 
Vol.  II.  Page  281, 

A  witnefs  fays,  that  Goullin  beat  his  own 
father  with  a  ftick,  when  the  old  man  was 
on  his  death-bed  ;  and  adds,  that  his  father 
died  in  two  hours  after. 

This  fame  Goullin  (Vol.  II.  Page  253) 
faid  in  the  tribune  of  his  club,  take  care 
not  to  admit  among  you  moderate  men,  half 
patriots.  Admit  none  but  real  revolution- 
ids  -,  none  but  patriots  who  have  the  courage  - 
to  drink  a  glafs  of  human  blood,  warm  from, 
the  veins.  ^ 

Goullin,  fo  far  from  denying  this,  fays 
before  the  tribunal  (Page  254)  that  he  glo~ 
ries  in  thinking  like  Marat,  who  would  will— 
ingly  have  quenched  his  thirft  with  the 
blood  of  the  ariftocrats. 

L  3:  . 
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I  fliall  conclude  this  chapter,  this  fright- 
ful tragedy  exhibited  at  Nantz,  with  the 
relation  of  a  few  traits  of  diabolical  cruelty, 
which  not  only  furpafs  all  that  the  imagina- 
tion has  hitherto  been  able  to  conceive,  but 
even  all  that  has  been  related  in  this  volume. 
I  have  clalFed  thefe  fadls  together,  that  the 
indignant  reader  may  tear  out  the  leaf,  and 
commit  it  to  the  flames. 

Yes  (fays  the  author  of  La  Conjuration^ 
page  1 60)  yes;  we  have  "ittn  a  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  people,  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  tie  four  children,  the 
eldeft  of  which  was  butfixteen  years  of  age, 
to  the  four  pofts  of  the  guillotine,  while  the 
blood  of  their  father  and  mother  dreamed 
on  the  fcaffoldj  and  even  dropped  on  their 
heads. 

Vol.  V.    Page  36. 

Laikt  depofcs,  that  Deron  came  to  the 
popular  fociety  with  a  man's  ear,  pinned  to 
the  national  cockade,  which  he  wore  in  his 
cap.  He  went  about,  fays  the  witnefs^ 
with  a  pocket  full  of  thefe  ears,  which  he 
made  the  female  prifoners  kifs. 
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Vol.  II.  Page  267. 

Many  of  the  generals  in  La  Vendee,  fays 
Forget,  made  it  their  glory  to  imitate  the 
horrid  butchers  at  Nantz.  They  commit- 
ted unheard  of  cruelties  and  indecencies. 
General  Duquefnoy  murdered  feveral  in- 
fants at  the  bread,  and  afterwards  attempted 
to  lie  with  the  mothers. 

This  is  the  infernal  monfter  that  ftiled 
himfelf  the  butcher  of  the  Convention,  and 
that  faid,.  nothing  hurt  him  fo  much  as  not 
being  able  to  ferve  them  in  the  capacity  of 
executioner. 

Vol.  II.  Page  122. 

I  faw,  fays  GirauU^  about  three  or  four 
hundred  perfons  drowned.  There  were 
women  of  all  ages  amongfl  them ;  fome 
were  big  with  child,  and  of  thefe  feveral 
were  delivered  in  the  very  lighters,  among 
water  and  mud.  This  mofi  (hocking  cir- 
cumftance,  their  groans,  their  heart-pierc- 
ing ftirieks,  excited  no  compaffion.     They 
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with  the  fruit  of  their  conjugal  love>  went  to^ 
bottom  together. 


Vol.  II.  Page  153, 

Coron.  A  woman,  going  to  be  drowned, 
was  taken  in  child  birth  •,  fhe  was  in  the  adt 
of  dehvery,  when  the  horrid  villains  tore  the 
child  from  her  body,  ftuck  it  on  the  point 
of  a  bayonet,  and  thus  carried  it  to  the 
river. 

A  fourth  of  thefe,  our  reprefentatives, 
(fays  the  author  of  La  Conjuration^  Pagjb 
162)  a  fourth  (great  God!  my  heart  dies 
within  me)  a  fourth,  ripped  open  the 
wombs  of  the  mothers,  tore  out  the  palpi- 
tating embryo,  to  deck  the  point  of  a 
pike  of  liberty  and  equality. 


The  reader's  curiofity  may,  perhaps,  lead 
him  to  wifh  to  know,  the  whole  number  or 
perfons  put  to  death  at  Nantz  -,  but,  in  this^ 
it  would  be  difficult  to  gratify  him.  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  but  Jive  volumes  of  the. 
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trial,  which  make  only  a  part  of  that  work; 
probably  the  lad  volume  may  contain  an 
cxadt  account  as  to  numbers.  The  deaths 
muft,  however,  have  been  immenfe,  fince  a 
witneis  depofes  (Vol.  III.  Page  ^s)  ^o  ^^^ 
drowning  of  nine  thoufand  perfons ;  and  ano- 
ther witnefs  (Vol.  II.  Page  253)  attefts,  that 
Jeven  thoufa}td  five  hundred  were  fhot  en 
majfe. 

The  number  of  bodies  thrown  into  the 
river  Loire,  which  is  half  the  width  of  the 
Delaware  at  Philadelphia,  was  fo  confider- 
able,  that  the  municipal  officers  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  ifiTue  a  proclamation  (Vol.  V. 
Page  70),  forbidding  the  ufe  of  its  waters. 

It  has  been  generally  computed  that  the 
number  of  perfons,  belonging  to  this  unfor- 
tunate city  and  its  environs,  who  were 
drowned,  fhot  en  rnajfe^  guillotined,  and 
flifled  or  (iarved  in  prifon,  amounted  to 
about  forty  thoufand.  And  this  computa- 
tion is  corroborated  by  the  author  of  La 
Cc/ijuration,  who  fays  ((-"age  159),  The 
number  of  perfons  murdered  in  the  fouth 
of  France,  during  the  fpace  of  a  very  few 
months,  is  reckoned  at  a  hundred  thoufand. 
The  bodies  thrown  into  the  Loire  are  innu- 
merable. Carrier  alone  put  to  death  more 
than  forty  thoufand^  including  men,  women 
-and  children. 
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It  appears,  then,  that  thefe  bloody  revok 
tionifts,  who  ft'iled  themfelvcs  the  friends 
freedom  and  of  mankind,  deftroyed,  in  on 
city  of  France,  a  population  equal  to  tha 
of  the  capital  of  the  United  States^ 
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C  HAP.      IV. 

i5fs  from  feveral  worksy  proving  that  the 
cruelties  related  in  the  preceding  chapters 
were  authorized^  or  approved  of  by  the  Na- 
iional  Affemhlies, 

\FTER  having  led  the  reader  through 
fuch  rivers  of  blood,    it  feems  indif- 

nfibly  neceflary  to  infert  a  few  fad:s, 
lowing  by  whofe  authority  that  blood  was 
)ik  ;  for,  it  could  anfwer  no  good  purpofe 
)  excite  his  deteftation,  without  direding  it 
)wards  the  proper  obje6l. 

When  the  French  firft  began  that  career 
f -infurredlion,  robbery  and  murder,  which 
[ptimed  the  name  of  a  Revolution,  the  peo- 
le  of  this  country,  or  at  lead  the  mofh 
umerous  part  of  them,  felt  uncommon 
nxiety  for  its  fuccefs.  The  people  were 
eceived  \  but  the  deception  was  an  agree- 
ble  one  ♦,  the  word  Revolution  had  of  itfelf 
ery  great  charms,  but  when  that  of  hiber- 
rwas  added  to  it,  it  could  not  fail  of  ex- 
iting enthufiafm.  This  enthufiafm  was,  in- 
eed,  nearly  general  \  and  this  alone  was  a 
jfRcient  inducement  for  the  publi<:  prints  to 
lecome  the  partizans  of  Condorcet  and  Mi- 
abeau.     Ali  the  avenues  to  truth  were  at 
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once  barred  np  •,  and,  though  the  revolu- 
tionifts  every  day  changed  their  creed, 
though  one  revolving  moon  faw  them  make 
and  break  their  oaths,  ail  was  amply  atoned 
for  by  their  being  engaged  in  a  Revolution. 

As  the  Revolution  advanced  the  enthu- 
fiafm  increafed  -,  but  from  the  moment  that' 
the  French  nation  declared  itfelf  a  Republic^ 
this  enthufiafm    was    changed  to  madnefs.' 
All  the  means  by  which  this  change  of  go-* 
vernment  was  to  be  accomplifhed  were  to-l 
tally   overlooked ;    nothing  was  talked  or'- 
dreamed  of  hut  the  enfranchifemcnt  of  the- 
world  ;  the  whole  univerfe  was  to  become  a^ 
republic,  or  be  annihilated  ;  and  happy  waS' 
he  who  could  bawl  loudefl  about  a  certain 
fome thing,  called  I3erly  and  equality. 

During  this  political  madne(s,  however, 
now  and  then  a  trait  of  fhocking  barbarity,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  endeavours  of  the  public  pa-f 
pers,  burft  in  upon  us,  and  produced  a  lu- 
cid interval  -,  but  thefe  intervals  have  never 
yet  been  of  long  duration  •,  becaufe  every 
fubterfuge,  that  interefted  falfehood  can  de- 
vife,  has  been  made  ufe  of  to  give  our  abhor- 
rence a  diredion  contrary  to  that- which  it 
ought  to  have  taken.  We  have  heard 
Briflbt,  Danton,  Marat,  and  Robefpierre, 
all  accufed  in  their  turns  of  lliedding  inno- 
cent blood  ;  but  the  National  JJfemhly  itfelf, 
they  tell  us,  has  ever  remained  v/orthy  of 
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our  admiration.  The  poor  unfuccefsful 
agents  of  this  terrible  divan  have  been  de- 
voted to  execration,  as  tyrants,  while  their 
employers  have  been,  and  are  yet  held  up 
to  US  as  the  friends  of  liberty  and  the  lovers 
of  mankind. 

Without  further  remark,  I  fhall  add  fuch 
fads  as,  I  imagine,  will  enable  every  reader 
to  judge  for  himfelf. 

To  begin  with  the  conftituent  afiembly  ; 
one  proof  of  their  approving  of  murder  will 
fuffice.  They  honoured  with  the  title  of 
vanquiJherSy  a  blood-thirfiy  mob,  who,  after 
having  taken  two  men  prifoners,  cruelly 
maffacred  them,  and  carried  their  heads 
about -the  ftreets  of  Paris  on  a  pike.  See 
Rahaud's  Hijtory  cf  the  French  RevoIutioHy 
page  1 06. 

The  fccond  AlTembly,  when  they  received 
advices  of  the  murders  of  Jourdan  and  his 
aiTociates  at  Avignon,  as  mentioned  in  the 
firft  chapter  of  this  work,  threatened  the 
member  who  communicated  the  news,  be- 
caufe  he  had  called  the  murderers  brigands, 
and  not  patriots.  See  La  Gazette  Univerfelle 
for  the  month  of  May  1792. — ^And,  how 
did  this  AfTembly  behave,  when  informed 
of  the  maflacres  in  the  prifons  of  Paris, 
during  the  firft  c^ays  of  September,  1792  r 
'Tallien  (oi  whom  we  have  lately  heard  fo 
M 
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much)  came  to  the  National  AlTcmbly,  atid 
informed  them  of  the  murdering  in  the  fol- 
lowing remarkable  words  :  "  The  commif- 
"  mifiaries  have  done  all  they  could  to  pre- 
"  vent  the  diforder.s  (the  mafTacreing  the  pri- 
*'  foners  is  what  he  calls  diforders)  but  they 
*'  have  not  been  able  to  flop  the,  in  fome 
^'  fort,  juft  vengeance  of  the  people." — The 
Aflembly  heard  this  language  very  quietly, 
and  Da£tor  Moore,  from  whofe  journal  (page 
178.)  the  fa6t  is  taken,  makes  an  apology 
for  the  Affembly,  by  faying  that  they  were 
joverawed'^  but  it  has  fmce  fully  appeared, 
that  the  leading  members  v*^ere  the  very  per- 
fons  who  contrived  the  maffacre,  with  the 
>aid  of  Petion,  Manuel,  and  Marat. — It  is  a 
well  known  fa6t,  recorded  by  the  Abbe 
Barruel  (page  334.)  that  Louvet^  one  of  the 
members  of  the  prefent  Affembly,  gave,  the 
.day  after  the  September  malTacre,  an  order 
£>n  the  publi-c  treafury,  in  the  following 
words  :  "  On  fight  ^  pay  to  the  four  hearers 
''  each  twelve  livres^  for  aiding  in  the  dif- 
*'  patching  of  the  priejls  at  the  pr  if  on  of  St, 
*'  Firmin.'^ — .Louvet  was,  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  note  on  demand  for  murderer's 
wages,  a  legiflator',  and  1  cannot  help  re- 
marking here,  that  a  printer  of  a  news- 
paper in  the  United  States  has  lately  boafted, 
ihat  this  Louvct,  "  now  prefident  of  the 
firft  AiTembly  on  earth,"  i-:iy^  our  printer. 
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was  the  idilcr  of  a  Gazette! — People  IhouKl 
be  cautious  how  they  boafi:  of  reiacionOiip' 
with  the  legifiators  in  that  country  of  equa- 
lity. 

As  it  will  no  longer  b^  pretended,  I  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  fecond  AiTembly  disapproved 
of  the  murders  that  were  committed  under 
their  reign,  I  will  now  turn  to  the  third 
Affembly,  which  we  commonly  call  a  Con- 
vention. And,  not  to  tire  the  reader  with 
proofs  of  what  is  felf  evident,  I  fhali  confine 
myfelf  to  an  extradl  or  two  from  the  trial  of 
Carrier  and  the  revolutionary  committee  of 
Nantz. 

Vol.  V.  Page  49. 

It  is  time,  fays  Goulin,  to  tear  afide  the 
Veil.  The  reprefentatives  Bourbotte  and 
Bo  knew  all  about  the  drownings  and  fhoot- 
ings;  and  Bo  even  faid  to  Huchet,  in 
fpeaking  of  the  n^embers  of  the  revolution- 
ary committee,  that  it  was  not  for  the  mur- 
ders that  they  were  to  be  tiicd. 

After  this  the  counfellor  for  the  commit- 
tee afks  this  citizen  Bo,  what  was  the  real 
motive  for  bringing  the  comimittee  to  trial; 
and  the  other  confefTes,  that  it  was  for  their 
having  mifiipplied  the  treaftires  taken  from 
M  2 
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the  prifoners.  He  pretends  (page  60) 
though  he  had  taken  the  place  of  Carrier  at 
Nantz,  and  though  the  v/ater  of  the  river 
could  not  be  drank,  on  account  of  the  dead 
bodies  that  were  floating  on  it^  though, a 
hundred  or  two  of  ditches  had  been  dug  to 
put  the  people  into  that  were  Ihot,  and 
though  the  city  was  filled  with  cries  and 
lamentations  -,  notwithftanding  all  this,  he 
pretends  that  he  could  fay  nothing,  for  cer- 
tain, cii^oi4l  the  murders. 

This  reprefentative  Bo  (page  83)  is  con- 
vicled  of  having  himfelf  juftified  the  conduct 
of  the  committee  and  of  Carrier. 

Canier,  in  his  defence,  fays,  that  he  had 
done  no  more  than  his  duiy^  and  that  the 
Convention  had  been  regidarly  informed  of 
every  thiJig,  They  complain  now,  fays  he 
(paoe  119,  of  ihootings  en  mafje^  as  if  the 
fame  had  not  been  done  at  Angers^  Saumur^ 
Laval^  and  every  where  elfe. ) 

A  witnefs  (Vol.  5,  Page  60.)  informs 
the  tribunal,  that  he,  who  was  himfelf  a 
member  of  the  Convention,  had  informed 
that  hcdy  cf  a^l  the  horrors  that  were  committed 
ae  Nafitz^  and  particularly  of  the  maffacres 
of  women  and  children. 

The  autlior  of  La  Conjuration^  fo  often 
quoted  lays  (page  162.)  When  the  bloody- 
Can  itr  wrote  to  the  Convention  that  he 
was   dilpatching   hundreds   at    a   time   by 
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means  of  lighters  with  plugs  in  the  bottom, 
Carrier  was  not  blamed  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  repeatedly  applauded^  as  being  the 
author  of  an  invention  that  did  honour  to  his 
country  I 

But,  what  need  have  we  of  thefe  proofs  ? 
"What  other  teftimony  do  we  want,  than 
that  contained  in  their  own  murderous  de- 
crees ?  Let  any  one  caft  his  eye  on  the  op- 
pofue  page  •,  let  him  there  behold  the  fcene 
that  was  daily  exhibited  before  the  windows 
of  their  hall,  and  then  let  him  fay  whether 
they  delighted  in  murder  or  not.  Blood  is 
their  element,  as  water  is  that  of  the  finny 
race. 

One  thing,  however,  remains  to  be  ac- 
counted for-,  and  that  is,  how  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  nation  were  kd  to  butcher  each 
other  'y  how  they  were  brought  to  that  pitch 
©f  brutal  fanguinary  ferocity,  which  wc 
have  feen  fo  amply  difplayed  in  the  preced- 
ing Chapters.  This  is  what,  with  the  rea- 
der's indulgence,  I  fhall  now  agreeable  to- 
rn y  promife,  endeavour  to  explain. 


M 


AN 

INSTRUCTIVE  ESSAY, 

Tracing  all  the  horrors  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion to  their  real  caufeSy  the  licentious  Poli- 
tics and  injidel  Philofophy  of  the  prefent 
Age, 

THAT  the  French  were  an  amiable 
people  the  whole  civilized  world  has 
given  abundant  teftimony,  by  endeavouring 
to  imitate  them.  There  was  not  a  nation 
in  Europe  but  had,  in  fome  degree,  adopt- 
ed their  language  and  their  fafhions-,  and 
all  thofe  individuals,  belonging  even  to 
their  haughty  rival  enemy,  who  travelled 
in  their  country,  were  k.d  by  an  involun- 
tary impulfe  into  an  imitation  of  their 
manners. 

The  prominent  feature  in  their  national 
character  was,  it  is  true,  levity  j  but,  though 
levity  and  ferocioufnefs  may,  and  often  do, 
meet  in  the  fame  perfpn,  no  writer,  that  I 
recolle6l,  had  ever  accuicd  the  French  of 
being  cruel.     If  we  are  to  judge  of  their 
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dlfpofitlon  by  their  national  fports  and  en^- 
tertainments,  we  fhall  find  no  room  to  draw 
a  conclufion  againft  their  humanity.  Thefe 
cruel  diverfions,  where  men  become  the 
bullies  of  brute  creatures,  and  laugh  at  fee- 
ing them  goad,  and  bite,  and  tear  each 
other  to  pieces^  were  never  known  in  France, 
Even  in.  their  theatrical  performances  a  dead' 
body  was  never  exhibited  on  the  fcene: 
fuch  a  fpectacle  was  thought  to  be  too  much 
for  .the  feelincrs  of  the  audience.  The  works 
of  their  favourite  authors  generally  breathe 
the  greatell  tendernefs  and  humanity.  The 
nation  that  could  produce,  and  admire,  a 
Marmontel  and  a  Racine,  could  not  be  na- 
turally bloody-minded, 

''  To  kinder  fkies,  where  gentler  manners  reign^l 
**  I  turn, — and  France  difplays  her  bright  domain.. 
*'  Ciay  fprightly  land  of  mirth  and  focial  eafe, 
**  Pleas'd    with    thyfelf,    whom  all  the  world  can; 

[pleafe : 
"  How  often  have  I  led  thy  fportive  choir, 
**  With  tunelefs  pipe  befide  the  murm'ring  Loire  1. 
**  Where  {hading  elms  along  the  margin  grew, 
'*  And,  frefhen^d  from  the  wave,  the  zephyr  flew; 
<*  And  haply,  tho'  my  harfli  touch  fak'ring  ftill, 
**  Butmock'd  ail  tune,,  and  marr'd  the  dancer's  (kill, 
«»  Yet  would  the  village  praife  my  wond'rous  pow'r, 
*♦  And  dance  forgetful  of  the  noon-tide  hour  ! 
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*'  Alike  al!  ages.     Dames  of  ancient  days 
<«  Have  led  their  childVen  thro*  the  mirthful  maze, 
•*  And  t'je  gay  Grand  iire,  fkilPd  in  geftic  lore, 
«*  Has  friflced  beneath  the  burden  of  threefcore. 

«*  So  bleft  a  life  thefe  thoughtlefs  realms  difplayj 
**  Thus  idly  bufy  rolls  their  world  away  : 
*'  Theirs  are  thofe  arts  which  mind  to  mind  endear  r 
**  For  honour  forms  the  fecial  temper  here.'* 

Thefe  verfes,  extraded  from  the  moft 
elegant  of  poems,  didated  by  the  beft  of 
hearts,  contain  the  jufteft  charadler  of  the 
French  nation,  that  1  have  ever  yet  feen. 
To  this  charader  I  am  ready  to  fnbfcribe  : 
for,  I  too  have  been  charmed  with  tlieir 
gentle  manners,  and  their  Ibcial  eafe  :  I  too 
have  felt  the  power  of  thofe  arts  which  en- 
dear mind  to  mind :  I  have  been  a  witnefs 
of  their  urbanity,  their  refpedful  deference 
and  attention  to  the  fofter  fex,  their  pater- 
nal tendernefs,  and  their  veneration  for  old 
age. 

Whence,  then,  the  mighty,  the  dread- 
ful change  ?  What  is  it  that  has  transformed 
a  great  portion  of  this  airy  humane  people 
into  a  horde  of  fullen  affaffins  ?  What  is 
it  that  has  converted  thefe  thoughlefs 
realms-,  this  gay  fprightly  land  of  mirth, 
this  bright  domain,  into  a  gloomy  wilder- 
nefs  watered  with  rivers  of  human  blood  ? 
This  ought  to  be  the  great  objedt  of  our  en*- 
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quiries  :  this  ouglit  to  fix  all  our  attention. 
Without  determining  this  point,  we  can 
draw  no  profit  from  the  preceding  relation, 
and  without  attempting  it,  I  fliould  have 
undertaken  the  unplealant  talk  of  holding 
the  French  people  up  to  reproach  and  de- 
teftation  to  no  manner  of  purpofe. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  again  and  again,  by 
the  partizans  of  the  French  revolution,  that 
all  the  crimes  which  have  difgraced  it,  are 
to  be  afcribed  to  the  hoilile  operations  of 
their  enemies.     They   have  toid  us,  that, 
had  not  the  Audrians  and  PrufTians  been  on 
their  march  to  Paris,  the  prifoners  would 
not  have  been  mafTacred,    on  the  2d   and 
3d  of    September,    1792.       But,    can  we 
pofTibly  conceive  how  the  murder  of  8,000 
poor  prifoners,  locked  up  and  bound,  could 
be  neceiTary   to  the  defence  of  a  Capital, 
containing  a  million  of  inhabitants  ?     Caa 
we  believe  that  the  fabres  of  the  afiafTins 
would  not  have  been  more  effectually  em- 
ployed againft  the  invaders,  than  againfl  de- 
fencelefs  priefls  and  women.     The  deluded 
populace  were  told  not  "to  leave  the  wolves 
"  in   the  fold  while  they   went   to   attack 
"  thofe   that   were    without."       But   thefc 
wolves,  if  they  were  fuch,  were  in  prifon  •, 
were  under  a  guard  an  hundred   thoufand 
times  as  ftrong  as  themfelves,  and   could 
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l's  warn-  \ 


have  be^n  dedroyed  at  a  moment's 
ing.  There  is  Something  Jo  abominably 
cowardly  in  this  juftification,  that  it  is  even 
more  bafe  than  the  crime.  Suppofe  that 
a  hundred  thoufand  men  had  marched  from 
Paris,  to  make  head  againfl  the  Auftrians 
and  Praffians,  there  were  yet  nine  hundred 
thoufand  left  to  guard  the  unhappy  wretches 
that  were  tied  hand  and  foot.  Where  could 
be  the  neceffity  of  mafiacreing  them  1  Where 
could  be  the  neceffity  of  hacking  them  to 
pieces,  tearing  out  their  bowels,  and  biting 
their  hearts  ? 

Subfequent  events  have  fully  proved,^ 
that  it  was  not  danger  that  produced  thefe 
bloody  meafiires  :  for>  we  have  ever  feen 
the  revolution  ills  mofl:  cruel  in  times  of 
their  greated  fecurity.  I'heir  butcheries  at 
Lyons  and  in  its  neighbourhood  did  not  be- 
gin till  they  were  completely  triumphant. 
It  was  then,,  at  the  moment  when  they  had 
no  retaliation  to  fear,  that  they  commenced 
their  bloody  work.  Carrier,,  lolling  at  his 
eafe,  fent  the  vidims  to  death  by  hundreds. 
The  blood  never  flowed  from  che  guillotine 
in  fuch  torrents,  as  at  the  very  time  when 
their  armies  were  driving  their  enemies  be- 
fore them  in  every  di  red  ion. 

It  has  been  laid  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of 
Commons^   that  the   malTacres  in.  Fraacc 
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ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  Aliled  Powers. 
"  You    hunt    them   like  wild    beafts,   and 
^'  then  you   complain  of  them    for   being 
^'  ferocious."       How    this    hunting    could 
drive  the  French  to  butcher  one  another,  I 
cannot  fee  •,  but  if  it  was  a  juftiftable  reafon 
for  them,  it  might  certainly  be  applied  with 
much   more  juftice  to   their    enemies ;  for 
thefe  have  been  oftener  obliged  to  fly  than 
the  French.    The  revolutionary  armies  have 
over-run  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  one 
third  of  their  own  country  :  the  Savoyards, 
the  Germans,    the    Flemings,   the    Dutch, 
the  Spaniards,  and  the  Englifh,   have  been 
obliged  to  fly  before  them  ;  buc  we  have 
heard  of  no  maflTacres  among  thefe  people. 
The  French  mod  unmercifully  put  to  death 
eight  thoufand  of  their  country  people,  who 
were  in  the  prifons  of  Paris,  and,  as  an  ex- 
cufe  for  this,  they  tell  us  that  the  Duke  of 
Erunfvvick    had    invaded    the    province  of 
Cham>pagne  -,     but    they    themfcrlves     have 
over-run  all  the   United    Netherlands,  and 
even   taken  poflTcfljon   of  the   capital  i  and 
we  have  not  heard  that  the  Dutch  have,  as 
yet,  been  guilty  of  a  fingie  malfacre.    They 
have  found  but  one  place  in  all  their  ca- 
rter, where  the  people  could  be  prevailed 
on  to  ere(ft  a  guillotine,  and  that  was   at 
Geneva,     Here  their  army  was  more  no- 
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merous  than  the  whole  population  of  the 
ftate,  and  therefore  their  fyftem  was  fully 
adopted-,  yet  even  here,  among  this  little 
debafed  and  tyranized  people,  there  were  to 
be  found  no  villains  infamous  enough  to 
imitate  their  mailers  in  murdering  women 
and  children.  That  was  a  fpecies  of  (laugh- 
ter referved  for  the  French  nation  alone. 

The  French   revolution  has  been   com- 
pared to  that  of  America,  and  I  have  heard 
fome    men,  calling   themfelves  Americans,! 
who  have  not  been  afhamed  to  fay,  that  asi 
great  cruelties  were  committed  in  this  coun- 
try as  in  that.     1  would  now  afk  thefe  men,i 
who  are  fo  anxious  to  be  thought  as  bloody 
as    the   faiis-culotte   French,    if   they  canj 
give  me  one  inilance  of  the  Americans  mur-i 
dering  their  towns-men  at  the  approach  of 
the  enemy?    When  the  Britifh   army  fuc- 
ceeded  that  of  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia, 
did  the  continental  troops  murder  all   the 
Tories  before   they  quitted   the  City?  Can 
thefe  generous  friends  of  the  French  revo- 
lution  tell  us  of  any  mafTacres  that   took 
place  in  this  country  ?  Did   they  ever  .hear 
of  women  and  'children  being  drowned  and 
(hot  by  hundreds  ?   Seven  years  of  civil  war 
defolated  thefe  ftates,  but  .the  blood  of  one 
fingle  woman   or  child  nevcT   ftained  the 
earth. 
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If  the  dodlrine  be  admitted,  if  a  people  be 
juflifiable  in  entering  on  a  feries  of  maij acres 
the  inflant  they  are  prefled  by  an  enemy  from 
without,  what  fafecy  can  there  be  tor  any  of 
us  r  If  a  declaration  of  war  is  to  iinfheath 
the  daggers  of  all  the  aflanins  in  the  com- 
munity, civil  fociety  is  the  greateft  curfe  that 
ever  fell  upon  mankind.  Much  better  and 
fafer  were  it  for  us  to  feparate,  and  prowl 
about  like  favages,  nay  like  beads,  than  to 
live  thus,  in  continual  trepidation,  in  conti- 
nual fear  for  our  throats. 

There  is  fomething  fo  exceedingly  cow- 
ardly and  ridiculous  in  this  jutiification, 
that  even  the  French  revolutionifls  are 
afhamed  of  it.  They  have  recourfe  to  an- 
other ft  ill  more  difhonourable,  it  is  true, 
but  lefs  cowardly.  They  tell  us,  that  all 
the  aiTafiins  in  France  have  been  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain  ;  or,  to  make  ufe  of  their 
own  exprelTion,  have  been  excited  to  adlion 
by  the  ''  gold  of  Pitt r 

As  I  wifli  to  advance  nothing  without  the 
heft  pofTible  authority,  1  fnall  here  infert  a 
paftage  on  thisfubjed,  taken  ^rom  a  Gazette 
pubiifhed  at  Philadelphia  by  one  Gatreau^ 
and  at  the  prefs  of  Morcau  de  St.  Mery^  who 
was  a  member  of  the  conftituent  aftembly 
of  France, 

N 
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The  intention  of  the  piece  evidently  is  to 
juftify  the  French  charadier,  or  rather  the 
character  of  the  French  revolution ifts,  by 
attributing  the  horrid  deeds  thele  latter 
have  committed,  to  fome  caufe  other  than 
their  own  diipofitions  and  anarchical  prin- 
ciples. To  avoid  all  cavil  with  refped  to 
the  authenticity  of  the  extract,  and  the 
corredlnefs  of  the  tranQation,  I  will  firft 
give  it  in  French,  and  then  in  Englifh,  ob- 
serving, for  the  further  fatisfadlion  of  the 
reader,  that  he  may  find  the  piece  entire  in 
the  Gazette  above-mentioned,  of  the  fourth 
of  February,   1796. 

"  Q^iel  homme  eclaire  par  I'experience, 
•'  nieroit  aujhurd'hiii,  que,  de  la  tete  de 
"  Pitt  font  furtis  tous  ks  crimes  qui  fefoient 
"  abhorrer  la  Revolution  par  ceux-h  meme 
"  qui  en  adoroient  les  principes  ;  que,  c'eft 
**  au  foyer  de  la  jaloufie  et  de  la  haine  An- 
**  gloife,  qiie  s'allumerent  les  torches,  que 
•'  fe  forgerent  les  poignards,  qui  ont  fait  un 
"  monceau  de  cendres  et  de  fang  des  plus 
**  belles  pofTeflions  du  monde  ? — Quel  genie 
*'  malfaifant  crea  les  fadions  ixr.pies,  fan- 
"  guinaires  ou  ambitieufes,  qui  devoient 
*«  aneantir  la  France,  au  du  moins  la  re- 
*'  placer  fous  le  joug,  fi  la  providence  ne 
*'  deconcertoit  pas  toujours  les  complots  de 
*'  Piniquite? — Le  genie  infernal  du  mmiflrc 
•*  Anglois.-— C'cft  avec  For  de  fes  vidimcs 
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•*  de  rinde  qu'il  payoit  le  fang  Francois, 
"  verfe  a  grands  fiots  a  Paris,  dans  les  dc- 
*'  partemens,  aux  frontieres  et  dans  les  co- 
"  lonies." 

*'  What  man,  enlightened  by  experience^ 
"  will  now  deny,  that,  from  the  head  of 
*'  Pitt  have  come  all  the  crimes  which  have 
"  rendered  the  Revoiution  deteflable  in  the 
"  eyes  of  even  thofe  who  adored  its  princi- 
*'  pies ;  that,  it  was  Englidi  jealouly  and 
*'  hatred  that  lighted  the  flames,  and  Ihar- 
*'  pened  the  poignards,  which  have  re- 
"  dnced  the  fined  poITefiions  in  the  world 
to  a  heap  of  allies  and  blood  ? — What 
evil  genius  created  the  impious,  fangui- 
nary  and  ambitious  factions,  that  were  to 
annihilate  France  ^  or,  at  leaft,  bend  it 
again  beneath  the  yoke,  if  Providence 
"  had  not  difconcerred  the  plans  of  iniqui- 
"  ty  ? — The  infernal  genius  of  the  Eng- 
*'  lifh  Minifter.  It  was  with  the  Rold, 
*'  drawn  from  his  vidims  in  India,  that  he 
*'  paid  for  the  French  blood,  which  has 
"  flowed  in  rivers  at  Paris,  in  the  depart- 
**  mtnts,  en  the  frontiers,  and  in  the  colo- 
•*  nies. 

This  is  an  important^  and  were  it  not  ^o 
very  hackneyed  and  thread-baie,  I  would 
call  it  a  '•  precious  cofifeJ/]^n.'*  Here  we  fee 
a  Frenchman,  a  partizan  of;  and  perhaps 
an  ador  in,    the  revolution,  endeavcurlns 

In  2 
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to  wipe  away  the  flain  on  its  principles,  by 
afcribing  all  the  horrors  thofe  principles 
have  produced,  to  the  gold  diftributed 
among  the  revolutionifts  by  the  Englifh  mi- 
nifter.  The  cruelties  that  have  been  com- 
mitted were  not,  then,  necefTary  to  the  efta- 
blifhmtnt  of  a  free  government;  they  were 
not  the  effe6l  of  irritation,  of  anarchical  con- 
fufion,  of  vindidive  retaliation  *,  they  were 
not  the  natural  confequence  of  a  Jong-op- 
prelTed  people's  breaking  their  chains  and 
fifing  on  their  tyrants ;  all  thefe  excufes 
(which  I  mud  allow  were  filly  enough)  are 
at  once  done  away  by  this  new  juilification  j 
for,  we  are  here  told,  in  fo  many  words, 
that  the  French  people  have  fhed  rivers  of 
each  other's  blood,  in  every  part  of  their 
dominions,  purely  for  the  love — not  of  //- 
hrty^  but  of  the  gold  of  Pitt, 

There  is  fuch  a  natural  connexion  be- 
tween the  nieafures  of  the  feveral  National 
Afiemblics  and  the  maffacres  that  were  the 
immediate  confequence  of  them,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  efied  a  reparation  without  the 
utmoil  violence  to  all  manner  of  leafoning 
jird  truth.  If  it  was  the  gold  of  Pitt  that 
paid  for  all  the  French  blood  that  has  been 
i'pilled,  it  muft  have  been  that  gold  that 
paid  for  the  inhuman  murder  of  MefTrs, 
Lailny  and  Fleflcl,  and  it  muft  have  been 
that  gold  which  induced  the  conftituent  af- 
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fembly  to  fanflion  the  murder,  by  giving 
the  afTafTins  of  thde  gen 'It-men  the  title  of 
heroes  and  conquerors^  and  by  inilituting  a 
national  feftival  m  their  honour. 

The  Revolution  was  begun,  and  has  hi- 
therto been  maintained  by  the  fhedding  of 
innocent  blood;  therefore,  if  it  was  the  gold 
of  Pitt  that  paid  for  that  blood,  it  is  to  the 
gold  of  Pitt  that  the  revolution  is  to  be  af- 
cribed,  and  not  to  that  patriotic  ipi  it  and 
love  of  liberty,  with  which  we  have  been  fo 
long  amufed.  In  the  fifth  chapter  of  this 
work,  it  is  inconteftibly  proved,  that  the 
feveral  National  Ailemblies  authorifed,  or 
approved  of  all  the  maflacres  which  have  dis- 
graced their  country  •,  if,  then,  thefe  maf- 
facres  were  paid  for  by  Mr.  Pitt,  mufl:  we 
not  inevitably  conclude  that  the  National 
Aflemblies  were  in  the  fame  pay  ?  It  Mr. 
Pitt  paid  for  the  blood  of  the  family  of 
Bourbon,  for  that  of  the  king's  guards,  of 
the  nobility,  the  clergy,  the  bankers,  the 
merchants,  in  fhort,  of  all  the  rich  or  arifto- 
crats,  as  they  are  called,  it  was  Mr.  Pitc 
who  deflroyed  the  monarchy :  it  was  he 
who  caufed  France  to  be  called  a  Republic, 
and  who  gave  rife  to  the  doclrine  ot  equali- 
i}\  Thofe,  therefore,  who  talk  of  the  gold 
of  Pitt,  mufi:  ceafe  all  their  fullome  cu- 
logiuais  on  thefe  gallant  republicans ,  for, 
N  3 


'         (     150     ) 

if  they  are  to  have  a  republic,  it  will,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  confeffions,  be  the 
work  of  the  Englilh  Minifler. 

This  vindication,  throwing  the  blame  on 
the  gold  of  Pitt,  amply  participates  in  the 
misfortune  of  all  the  vindications  that  have 
lately  appeared  amongft  us  •,  that  is,  it  takes 
i]p  a  bad  caufe,  and  makes  it  worie.  The 
reader  will  certainly  feel,  with  me,  an  in- 
expreflible  indignation  at  a  people,  who, 
becaufe  an  hotlile  army  was  on  their  fron- 
tiers, could  be  prevailed  on  to  butcher 
thoufands  upon  thoufands  of  their  innocent 
countrymen  y  who  could  cut  the  throats  of 
their  fathers  and  mothers,  rip  up  the  bowels 
of  women  with  child,  and  carry  about  the 
trophies  of  their  bafe  and  favage  triumph  on 
the  points  of  their  pikes  and  bayonets  ;  but, 
what  will  be  his  feelings,  what  will  contain 
his  fwelling  heart,  when  he  is  told,  that  all- 
this  was  undertaken  and  perpetrated  for  fo- 
reign gold  ?  1  he  revolutioniils,  by  accufing 
Mr.  Pitt  of  being  at  the  bottom  of  their 
maffacreG,  do  not  perceive,  without  doubt, 
that  they  are  heaping  ten  times  ten-fold  in- 
famy on  themfelves  and  their  nation. 

By  alledging.  this  influence  of  Britifh 
gold,  the  writer  I  have  above  quoted  re- 
duces himfeir  and  the  partizans  of  the  re- 
volution to  a  mod  diflrefling  dilemma.  Pie 
owns  that  rivers  of  French  bloQxl  have  flow- 
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ed  at  Paris,  in  the  departments,  on  the 
frontiers,  and  in  the  colonies  ;  and  he  tells 
us,  that  this  blood  was  paid  for  with  the 
gold  of  Pitt.  Now,  admitting  this  to  be 
true,  this  blood  has  been  fhed,  and  this 
gold  received,  by  Frenchmen,  To  what,  then, 
v/ill  our  author  afcribe  this  fanguinary  ava- 
rice ?  He  muft  either  afcribe  it  to  xhtna'ural 
difpqfition  of  his  countrymen  -,  or,  a  change 
in  that  natural  difpofition,  produced  by  the 
revolution.  It  is  uncertam  which  of  thefe 
he  may  choofe,  but  it  is  very  certain,  choofe 
which  he  will,  that  he  h^s  held  up  the  cha- 
racSler  of  his  nation,  or  the  principles  of  the 
revolution,  to  deteilation  and  abhorrence. 
This  is  the  way  iie  has  juftified  the  French 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
Infinitely  better  were  it  for  fuch  juftificrs  to 
fufter  the  prefs  to  reft  in  eternal  inadion. 
All  that  a  good  Frenchman  can  do,  is,  to 
weep  over  the  difgrace  of  his  country  •,  for, 
fo  long  as  murder,  horrid,  barbarous,  fa- 
vage  murder,  ill  all  admit  of  no  excufe,  fo 
long  rhall  the  actions  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tioniits  remain  unjuftifiable. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that  a  writer  of 
this  itamp  might  be  willing  to  allow,  that 
his  countrymen  were  always  naturally  fero- 
cious and  bloody-minded,  rather  than  con- 
fefs  that  this  dilpofition  has  been  produced 
by  the  principles  of  the  revolution ;    for. 
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patriots  of  this  kind  are  ever  ready  to  facri- 
fice  the  honour  ot  their  country  to  the  fup- 
port  of  their  fyltcms.  But  juftice  demands 
from  us  to  rejedl  with  difdairt  every  fuch 
conclufion.  We  have  feen  the  French  peo- 
ple fpnght'y,  beneficent,  humane  and  hap- 
py •,  let  us,  now,  fjllow  them  ftep  by  ftep 
into  the  a\A*ful  oppofice,  and  fee  for  our- 
felves,  by  what  diabolical  means  the  change 
has  been  effeded. 

The  firfl-  National  AfTembly  had  hardly 
affumed  that  title,  when  they  dilcovered 
an  intention  of  overturning  the  govern- 
ment, which  had  been  called  together,  and 
which  their  conftituents  had  enjoined  them,. 
to  fupport,  and  of  leveling  all  ranks  and 
diilinCtions  among  the  different  orders  in 
the  community.  To  this  they  were  not  led, 
as  it  had  been  fo  falfejy  pretended,  by  their 
love  of  liberty  and  defire  of  feeing  their 
country  happy  ^  bur  by  envy,  curled  envy, 
that  will  never  let  the  fiery  demagogue  fieep 
in  peace,  while  he  ic^s  a  greater  of  richer 
than  himfelf.  It  has  been  obje6i:ed  to  this, 
that  there  were  among  the  revolutionifts 
men  who  already  enjoyed  diftinguilhed  ho- 
nours ',  but  it  is  forgotten  at  the  fame  time, 
that  ambition  will  be  at  the  top,  or  no 
where ;  that  it  will  deftroy  itfelf  with  the 
envied  objedl,  rather  than  a6l  a  fubaltern 
part.     The  motto  of  a  demagogue  is  that 
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of  Milton's  Satan  :  "  rather  reign  in  hell 
than  ferve  in  heaven." 

This  taPi<  of  dellruclion  was,  however, 
an  arduous  one.  To  tear  the  complicated 
work  of  fourteen  centuries  to  pieces  at  once, 
to  renders  honours  diflionourable,  and  turn 
reverential  awe  into  contempt  and  mockery, 
was  not  to  be  accompiifhed  but  by  extraor- 
dinary means.  It  was  evident  that  pro- 
perty muft  change  hands,  that  the  befl  blood 
of  the  nation  muft  flow  in  torrents,  or  the 
projedi  muil  fail.  The  aflfembly,  to  arm 
the  multitude  on  their  fide,  broached  the 
popular  doftrine  of  equa/ily.  It  was  a  ne- 
ceflary  part  of  the  plan  of  thefe  reformers 
to  feduce  the  people  to  their  fupport  v  and 
fuch  was  the  credulity  of  the  unfortunate 
French,  that  they  foon  began  to  look  on 
them  as  the  oracles  of  virtue  and  wifdom, 
and  believed  themfelvcs  raifed,  by  one  (hort 
fentence  ilTued  by  thefe  ambitious  impoftors, 
from  the  flate  of  fubje^Is  to  that  of  fove- 
reigns. 

''  I  punifhed"  fays  Solon,  the  Athenian 
law-giver,)  "  I  punilhed  with  death  all 
"  thofe  afpiring  difturbers  of  the  common- 
*'  v/ealth,  who,  in  order  to  domineer  them- 
"  felves,  and  lead  the  vulgar  in  their  trafn, 
*^  pretended  that  all  men  were  equal,  and 
''  fought  to  confound  the  different  ranks  in 
*^  fociety,    by  preaching   up  a  chimerical 
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"  equality,  that  never  did  or  can  exift.**" 
How  happy  would  it  have  been  for  France,.- 
had  there  been  feme  Solcn,  endued  with 
wifdom  and  power  enough-  to  punifh  the 
political  mountebanks  of  the  Conflituent 
AfTembly  !  What  dreadful  carnage-,  what 
indelible  difgrace,  the  nation  would  have 
efcaped !  Hardly  had  the  word  equality 
been  pronounced,  when  the  whole  kingdom^ 
became  a  fcene  of  anarchy  and  confufion^ 
The  name  of  liberty  (I  fay  the  vame^  for 
the  regenerated  French  have  known  nothing 
of  it  but  the  name.)  The  name  of  liberty 
had  already  half  turned  the  heads  of  the 
people,  and  that  of  equality  finifhed  the 
work.  From  the  moment  it  founded  in 
their  ears,  all  that  had  formerly  infpired  rs- 
fpedl,  all  that  they  had  reverenced  and 
adored,  even  began  to  excite  contempt  and 
fury.  Birth,  beamy,  old  age,  all  became  the 
vidims  of  a  deftrncliveequality,  ereded  in- 
to a  law  by  an  Affembly  of  ambitious  ty- 
rants, who  were  ready  to  deftroy  every 
thing  that  crofled  their  way  to  abfolute  do- 
mination. 

One  of  the  immediate  effe6ts  of  the  pro- 
mulgation of  this  dodrine  was  the  murder 
of  Monfieur  Foulon  and  his  fon -in-law  Bcr- 
tHier,  who,  without  fo  much  as  being 
charged  with  any  crime,  we  e  taken  by  the 
people,    conduced  to  Paris,    and  cruelly 
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tnaiTacred,  I  will  fay  nothing  (fays  D«  Gour 
in  his  eloquent  Memoir e^  page  35)  I  will  fay 
^nothing  of  the  favage  cruelties  committed  on 
Foulon  and  Berthier ;  I  will  not  reprefent 
the  bloody  head  of  the  father-in  law,  offer- 
ed  to  the  fon  to  kifs,  prcfied  againft  his 
lips,  and  afterwards  put  under  his  feet  -,  I 
will  not  reprefent  the  inhuman  afTalTias 
rufhing  on  Berthier,  tearing  out  his  heart, 
and  placing  it,  quivering  and  ftill  palpita- 
ting, on  the  table  of  the  town-hall,  before 
the  magifirates  of  the  commune. — After  this 
their  heads  were  ftuck  on  pikes,  and  the 
heart  of  Berthier  on  the  point  of  a  fword. 
In  this  manner  they  were  carried  through 
the  ftreets,  followed  by  the  exulting  popu- 
lace (fee  Rahaufs  Hiftory  of  the  French 
Revolution,  page  117.)  Nor  let  it  be 
pretended  that  the  AfTembly  could  not  pre- 
vent this  fhameful,  this  bloody  deed.  They 
had  :he  absolute  command  of  Paris  at  the 
time,  and  h;id  two  hundred  thoufand  armed 
men  ready  to  obey  their  nod.  But  the  Af- 
fembly  never  oppc fed  the  naunkr  of  thofe 
v/hom  they  locked  upon  as  their  enemies  j 
nay,  Rabaut,  their  partial  hiitcrian  (who 
was  one  of  their  body)  even  juftiiies  the 
murder. 

When  the  word  equality  found  its  way  to 
the  colonies  it  was  oiily  a  fignal  for  alTaflina» 
tion.     At  Poit-au-Princ€  the  Chevalier  dc 
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Mauduit,  a  brave  and  generous  officer,  who 
rendered  eflential  fervices  to  this  country 
during  the  laft  war,  was  mudered  by   his 
own  foldiers.     The  villains  had  the  infolence 
to  order  him  to  kneel  down  before  them  : 
*'  No,"  faid  he,  like  a  foldier  as  he  was, 
"  Jt  fhall  never  be  faid  that  Thomas  Mau- 
*'  duit  bent  his  knee  before  a  fet  of  fcoun-, 
•*  drels." — His  head  was  cut  off;  he  was 
torn  limb  from  limb  j  his  bowels  were  trail- 
ed along  the  ftreet,  as  butchers  do  thofe  of 
beads  in  a  flaughter  houfe.  The  next  morn- 
ing the  different  members  of  his  body,  and 
morfels  of  his  fielh,  were  feen  (Irewed  about 
oppofite  his  houfe,  and  his  bloody  and  ghaflly 
head  placed  on  the  Hep  of  the  door-way.- 
We    know   we   have    before  our  eyes    the: 
proofs  of  what  havock,  diftrefs,  and  deftruc- 
tion  this  deteftable  word  has  fince  produced: 
in  the  unfortunate' ifland  of  St.  Domingo. 

It  was  now  that  the  fovereign  people,  en- 
tering on  their  reign,  firft  took  the  famous 
plundering  motto :  "  Z,^  guerre  aux  cha- 
teaux et  la  paix  aux  chaumieres -,'*  that  is,. 
War  to  the  gentlemen's  houjes^  and  -peace  to  the 
cottage  •,  or,  in  other  words,  war  to  all  thofe. 
'Who  have  any  thing  to  lofe.  This  motto  is 
extremely  comprchenfive ;  it  includes  the 
whole  docflrine  of  equality.  It  was  not  a 
vain  declaration  in  France;  but  was  puti 
in  practice  with   that  patriotic  zeal  which 
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has  marked  the  whole  courfe  of  t!ie  revolu- 
tion. To  be  rich,  or  of  a  good  family,  be- 
came a  crime,  which  was  often  expiated 
by  the  lofs  of  life.  Men  took  as  much 
pains  to  be  thought  obfcure  vagabonds,  as 
they  had  formerly  done  to  be  thought 
wealthy  and  of  honeft  defcent -,  and,  what 
diftinsuifhes  the  French  revolution  from  all 
others  in  the  world,  to  have  a  ragged  pair 
of  breeches,  or  to  be  totally  in  want  of 
that  fo  neceffary  article  of  drefs,  was  ef- 
teemed  the  furell  mark  of  pure  patriotifm, 
and  was  the  greateil  recommendation  to 
public  favour. 

J     But  the  National  Affembly,  though  hear- 
tily feconded  by  myriads  of  ragged  popu- 
lace, knew,   however,  that  they   could  not 
I  long  depend  upon  fuch  a  promifcuous  fup- 
port.  The  citizens  were,  therefore,  to  be  fol- 
diers  at  the  fame  time,  and  placed  under  the 
command  of  the  creatures  of  the  Aflembly. 
To  this  end  the  territory  of  the  nation  un- 
derwent a   nev/  divifion,   on    the   levelling 
plan.     The  provinces  of  France  were  melt- 
ed down  into  a  rude  undigefted  mafs  of  de- 
partments, diftricts,  and  municipalities.  All 
,  the  old   magiftrates   were  replaced   by  the. 
i  vilefl  wretches  that  could  be  found.     There 
'were    forty  four    thoufand     municipaliticSy 
each  of  thefe  iiad  feveral  municipal  officers, 
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and  each  of  theie  latter  his  troop  of  revolu- 
tionary myrmidons.  There  could  not  be 
kfs  than  three  millions  of  men  in  arm.s,  ready 
to  burn,  cut  and  fl^y  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing. Nothing  was  to  be  feen  or  heard 
but  the  patrolli^ng  of  thefe  fons  of  equality. 
The  AlTembly  pretended  to  hold  out  the 
olive  branch,  while  they  were  forming  the 
nation  into  a  camp.  The  peaceable  man 
trembled  for  his  life.  One  mud  have  been 
an  eye  witnefs  of  the  change  produced  by 
thefe  meafures,  to  have  the  lead  idea  of  it. 
All  was  fufpicion  and  dread.  The  bell  that 
had  never  rung  but  to  call  the  peaceful  vil- 
lagers to  the  altar,  was  converted  to  a 
fignal  of  approaching  danger,  and  the  tree, 
beneath  which  they  formerly  danced,  be- 
came an  alarai  pofl.  The  ragged  greafy 
magiftratea,  with  their  municipal  troops  at 
their  heels,  were  for  ever  prowling  about 
for  their  prey,  the  property  of  others.  Thefe 
little  platoons  of  cut-throats  ranged  the 
country  round,  crying  havock,  birrning  and 
laying  wafle  wherever  they  came.  They, 
had  not  yet  begun  to  murder  frequently, 
but  it  v^as  little  confequence  to  a  man  whe- 
ther his  brains  were  blowed  out  or  not,  after 
having  feen  himfcJf  and  family  reduced, 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  from  affluence 
to  beggary.  A  band  of  thefe  enlightened 
jiiffians  went   to   the   chaUau^  or   country 
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Iiouie  of  a  gentleman  in  Provence,  ana  4..V- 
manded  thac  his  perfon  fliould  be  delivered 
into  their  hands.  The  lervants  defended 
the  hoiife  for  fome  time,  but  in  vain  ^  they 
advanced  to  the  front  door,  when  the  lady 
of  the  houfe  appeared  with  a  clvild  in  her 
arms,  and  endeavoured  to  pacify  them,  fay- 
ing that  her  hufband  was  gone  our  at  the 
back  door.  The  ruffians  inflantly  fet  fire 
to  the  houfe.  V/hen  the  lady  perceived 
this,  fne  confeffed  that  her  hi)fband  was  hid- 
den in  one  of  the  garrets.  The  houfe  was 
now  on  firci  flie  hfi  her  child,  and  rufned 
through  the  flames  to  call  her  hufband  from 
his  retreat,  but  fhe  was  flified  in  the  pailage, 
and  burnt  to  death,  and  her  hufband  fhared 
in  her  fate,  leaving  a  helplcfs  infant  to  the 
mercy  of  the  murderers  of  its  father  and  mo- 
ther.— A  hundred  volumes  like  this  could 
not  contain  the  horrors  that  thefe  revolu» 
tionary  robbers  committed  in  the  name  of 
liberty  and  equality. 

Let  this,  Americans,  be  a  leflbn  to  you, 
throw  from  you  the  do(5lrine  of  equality^  as 
you  wauld  the  poifoned  chalice.  Where- 
ever  this  deteftable  principle  gains  ground 
to  any  extent,  ruin  muft  inevitable  enfue. 
Would  you  ftifle  the  noble  flame  of  emula- 
tion, and  encourage  ignorance  and  idlenefs  ? 
Would  you  inculcate  defiance  of  the  laws  ? 
Would  you  teach  ftrvants  to  be  difobedient 
Q  z 


(     i6o    ) 

to  their  mailers,  and  children  to  chelr  pa-> 
rents  ?  Would  you  fow  the  feeds  of  envy, 
hatred,  robbery,  and  murder  ?  Would  you 
break  all  the  bands  of  fociety  afunder,  and 
turn  a  civili;ied  people  into  a  horde  of  fa- 
vages?  This  is  all  done  by  the  comprehen- 
five  word  equality. — But  they  tell  us  we  are- 
not  to  take  it  in  the  unqualified  fenfe.  In 
what  fenfe  are  we  to  take  it  then?  Either  it 
means  fomething  more  than  liberty,  or  it 
means  nothing  at  all.  The  mifconflrudion 
of  the  vv'ord  liberty  has  done  mifchief 
enough  in  the  world  ;  to  add  to  it  a  word 
of  a  iiili  more  dangerous  extent,  was  to 
kindle  a  flame  that  never  can  be  extinguifh- 
ed  but  by  the  total  debafement,  if  not  de- 
ftrutflion  of  the  fociety,  who  are  fflly  or 
wicked  enough  to  adopt  its  ufe.  We  are 
told,  that  every  government  receives  with 
its  exiitence  ihe  latent  difeafe  that  is  one  day 
to  accomplifh  its  death  ;  but  the  government 
that  is  attacked  with  this  political  apoplexy 
is  annihilated  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

The  civil  diforganization  of  the  liate  was 
but  the  forerunner  of  thofe  curfes  which  the 
AiTcmbly  had  in  fiore  for  their  devoted 
country.  They  plainly  perceived,  that  they 
never  fhould  be  able  to  brutity  the  people 
to  their  wifhes,  without  removing  the  for- 
midable barriers  of  religion  and  morality. 
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Their  heads  were  turned,  but  it  was  neecf-' 
fary  to  corrupt  their  hearts. 

Befides  this,  the  leaders  in  the  Aflembly 
were  profelTed  modern  philofophers  -^  that  is  to 
fay,  atheifts  or  deifls.  Camus  and  Con- 
dorcet  openly  taught  atheifm,  and  Ceruti 
•faid  with  his  laft  breath,  '"  the  only  regret  I 
"  have  in  quitting  the  worlds  is^  that  1  leave  a 
"  religion  on  earth.'*  Thefe  words,  the  blaf- 
phemy  of  an  expiring  demon,  were  applaud- 
ed by  the  affembled  legiflators.  It  was  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  vanity  of  fuch 
men  lliouid  be  flattered  in  the  hope  of  chang- 
ing the  mojl  chrifiian  country  into  the  mojt 
infidel  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  for,  there 
is  a  fort  of  fanaticifm  in  irreligion,  that  leads 
the  profligate  atheift  to  feek  for  profelytes 
with  a  zeal  that  would  do  honour  to  a  good 
caufe,  but  which  employed  in  a  bad  one  be- 
comes the  Icourge  of  fociety. 

The  zeal  of  thefe philofophers  for  extirpat- 
ing the  truth  was  as  great  atleafl:as  that  (hown 
by  the  primitive  chriftians  for  its  propaga- 
tion. But  they  proceeded  in  a  vej-y  different 
manner.  Atfiift  fomecircumipedlion  wasne- 
cefiary.  The  more  efll^clually  to  deftroy  the 
chriitian  religion  altogether,  they  began  by 
fapping  the  foundations  of  the  catholic  faith, 
the  only  one  that  the  people  had  been  taught 
to  revere.     They  formed  a  fchifm  with  the 
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church  of  Rome,  well  knowing  that  the 
opinions  of  the  vulgar,  once  fet  afloat,  were 
as  likely  to  fix  on  atheifm  as  on  any  other 
fyftem  ;  and  more  fo,  as  being  lefs  oppofed 
to  their  levelling  principles  than  the  rigid 
though  fimple  morality  of  the  gofpel.  A 
religion  that  teaches  obedience  to  the  higher 
powers,  inculcates  humility  and  peace, 
ltri(5lly  forbids  robbery  and  murder,  and,  in 
Ihort,  enjoins  on  men  to  do  as  they  would 
be  done  unto,  could  by  no  means  fuit  the 
armed  ruffians,  who  were  to  accomplifh  the 
views  of  the  French  Affembly. 

The  prefs,  which  was  made  free  for  the 
worft  of  purpofes,  lent  moft  powerful  aid  to 
thefe  deftrudive  reformers.  While  the  ca- 
tholic religion  was  ridiculed  and  abufed,  no 
other  chriftian  fyftem  was  propofed  in  its 
ftead  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  profligate 
wretches  who  conduded  the  public  prints, 
among  whom  were  Mirabeau,  Marat,  Con- 
dorcet  and  Hebert,  filled  one  half  of  their 
impious  fheets  with  whatever  could  be 
thought  of  to  degrade  all  religion  in  gene- 
ral. The  minifters  of  divine  worfhip,  of 
every  fed  and  denomination,  were  repre- 
fented  as  cheats,  and  as  the  avowed  enemies 
of  the  fublime  and  fentimental  fomething, 
which  the  Afltmbly  had  in  ilorc  for  the  re- 
generation of  the  world. 


C    ^^f   ) 

Mod  of  my  readers  mull  have  heard  of 
the  magnificeat  church  at  St.  Genvieve,  at 
Paris.  It  was  one  of  the  moft  noble  ftruc- 
tures  that  the  world  had  ever  feen,  and  had 
befides  the  honour  of  being  confecrated  to 
the  worlhip  of  Chrift.  This  edifice  the  blaf- 
phemers  feized  on  as  a  receptacle  for  the 
remains  of  their  "  great  men,''  From  a 
chriftian  church,  they  changed  it  into  a  pa^ 
gan  temple,  and  gave  it  the  name  ot  Panr 
theon.  Condorcet,  pre-eminent  in  infamy, 
propofed  the  decree,^  by  which  the  name  of 
God  and  that  of  St.  Genvieve  ^yere  ordered 
to  be  effaced  from  the  frontifpiece. 

To  this  Pantheon  the  afhes  of  Voltaire 
were  firft  tranfported,  and  the  AiTembly 
fpent  no  lefsthan  three  days  in  determining^ 
whether  thofe  of  Roujfeau  fhould  not  accom- 
pany them.  This  dillindion,  paid  to  two 
of  the  moft  celebrated  deifts  of  the  age,  was 
a  full  declaration  of  the  principles  as  well  as 
the  intentions  of  the  majority  of  the  Af- 
fembly. 

Thofe  who  have  not  had  the  patience  to 
v/ade  through  the  lies  and  blaiphemies  of 
Voltaire,  know  his  principles  from  report.. 
Roujfeau  is  not  fo  v/ell  known  -,  and,  as  he 
was,  and  ftill  continues  to  be,  the  great 
oracle  of  the  revolationifts,  I  am  perfuaded 
a  page  or  two  on  his  charader,  and  that  of 
his  works,  will  not  be  loft  here  j  particularly 
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as  I  have  heard  both  mentioned  with  Ap- 
plaufe  in  this  country,  by  perfons  appa- 
rently of  the  bed  intentions. 

The  philofopher  RoufTcau,  the  pagod  of 
the  regenerated  French,  was  born  at  Gene- 
va-,   and,  at  a  proper   age,  bound  an  ap- 
prentice to  an  artift.     During  an  apprentice- 
ship he  frequently  robbed  his  mafter  as  well 
as  other  perfons,     Before  his  time  was  ex- 
pired he  decamped,  fled  into  the  dominions 
of  the  king  of  Sardinia,    where  he  changed 
the  preibyterian  for  the  catholic    religion. 
This  beginning  feemed  to  promife  fair  for 
what  followed.     By  an  unexpedted  turn  of 
fortune  he  became  a  footman,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  did  not  forget  his  old  habit   of 
ftealing.     He  is  deteded   with   the  ftolen 
goods;  fwears  they  were    given  him   by    a 
maid  fervant  of  the  houfe ;  the  girl  is  con- 
fronted with  him,  fhe  denies  the  fatl,  and 
weeping  preiTes  him    to  confefs  the  truth ; 
but  the  young  philofopher  flill  perfifts  in  the 
lie,  and  the  poor  girl  is  driven  from  her 
place  in  difgrace.— Tired  of  being  a  ferving- 
man,  he  went  to  throw  himfelf  on  the  pro- 
tedion  of  a  lady,    whom  he  had  feen  once 
before,  and  who  he  protefls  was   the  mod 
virtuous  creature  of  \\tY  fex.     This  lady  had 
fo  great  a  regard  of  him,  that  he  called  him 
her  little  darlings  and  he  called  her  mama. 
Mama  had  a  footmanj.  who  ferved  her  be- 
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fides,  in  another  capacity  very  much  re- 
iemblino;  that  of  a  hufband  ;  but  flie  had  a 
moll  tender  attedion  for  her  adopted  fon 
RouJfeaUy  and,  as  fhe  feared  he  was  forming 
connexions  with  a  certain  lady  that  might 
fpoil  his  morals,  fhe  herfelf,  out  of  pure  vir- 
tue, took  him.' — to  bed  with  her ! — This  vir- 
tuous effort  to  preierve  the  purity  of  Rouf- 
fcau's  heart,  had  a  dreadful  effed  on  the 
head  of  the  poor  footman,  and  fo  he  poifon- 
ed  himfelf — Roufleau  fell  fick,and/;i^;;f?^was 
obliged  to  part  with  little  darlings  while  he 
performied  a  journey  to  the  fouth  of  France, 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  On  the  road 
he  dines  with  a  gentleman,  and  lies  with  his 
wife.  As  he  v/as  returning  back,  he  debat- 
ed with  himfelf  whether  he  fhoulcl  pay  this 
lady  a  fecond  vifit  or  not  •,  but,  fearing  he 
might  be  tempted  to  fed uce  her  daughter 
aifo,  virtue  got  the  better,  and  determined 
the  little  darling  to  fly  home  into  the  arms 
of  his  mama,  but,  alas!  thofe  arm.s  were 
filled  with  another.  Mamo^s  virtue  had 
prompted  her  to  take  a  fubiliaite,  whom  fhe 
liked  too  well  to  part  with,  and  cur  phila- 
fopher  v/as  obliged  to  fhitt  for  himfelf.  I 
fhould  have  told  the  reader,  that  the  little 
darings  while  he  reOded  with  his  mama^. 
went  to  make  a  tour  with  a  young  mufician. 
Their  frkndihip  was  warm,  like  thatof  moft 
young  men,  and  they  were,  befides,  enjoin- 


(     i66    ) 

ed  to  take  particular  care  of  each  other  dur- 
ing their  travels.  They  travelled  on  for 
fome  time,  agreed  perfectly  well,  and  vow- 
ed an  everlafting  friendfhip  for  each  other. 
Bur,  the  rnufician,  being  one  day  taken  in  a 
fit,  fell  down  in  the  ftrect,  which  furniilied'^ 
the  faidifui  RoulYeau  with  an  opportunity 
of  Hipping  oif  with  fome  of  his  things,  and 
leaving  him  to  the  mercy  of  the  people,  in 
a  town  where  he  was  a  total  ftranger. 

We  fcldom  meet  with  fo  much  villainy  m 
a  youth.  His  manhood  was  worthy  of  it. 
He  turned  apoftate  a  fecond  time,  waa 
driven  from  within  the  walls  of  his  native 
city  of  Geneva,  as  an  incendiary,  and  an 
apoftle  of  anarchy  and  infidelity ;  nor  did 
he  forget  how  to  thieve. — At  laft  the  phi- 
lofopher  marries ,  but  like  a  philofopher ; 
that  is,  without  going  to  church.  He  has 
a  family  of  children,  and,  like  a  kind  phi* 
lofophical  father,  for  fear  they  fhould  want 
after  his  death,  he  fends  them  to  the  poor^ 
houfe  during  his  lifetime ! — To  conclude, 
the  philofopher  dies,  and  leaves  the  philo- 
fopherefs,  his  wife,  to  the  protection  of  a 
friend  ;  fhe  marries  a  footman^  and  gets, 
turned  out  into  the  (Ireet. 

This  is  a  brief  Iketch  of  the  life  of  Jeaa 
Jacques  Roufleau,  the  oracle  of  the  regene- 
rated French,  a  thief,  a  whoremiafter,  an 
adulterer,  a  treacherous  friend,  an  unnatu- 
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ral  father,  and  twice  an  apoflate, — There 
wants  only  about  a  hundred  murders  to 
make  him  equal  to  the  immortal  Marat, 
whom  we  have  feen  compared  to  Jefus 
Ghrift.  This  vile  wretch  has  the  impu- 
dence to  fay,  in  the  work  that  contains  a 
confefTion  of  thefe  his  crimes,  that  no  man 
can  come  to  the  throne  of  6od,  and  fay,  I 
4im  a  better  man  than  Rouffeau, 

His  writings,  though  they  have  very 
_great  literary  m.erir,  contain  fuch  principles 
as  might  be  expefted  from  fuch  a  man.  He/ 
has  exhaulled  all  the  powers  of  reafoning 
and  all  the  charms  of  eloquence  in  the  caufe' 
of  anarchy  and  irreligion.  And  his  writ- 
ings are  fo  much  the  more  dangerous,  as  he 
winds  himfelf  into  favour  with  the  unwary, 
by  an  eternal  cant  about  virtue  and  liberty. 
He  feems  to  have  aiTumed  the  mafk  of  virtue 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  propagat- 
ing with  more  certain  fuccefs  the  blackeft 
and  moft  incorrigible  vice  *.       -       ^ 

*  Two  pliilofophers  can  feldom  agree  mOfS  tKan  two 
perfons  of  any  other  profedion  ;  To  it  happened  with 
VoUmri  aivd  Rjoujeau.  The  humorous  prophetic  fatire. 
oftheform-r,  occafioned  by;  th^e  publication,  of  Roi^'-- 
feaus  romance,' the  A>'^v  Eloijluy  is  fo  well  worthy  ofa- 
place  here,  that  I  camK)t  deny  myfeif  the  pleafure  ot 
tranflatiiig  an  extra<^  or  two  from  it. 

**  In  thofe  days  there  will  appear  in  France  a  won- 
derful man.  He  will  fey  unto  the  people,  behold!  1, 
am  pofTelled  by  the  demon  of  enthufu£nj  I  have  re- 
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This  was  the  man  and  the  writer  that  the 
conditnent  AfTembly  held  up  to  the  imita- 
tion and  even  adoration  of  the  poor  deluded 
French  people.  The  afhes  of  this  thieving 
philofopher  coftthe  nation  almoil  two  thou-, 
land  guineas  in  debates.  .  > 

Thofe  who  know,  what  power  novelty 
has  on  the  French  ^  with  what  enthufiafm, 
or  rather  fury,  they  adopt  whatever  is  in. 

ce,i>^ed  from  heaven  the  gift  of  paradoxical  Inconfiftency ; 
and  the  light-heeled  multitude  will  dance  after  him  and 
many  will  adore'  him.  And  he  will  fey,  you  are  all 
rafcals  -and  proftitutes,  and  I  deteft  rafcals  and  profti- 
tu/;Q9„  and  ;I  conve  to  live  amongil  you.  And  he  will- 
add,  the  men  and  women  are  ail  virtuous  in  the  republic 
of  Geneva,  where'I  was  born,  and  I  love  virtuous  men- 
and  v/omen,  and  I  will  not  live  in  the  country  where  I 
was  born. — He  will  proteft  that  the  play-houfe  is  a 
fchoql/of  proilitution  and  corruption,  and  he  will  \yrite 
oper^S:  and  plays. — He  will  ad vife  mankind  to.  go  flark- 
naked,  and  he  will  wear  laQcd  cloths,  wheii  given  unto' 

him He  will  fwearthat  romances  corrupt  the  morals 

of  alLvvha^read'tEhem,  and  he  will  compofe  a  romance  ; 
and  in  this  romance  will  be- feen' vice  in  deeds  and  vir- 
tue in  words,  and  the  lovers  will  be  mad  with  love  and 
with  philofophy ;  and  this  romance  will  teach  how  to 
feduce  a  young  girl  philofophically ;  and  the  difciple . 
will  lofe  all  fliamfe  and  modeily  :  and  Ihe  will  praftife 
fooliihnefs,  and  raife'  maxims  and  paradoxes  with  her 
mailer;  and  fhe  will  kifs  firll,  and  afk  him  to  lie  witl\ 
her,  and  he  will  a£lually  lie  with  her,  and  fhe  will  be- 
come round  and  pregnant  VVitlf  metaphyfics.  And  this 
tiiey  will  call  philofophy  and  virtue,  and  they  will  talk 
about  philofophy  and  virtue,  till'  ho  foul  on  earth  will 
know  what  philofophy  and- virtue  J.S.'* 
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voi^ue,  may  gueis  at  the  effc6l  that  this  phi^ 
ioiophical  canonization  of  Roufrcau  pro- 
duced. Every  thing  was  a  la  Roujfeau-^  his 
works  were  hawked  about,  mouthed  in, the 
National  AfTembiy  (often  by  thofe  who  un- 
deritood  them  not)  recommended  in  all  the 
prints,  and  fpoutcd  at  the  fans-cuiotte  clubs. 
His  old  boorifh  layings  became  the  iivelieil 
traits  of  wit,  all  his  manners  were  imitated, 
to  be  crufty  and  ill-bred  was  like  Jean 
Jacques,  and,  what  was  particularly  offen- 
five  to  every  juft  mind,  his  loathfome  down^ 
looking  portrait,  that  portrait  which  feems 
to  be  the  chofen  feat  of  guilt,  was  feen  at 
every  corner,  and  in  every  hand. 

Having  thus  prepared  the  public  mind, 
the  AiTembly  made  a  bold  attack  on  the 
church.  They  difcovered,  by  the  light  of 
philoiophy,  that  France  contained  too  many 
chiirches,  and,  of  courfe,  too  many  paftors. 
Great  part  of  them  were  therefore  to  be 
fuppreiled,  and  to  make  the  innovation 
go  'down  with  the  people,  all  tithes  were 
«>  be  abolifaed.  The  meafure  fucceededj 
but  what  did  the  people  gain,  by  the  aboli- 
Tion  of'the  tithes?  not  a' farthing  ^  for,  a 
•tax  of  twenty  per  cetJt.  v^as  immediately  laid 
ori  the  lands  in  confequence  of  it.  The 
cheat  was    not    perceived  till   it   was   too 
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But,  the  abolition  of  the  thlches,  the  only 
motive  of  which  was  to  debafe  the  clergy  ia 
the  opinions  of  the  people,  was  but  a  trifle 
to  what  was  to  follow.  The  religious  or- 
ders, that  is  to  fay,  the  communities  of 
monks  and  nuns,  poiTeiTed  immenfe  landed 
eftates,  and  thefe  the  honed  AfTembly  had 
marked  for  their  own.  As  a  pretext  for  the 
feizure  they  firft  decreed,  that  the  wealth  of 
the  religious  orders  belonged  to  the  nation^  to 
that  indefinite  being,  that  exifts  everywhere 
and  no  where,  and  that  has  devoured  all, 
without  receiving  any  thing. 

As  this  a6l  of  feizing  the  eftates  of  the 
regular  clergy,  was  one  of  thofe  that  gave 
a  decifive  blow  to  property  as  well  as  reli- 
gion in  France^  and  one  that  has  received 
the  greateft  applaufes  in  this  country,  I  ftiall 
enter  a  little  at  length  into  the  flagrant  in- 
juftice  of  it.  Nor  is  the  fubjed-inapplicable 
to  ourfelves ;  for,  though  there  are  no  reli- 
gious orders  in  America,  there  are  many 
people  of  property,  and  it  is  of  a  violation 
of  property  that  I  here  charge  the  Af- 
fembly. 

How  the  eftates  of  the  religious  orders 
became  the  property  of  a  certain  fomebody 
called  the  nation,  in  1791,  is  to  me  wholly 
inconceiveable ;  feeing  that  there  never  was 
a  time,  when  they  belonged  to  that  fociety 
of  men,   now   called  the  French.     Great 
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part  of  the  monaileries  had  been  founded 
hve,  fix,  feven  hundred  years,  and  fome 
above  a  thoufand  years  before  the  moft 
worthkfs  of  the  French  took  it  into  their 
heads  to  be  fo  many  fovereigns.  The 
founders  were  men  of  pious  and  aullere 
Jrvcs,  who,  wifhing  to  retire  from  ths 
world,  obtained  grants  of  uncultivated  land, 
generally  in  fome  barren  and  folitary  fpot. 
There  they  formed  little  miferable  fettle- 
ments,  which,  by  their  frugality  and  la- 
bour, in  time  becamiC  rich  meadows,  farms 
and  vineyards.  A  French  hiftorian,  fpeak- 
ing  of  St.  Etienne,  fays :  "  In  1058,  he 
^'  retired  to  Citeaux,  then  a  vaft  foreil,  in- 
*'  habited  only  by  wild  beads.  Here,  with 
"  the  help  of  his  followers^  he  built  a  mo- 
"  nriftery  of  the  wood  of  the  forelt  ♦,  but, 
*'  at  firft,  it  was  no  more  than  a  group  of 
*'  fliabby  huts.  Every  thing  bore  the 
"  marks  of  extreme  poverty  :  the  crofs  was 
"  of  wood,  the  cenfers  of  copper,  and  the 
'^  candlefticks  of  iron.  All  the  ornaments 
"  were  of  coarfe  woollen  or  linen.  La- 
"  bour  was  the  only  means  of  fubfiilence 
'^  with  the  monks  of  Citeaux.  For  many 
**  years  bread  was  their  only  food,  and  they 
"  were  often  reduced  to  a  fcarcity  of  even 
"  that." 

In  time  this  foreft   became  a  cultivated 
and  flourifliing  eftate,  and  the  fuccellors  of 
P  2 
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■ 

the  6 lil  proprietors  v/ere  not  only  at  their 
eafe,  but  even  rich.  The  monadcry,  which 
was  at  til  ft  but  a  clniTjp  of  ill-fhaped  huts, 
built  vviih  the  limbs  of  trees,  bark  and  turf, 
was  become  a  magniiiccnt  pile.  'The  church 
was  beauiiful  beyond  deicription.  Inftead 
of  wood  and  copper  and  iron,  the  fymbols 
of  rehgion  and  the  facred  vafes  were  now  of 
gold,  filvcr  and  precious  ilones»  This 
abbey,  at  the  time  of  the  feizure  by  the 
Conftituent  AiTembly,  had  an  annual  reve-  | 
nue  of  12O5C00  French  livres,  or,  about  | 
6000  pounds  fterling.  1 

Nov/,  I  all<;  any  honefl:  man,  was  this  "• 
the  property  of  the  French  nation,  or  not  ? 
By  v/hat  rule  of  right,  by  what  principle  of 
law  or  jufcice,  could  this  eftate  belong  to 
any  other  than  the  latoful  fucecfTors  of  the 
firlt  proprietors  •,  that  is  to  fay,  the  pofief- 
fors  at  the  epoch  of  the  feizure?  No  title 
ever  flamed  by  man  could  be  fo  good  as 
theirs.  The  community  at  Citcaux  had 
never  ceafed  to  exift,  nor  for  a  fingle  moment 
ceafed  to  keep  poiTcfBon  ot  their  Abbey  and 
its  dependencies.  They  had  £rft  obtained 
a  lawtiil  grant  of  x\\t  land,  had  cleared, 
cultivated,  and  enriched  it  \  and  had  en- 
joyed an  uninterrupted  pofiefilon  during  the 
fpace  of  feven  hundred  and  thirty  two  years? 
but,  at  the  end  of  the  enlightened  eighteenth 
century,  the  /ige  of  Rcajun^  up  flarts  a  liorde 
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of  lazy  worthlefs  ruffians,  calling  them- 
felves  the  nation,  and  lay  claim  to  their 
cllates  ! 

Bulteau^  in  fpeaking  of  St.  Benedi6b, 
fays  :  ''  The  bodily  labour  ordered  by  this 
"  wife  founder,  was  a  fource  of  peace  and 
"  tranquility  to  the  firft  monks,  and  of 
''  opulence  to  their  fucceiTor^?.  The  mo- 
*'  nafteries  were  long  an  afylum  to  thofe 
"  chriftians,  who  fled  from  the  oppreflions 
"  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals.  The  little 
"  learning  that  remained  in  the  barbarous 
''  and  dark  ages  v/as  preferved  in  the 
"  cloillers.  It  is  to  them  we  owe  all  the 
*-'  moft  precious  remains  of  antiquity,  as 
"  well  as  many  modern  inventions." — In- 
deed, under  the  great  difpofer  of  all  events^^ 
it  is  to  them  wc  owe  that  we  are  chriftians  ; 
that  we  poflefs  the  word  of  God,  our  guide 
to  eternal  life.  They  not  only  preferved  this 
ineflimable  volume,  but  fpread  it  in  every 
country  in  the  world.  Without  their  agen- 
cy, our  anceflors  might  have  continued 
pagans  ♦,  nay,  we  ourfelves,  perhaps,,  might 
now  have  been  facrificing  our  children  in 
the  hollow  of  a  Wickerldol. — Every  man 
of  any  reading  knows,  that  the  monafteries 
have  continued  to  enrich  the  world  with 
learned  and  ufeful  produ6lions.  Some  of 
the  writings  that  do  the  greateft  honour  ta 
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the  French  nation,  and  to  the  human  mind, 
have  ifTued  from  the  cloifter.  And  yet,  v^c 
have  feen  thefe  men  robbed  of  their  eftate^, 
dripped  of  even  their  furniture  and  their 
veftments,  driven  from  beneath  their  roofs, 
hunted  hke  wild  beafts,  and,  what  I  aai 
alhamed  to  fay,  many  of  us  have  had  the 
folly,  or  rather  bafenefs,  to  applaud  their 
unprincipled  and  blood-thirfty  purfuers  *. 

*  I  cannot  help  obferving  here^  that,  thefe  unjuft 
and  inhuman  applauders  have  not  always  been  cori- 
£ned  to  the  mob.  An  '^  Oratkn  on  the  Progrefs  of 
**  Reaforiy^  delivered  at  a  Public  Commencement  in 
the  Univeriity  of  Cambridge,  MaiTachufetts,  on  t'le 
.  i8th  of  July,  179~>  contains  a  philippic  againft  the 
injured  French  Monarch  and  Clergy,  the  moft  illiberal 
that  ever  difgraced  the  lips  of  a' petulant  felf-fuflicient 
pedant.  The  Orator  difcovers  but  little  knowledge  of 
any  branch  of  his  fubjesft,  and  more  particularly  oFthe 
charadler  of  Louis  XVI.  of  that  of  the  French  Clergy, 
and  of  the  nature  of  the  old  government ;  againfl  all 
which  he  runs  on  in  a  ilrain  of  inve6live,  more  refem- 
bling  the  brutal  abu^venefs  of  Calvin,  than  any  thing 
we  ought  to  expecl  to  hear  from  the  chair  ofafeminary, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  "  enlightened  eighteenth  century." — 
Like  many  others,  this  Orator  looked  upon  the  French 
Revolution  as  happi-y  tMm.inated;  as  the  dawn  of  uni- 
verfal  peace,  liberty,  a  id  virtue  ;  he  has  fmce  had  time 
to  fee  his  error,  to  fte  the  effef^s  of  his  '•  Progrefs  of 
**  Reafon,"  fome  of  which  I  have  related  in  the  former 
part  of  this  volume  ;  if  he  be  candid,  therefore,  he 
•will 'publicly  retrai^l  this  error.  If  he  fhould  not  do  this> 
I  fhall  take  the  liberty,  one  of  thefe  days,  of  coavincing 
him  that  he  has  erred. 
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We  are  told  that  the  monks  were  become 
too  rich.  Indeed  this  was  their  great  of- 
fence in  the  eyes  of  an  Afiembly,  whofe 
motto  vv^as  :,  "  War  to  the  rich  and  peace 
"  to  the  cottager."  But  we  have  feen  that 
the  foundation  of  thefe  riches  was  laid  by 
the  labour  of  their  predecefTors,  and -we 
may  obferve  that  they  were  augmented,  not 
by  oppreflion,  as  has  been  falfely  aflerted, 
but  by  a  prudent  management  of  their 
eftates.  Thofe  communities  that  cultivated 
their  own  lands,  were  noted  for  the  excel- 
lent manner  of  their  cultivation^  and  for 
the  fuperior  quality  of  their  produce  ;  and 
thofe  that  rented  out  their  farms  let  them 
at  a  low  rate,  fo  as  to  enable  the  farmer  to 
enrich  the  land  at  the  fame  time  that  he  en- 
riched himfelf.  It  was  by  fuch  means  that 
their  eftates  became  the  mod  valuable  in 
the  country,  a  circumiiance  that  poor  fhal- 
low-headed  Paine  has  brought  againft  them 
as  a  heinous  offence.  They  were  gentle 
humane  matters  and  landlords  :  a  man  look- 
ed upon  his  fortune  as  made,  when  he  be- 
came the  tenant  of  a  religious  order. 

And,  how  were  thefe  riches  fpent  ?  Not 
in  horfes  and  coaches  -,  people  ihut  up  in  a 
cloifter  had  no  ufe  for  thefe.  Not  in  balls 
and  plays  •,  for  there  they  could  never  ap- 
pear. Not  in  rich  attire  and  coftly  repafts  ; 
for  the  greaceil  part  of  them  were  clothed 
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worfe  than  common  beggars,  and  were  for- 
bidden the  ufe  of  meat,  and  even  of  wine, 
the  common  drink  of  their  country.  Their 
riches  did  not  go  to  aggrandize  their  lami- 
Jies-,  becaufe,  as  no  individual  could  pof- 
fefs  any  thing,  fo  he  could  bequeath  or  dif- 
pofe  of  nothing.  Who,  then,  profited 
from  thefe  riches? — Go  afk  the  poor,  who 
were  happy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their 
convents.  Go  afk  the  aged,  the  infirm,  the 
widow  and  the  orphan.  And,  afl^  them,  too, 
what  aid  and  confolation  they  have  received 
from  the  thieving  phiiofophers  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

This  charge  of  being  too  rich^  is  the  moft 
abfurd  as  well  as  the  mod  vile  that  could 
poffibly  be  invented.  Do  v^e  fay  to  a  man,. 
who  has  acquired  an  immenfe  fortune  by  the 
labour  of  his  father,  or  by  any  other  means  ; 
you  are  too  rich^  and  therefore  your  property 
belongs  to  the  nation  .^ — There  is  a  com- 
munity at  Bethlehem,  very  much  refembling 
thofe  we  have  here  been  fpeaking  of.  What 
Ihould  we  think  of  a  fcoundrel  legiflator, 
who  Ihould  propofe  to  ilrip  thefe  people  of 
their  property,  and  turn  them  out  to  beg 
their  bread,  merely  becaufe  the  value  of 
their  lands  is  increafed  ?  Such  was  he  who 
firib  propofed  the  feizurc  of  the  church  lands 
in  France* 
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'  Some  of  the  convents  in  France  had  been 
founded  by  lay  perfons,  upon  fuch  and 
fuch  conditions  j  and,  in  cafe  of  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  community,  the  property 
was  to  revert  to  the  heirs  of  the  donor* 
Foundations  of  this  kind  were  exaClly  re- 
fern  hhng  thofe  we  frequently  fee  among  us, 
of  hofpitals,  feminariesj  &c.  and  the  deeds 
were  flill  in  exiftence  at  the  time  of  the 
feizure ;  but  an  AfTembly  that  paid  no  re- 
fpedl  to  a  right  of  prefcription,  founded  on  a 
thoufand  years  of  uninterrupted  polTefTion, 
could  not  be  expecied  to  pay  attention  to 
the  concents  of  a  bit  of  old  parchment. 

We  ought  not  to  be  ailoniflied  at  hear- 
ing^  the  author  of  'The  jlge  of  Reafon  attempt 
to  juflify  this  ad  of  impudent  fraud  •,  but 
let  us  fee  how  his  dodlrine  would  fuit,  if 
applied  to  ourfelves:  for  this  is  the  only  way 
to  determine  on  its  merits.  Suppofe  (which 
God  forbid!)  the  principles  of  the  French 
Revolution  flnould  be  adopted  by  our  Legif- 
lature,  and  they  fhould  declare  all  the  meet- 
ing-houfes,  feminaries,  hofpitals,  &c.  toge- 
ther with  the  eftates  which  have  been  left 
for  their  fuppoi  t,  the  property  of  the  nation^ 
how  Ihould  we  receive  this  ?  Suppofe  an 
army  of  cut-throats  Iliould  be  fent  to  the 
Friends  Meeting-houfe  and  thruil:  them  out 
with  the  points  of  their  bayonets  ^  fuppole 
another  fhould  go  to  the  epifcopai  churchy 
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iJrive  the  congregation  from  tlie  alcar,  ilr.. 
the  miniiier  of  his  cafTock,  Icize  on  riie  la- 
era  mental  cup,  and  turn  the  church  into  a 
liable  5  i  aflc  how  fiiould  we  like  this  ?  — 
But,  we  are  told,  there  is  a  vail  diiference  -, 
that  the  monks  were  fuperftitibus  drones^ 
ufelefs  to  fociety. — Ah  !  let  us  beware.  Let 
us  take  care  not  to  condemn,  becaufe  wc 
are  protellants,  a  religion  that  differs  from 
our  own  in  form  only  ,  a  religion  that  has 
yet  more  votaries  than  any  other  chriilian 
profefTion  can  boaft  of.  And,  as  to  the  re- 
ligious orders  being  ufeiefs  to  fociety,  v/e 
have  no  proofs  of  this^  but  itrong  prefump- 
tive  ones  of  the  contrary  -,  for,  we  know, 
that  France  was  great  and  happy,  that  it  had 
been  increafing  in  extent,  wealth  and  popu- 
lation, fince  the  exiilence  of  thofe  commu- 
nities. However,  I  can  by  no  nieans  take 
upon  me  to  prove  the  public  utility  of  the 
monaflic  liie  j  nor  is  it  neceffary  -,  for,  if  no> 
man  is  to  poifefs  property,  unlels  he  can 
prove  his  utility  to  fociety,  I  am  afraid  that 
few  of  us  would  be  fee u re.  How  many 
hundreds  of  proprietors  do  we  fee,  who  are 
much  worfe  than  ufelefs  to  fociety  !  Surely 
the  public  is  as  much  benefited  by  a  man 
who  fpends  his  life  in  a  convent,  as  by  one 
who  fpends  it  in  a  tavern,  at  a  billiard-table, 
or  in  a  playhoufe.  I'houfands  and  thou- 
fands  there  are  who  never  worked  a  (Iroke, 
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nor  itUviied  a  fingle  hour  ;  vegetaling  nior- 
tals,  '>vho  leem  to  live  only  to  eat  and  drink, 
and  be  carried  abour.  Yet  we  have  never 
thought  of  feizing  their  edates.  No  ;  utili- 
ty or  inutility  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter  \  the  queflion  before  us  is  a  fimplc 
-queftion  of  right.  Whether  monks  were 
neceliary  or  ufeful  in  France,  or  not,  we 
know  there  were  fuch  people,  and  that  tliey 
pofil-iTed  property  legally  acquired  ;  and 
every  honefl  man,  capable  of  difcinguirrjing 
between  right  and  wrong,  Vv'ill  hold  in  ab- 
horrence the  Airemb'y  that  dared  to  rob 
jtliem  of  it. 

When  we  hear  of  fuch  crying  a^s  of  in-- 
juftice  as  this,  we  are  naturally  led  to  en- 
.quiic  who  were  the  iirfi  promoters  of  them. 
The  reader  v/ill  be  aftonilhed  to  hear,  that 
the  decree  for  this  national  robbery  was  fiiTt 
.prcpofcd  by  a  bifhop.  Of  a  hundred  and 
ithirty  eight  French  bifnops,  there  were  only 
■futr  to  be  found,  who  would  give  their  ap- 
j^'Oba-ion  to  this  deed,  and  one  of  theie 
.four  washe  who  propofed  the  decree.  The 
Abbe  Barruelfpeaksof  him  in  ihQ  following 
ttrms  :  *'  The  Aflembly  thought  it  high 
•*'  time  to  confummate  their  defigns  upon  the 
^'  church,  by  feizing  what  fiill  remained  of 
"  its  pofiefiions,  l^his  micafure  was  fo  evi* 
*'  dently  contrary  to  every  principle  of  juf- 
-*'  tice  and  common  hondly.  that  it  was  not 
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^*  eafy  to  find  a  man  fo  totally  loft  to  every 
''  lentirnent  of  humanity  as  to  bring  it  for-. 
^'  ward.  This  fecond  Judas  was  at  laft: 
"  found  in  the  college  of  the  apoiues.  This 
^'  v/as  Taiiierand  Perigord,  bilhop  of  Au  - 
"  tnn.— ThisPerigord  poiieiTed  ail  the  bafe- 
^'  nefs,  all  the  vices  of  a  Jew," — See  hijf.  of\ 
the  French  clergy^  fage  15.  \ 

To  obtain  the  fandion  of  the  people  to 
this  ad,  they  were  told,  that  "Cat  wealth  of 
the  church  would  not  only  pay  off  the  na- 
tional debt,   but  render  taxes  in   future  un* 
neceflary.     No  deception  v/as  ever  fo  bare- 
faced  as  this  i  but  even  this  was  not  want-* 
ed  s  for  the   people  themfclves  had  already 
begun  to  tafte  the  fvv'eets  of  plunder,     Ava- 
rice tempted  the  trading  part  of  th.e  nation 
to  approve  of  the  mesfurco     At  the   time 
of  paOlngihe  decree  they  were  '<xt\'\  among 
the  firit  to  applaud  it.     They  faw  an   eafy 
means  of  obtaining  thofe  fine   rich  e dates, 
the  poiTefllon  of  which   they  had,  perhaps, « 
long  coveted,^    In  vain  were  they  told,   that: 
the  purchafer  would  partake  in  the  infamy 
of  the  robbery  \    that,    if  the  tide  of  th(? 
communities    could    not    render     property 
lecure,  that  fame  property  could  never  be 
fecure  under  any  title  the  plunderers  could 
give.     In  vain  were  they  told,  that  in  fane- 
tioning  the  feizAire   of  the  wealth  of  others,^ 
x\iQ)'  Vtcre  fandioning  the  feizute  of  their  " 
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own,  whenever  that  all-devouring  moniler^ 
the  fovereign  people,  fhouid  call  on  them 
for  it.  In  vain  were  they  told  all  this:  the/ 
purchafed:  they  faw  with  pleafure  the  plun- 
dered clergy  driven  from  their  dwellings; 
but  fcarcely  had  they  taken  poiTciTxOn  of 
their  ill-gotten  wealth,  when  not  only  that, 
but  the  remains  of  their  other  property 
were  wrenched  from  them.  Since  that  we 
have  feen  decree  upon  decree  launched 
forth  againR:  the  rich :  their  account  books 
have  been  fubmitted  to  public  examination  : 
they  have  been  obliged  to  give  drafts  for  the 
funds  they  poiiclfed  even  in  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  all  their  letters  have  been  intercepted 
and  read.  How  many  hundreds  of  them 
have  we  feen  led  to  the  fcaffold,  merely 
becaufe  they  were  proprietors  of  what  their 
fovereign  ftood  in  need  of !  thele  v/ere  a6ls 
of  unexampled  tyranny,  but,  as  they  re- 
fpecled  the  perfons  who  applauded  the  fei- 
zure  of  the  eflates  of  the  church,  they 
were  perfedliy  juft.  Several  of  thefe  avari- 
cious purchafers  have  been  murdered  with- 
in the  walls  of  thofe  buildings,  whence  they^ 
had  afTifted  to  drive  the  lawful  proprietors  : 
this  was  juft  :  it  was  the  mcafure  they  had 
meted  to  others.  They  (liared  the  fate  of 
the  injured  clergy,  without  fharing  the  pity 
which  that   fate   excited.     When  dragged 
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forth  to  flaiighter  in  their  -urn,  they  were 
left  without  even  the  ri^ht  of  complaining  : 
the  lafl  ilab  of  the  affalTin  was  accompanied 
with  the  cutting  refiedtion,  that  it  wasjufl. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  fubjed, 
as  it  is,  perhaps,  the  moli  ftriking  and  moft 
awful  example  of  the  confequcnces  of  a  vio- 
lation of  property,  that  the  world  ever  faw. 
Let  it  fcrve  to  v/arn  all  thofe  who  wilh  to 
raife  their  fcrtunes  on  the  ruin  of  others, 
that  fooner  or  later,  their  own  turn  muft 
come.  From  this  act  of  the  Contlituent 
AiTennbly  we  may  date  the  violation,  in 
Fri^nce,  of  every  right  that  men  ought  to 
hold  dear.  Hence  the  f^izure  of  all  gold 
and  filver  as  thcr  property  of  the  nation  : 
hence  the  law  preventing  the  fon  to  claim 
the  wealthy  of  his  father  :  hence  the  abomi- 
nable tyranny  of  requifitions ;  and  hence 
thcufands  and  thoufands  of  the  murders, 
that  have  diigriiced  unhappy  France. 

Since  the  Icizure  of  the  church  eftates, 
there  has  not,  in  fad,  bten  any  fuch  thing 
as  private  propertyin  France ;  for,  though 
the  Conftitucnt  Atrembly  did  not  pafs  a 
Citcrcti  of  this  Impo  t,  they  knew  perkdly 
Veil  how  to  p-af^  decrees  and  eltablifli  regu- 
lations  amounting  to  the  fame  thing.  Some 
of  their  enormous  contributions  on  the  rich, 
were  called  itatrictk  gifts  ;  but  h.e  who  re- 
fufed  to  pny  the  ^ift  in'icrted  in  the  lift,  knew 
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.fie  had  but  a  few  hours  to  live.  The  mo- 
Hey  and  jewel. %  depofired  at  the  bar  of  the 
Ailernbly  ^^r^d  on  ihe  altar  of  the  country, 
airounted  to  immenfe  Turns.  Thefe  were 
held  out  a-  a  pioof  of  a  general  approbatioa 
of  their  measures  *,  but  had  the  /nTcmbly 
been  candid,  they  would  have  cunfefied, 
that  thtie  offcrirgs  were  the  pure  ei7.rCt  of 
.fear,  of  a  panic  that  had  feized  all  the  pro- 
prietors in  the  nation,  :nd  that  each  giver's 
.haired  to  their  caiUe  might  be  meafured  by 
the  ium  he  dcporjtcd.  It  was  not  a  grate- 
ful free-will  offering,  but  a  fjcrifice,  that 
the  trembling  wretch  came  to  ofFer  at  the 
flirine  of  tyrani7y,  in  order  to  fave  his  houfe 
from  the  fiames,  or  his  or.m  head,  or  that 
of  fome  dear  relation  or  parent  from  the 
ica&old.  Could  a  man,  reduced  to  ads 
like  this,  be  faid  to  pcjjefs  any  thing  ? 

The  fucceffors  of  the  Conftkuent  AfTem- 
bly  laid  af:de  the  maik,  as  no  longer  necef- 
fary.  On  the  i:?th  of  March,  1794,  all 
iho.  Merchants  of  Bourdeaux  (known  for 
cne  of  the  moll  infamouily  patriotic  tov/ns 
in  the  kingdon)  were  arrefled  in  one  day, 
and  condemned,  in  prefence  of  the  guillo- 
tine, to  a  tine  of  one  hundred  millions  of 
French  livrcs,  upwards  oi  four  m  llions  fierU 
ing.  On  the  18th  of  April,  the  rich  Ban- 
ker, La  Eorde,  after  having  purchafed  his 
life  eight  tifnes^  was  guillotined,  and  the  r€- 
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mainder  of  his  riches  confifcated.  On  t\yc 
joth  of  May,  twcnty-feven  rich  Farmers- 
General  were  executed,  becaufe  they  h^d 
ixiafTed  riches  under  the  monarchy.  Fi- 
nally, on  the  27th  of  June,  all  property, 
cf  whatever  defcriptloD,  was  decreed  to  be- 
lcr;g  to  the  nation^  and  was  put  in  a  ft  ate  of 
nqiufition  accordingly,  as  the  ferjons  of 
ti.e  whole  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  be> 
tore. 

The  milk-and-water  admirers  of  the  Con- 
ftifut'Ot  AiTembly  pretend  to  be  iliocked  at 
ihcie  nneafures  ;  but,  what  are  tnefe  mea- 
iures  more  than  an  improvement  on  thofe 
of  that  AiTembly  ?  The  progrefs  was  not 
only  natural,  bin  even  necelTary-  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  revolution.  Had  there  been 
ftill  church-eftates  to  feize,  and  monks  to 
murder,  it  is  probable,  that  the  tyrants, 
who  have  fucceeded  the  Conftituent  AfTem- 
bly,  Vv'ould  not  have  furpalTed  their  prede- 
celTbrs ;  but,  that  fource  being  exhaufted, 
they  were  obliged  to  find  out  others,  or 
return  to  order  and  obedience.  And,  I 
fbould  be  glad  to  know,  if  the  property  of 
one  individual,  or  one  fociety,  was  become 
the  property  of  the  Ibvereign  people  by  vir- 
tue of  a  decree  of  one  AiTembly,  why  the 
fame  claim  lliould  not  be  made  to  the  pro- 
perty c^i  other  individuals,  or  other  focieties. 
Nox  can  I  beiievcj  whatever  Atheifts  and 
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Dellls  may  fay  to  the  contrary,  that  it  was 
any  more  unjuft  to  guilioune  Bankers  and 
Merchants,  or  even  jytemhcrs  of  the  CoriftitH' 
ent  Affemhly^  than  to  guillotine  or  mafiacre 
poor,  defencelefs,  friendlefs  Priefts,  There 
IS  luch  an  intimate  connedlion  between  the 
lecurity  of  propeny,^  and  that  of  the  perfoa 
to  whom  that  property  belongs,  that  one 
can  never  be  laid  to  be  fafe,  while  the  other 
is  in  danger.  Tyrant  princes,  tyrant  afiem- 
biies,  or  tyrant  mobs,  when  once  they  are 
fuffered  to  take  away  with  impunity  the 
property  of  the  innocent  man,  will  feel  lit- 
tle Icruple  at  taking  away  his  life  alfo. 
Kobbery  and  murder  are  the  natural  auxi* 
liaries  of  each  other,  and,  with  a  people 
rendered  ferocious  and  hardened  by  an  in- 
f^iel  fyftem  that  removes  all  fear  of  an  here- 
after, they  muftfor  ever  be  infeparable. 

Before  the  decree  was  pafTed  for  the  af- 
fi]mption  of  the  eftates  of  the  regular  clergy, 
every  calumny  that  falfhood  could  invent, 
and  every  vexation  that  Tyranny  could  en- 
force, were  employed  to  debafe  the  whole 
body  of  the  clergy  and  the  religion  they 
taught.  Songs  and  caricatures  were  fung,, 
or  hawked  about,  bylhamelefs  ftrumpetsin. 
the  pay  of  the  Affiimbly.  In  thefe  not  only 
the  clerical  fundions  and  the  lives  of  the 
clergy  were  ridiculed,  but  even  the  life  of 
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Jeilis  Chrif!  and  the  'Virgin  Mary.  The 
JkcarnaHon.  of  our  Saviour  became  the  fub- 
jedl  of  a  farce^  in  the  fmiitty  language  of 
Parifian  fiih-women.  Who  were  the  cha- 
racters in  this  farce,  I  leave  the  lliuddering 
reader  to  conceive, 

A  decree,  in  form  of  an  in'vitation'^^  was 
iffued,  for  bringing  the  gold  and  filver  from^ 
the  churches  to  the  mint.  It  was  well 
known,,  that  there  were  none  of  tbefe  metals^ 
m  the  churches,  except  the  vafes,  the  cruci- 
fixes,  and  other  fymbols,  hitherto  helci 
facred.  What  an  efFed  the  coining  up  of 
thefe  muft  have  on  the  minds  of  the  giddy 
multitude,  is  not  difficult  to  imagine.. 
Many,,  however,  even  of  the  mod  depraved,, 
felt  a  momentary  horror;  but  this  horror 
the  AfTembl'y  knew  how  to  do  away.  Hun- 
dr.eds,  I  might  fay  thoufands,.  of  abandoned 
fcriblers  were  employed-  to  propagate  the. 
jiew  principles..  Their  Tittle  filthy  ditties, 
v/ere  fpread  through  all  the  departments,, ' 
!cu  the  expitce  of  the  itation.     Some  of  thefe 

*  *'^  Invitaticns  fl-om  fuperiors/'  fays  fome  one,^ 
'^'  iuvonr  rtroigly  of  commands."  This  was  fo  much 
tlie  cafe  in  the  pr^fent  inilanca,  that  the  priell  who  - 
dared  to  difobey^  waa  fure  to  expiate  his  djrobedii:;nce 
witk  his  life^  The  magiltrates  often  entered  th&, 
church  and  fcized  the  chalices  on  the  altar,  during 
the  celebraiion  of  the  mafs,  Such  are  revolutionriiy" 
in  vita:ioni> 


(     «S7     ) 

were  catechifms  in  rhyme,  in  which  the 
Conftitution  was  fubfticuted  for  God,  die 
AlTembly  for  the  faints,  and  both  recom- 
mended to  the  adoration  of  the  Frencli  pa- 
triots. The  journal,  or  Letter,  as  it  was 
called,  of  Pere  dn  Chene^  written  hy  one 
Heberr,  and  of  which  it  is  faid  fifty  thou- 
fand  copies  were  ftruclc  off  daily,  was  fen c 
into  the  towns  and  villages  by  the  carriers 
of  the  decrees  of  the  AlTembly.  This  He- 
bert,  whofe  Strumpet  has  fip.ce  been  adored 
at  Paris,  as  the  Godd^^fs  of  Reafon^  was  a 
profeiTed  atheifb.  His  journal  contained  the 
niOil  outrageous  abufe  of  all  that  was  re- 
ipedlable  and  facred,  interlarded  with  oaths 
and  execrations  without  number.  I  have 
one  now  before  me,  which  has  for  title : 
*•'  Lettre  du  veritable  Pere  du  Chim^  hougre- 
''■  mcnt  "pairiGtic^^  in  EngliQi :  ''  Letter  of 
^^  the  true  Father  du  Chene  b — gerly  pa-" 
''  triotic ;"  I  would  here  infert  an  extradl 
from  this  letter;  but,  1  truft  I  ihail  be  be- 
lieved, when  r  fay,  the  contents  are  fully 
anfwerable  to  the  title.  Such  were  the^ 
aliments  of  Condorcet  and  his  colleao;ues : 
thus  did  they  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  peo- ' 
pie  \  thus  did  thty  lead  them  from  one  de- 
gree of  vice  to  another  \  th  its  v/ere  they  hard-  ' 
ened  up  to  rob  and  to  murder;  and  thus, 
did'  the  boafted  Coaftituent  Ai&mbly  lav"' 
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the  founcktnn  of  all  thole  horrors  wc  have 
fince  heard  of. 

The  magiftrates  in  the  different  munici- 
palities, chofen  from  the  Iciim  of  the  nation, 
dillributed  theie  infernal  writings  among  the 
people  in  their  precincts,  and  particularly 
among  the  young  people.  If,  by  chance, 
fome  magiftrate  was  found,  too  fcrupulous 
to  execute  their  w>ll,  means  were  foon  in- 
vented to  get  rid  of  hrm.  Some  pretext 
or  other  was  never  wanting  to  excite  tlie 
mob  to  put  an  end  to  him  and  his  renftance. 
(dhatei,  Mayor  of  St.  Denys,  was  one  of 
this  defcription.  The  mob  were  told  that 
this  man  was  the  caule  of  the  dearnefs  of 
bread.  They  flew  to  his  houle,  and  obliged 
him  to  reduce  the  price  according  to  their 
Willi  though  it  was  well  known,  that  he 
had  not  the  power  to.  reduce  it  at  all  unlels. 
at  his  own  expence.  The  rabble  vv'ere  dif- 
perfing  ^  but  they  had  not  fulfilled  the 
bloody  wiflies  of  the  revolutionary  agents,. 
who.  had  nothing  lefs  in  view  than  the 
lowering  of  the  price  of  bread.  They  were 
inftigated  to  return  to  the  unforcunate 
magiftrate.  Firft,  they  attempted  to  hang 
him  ;  but,  wearied  with  his  relitlance,  one 
of  them  took  out  his  knife,  and  cut  his 
head  partly  ofi^  while  feveral  others  pricked 
him  with  their  bayonets.     The  unhappy 
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v-ciiin  was  ftill  alive  after  the  back  of  his 
r.eck  was  cut  afunder,  and  was  heard  to 
groan  out  :  "  for  heaven^ s  fake  kill  me  I  kill 
"'  7}?e  !  you  make  me  fuffer  loo  long  /" — The 
fanguinary  villain,  who  had  begun  to  cut 
his  head  ofi,  nov,'  threw  away  his  knife,  and 
borrowed  that  of  his  comrade,  v/ith  which 
he  finiihed  the  work.  When  he  found  that 
liis  own  knife  was  not  fufFicient,  he  faid, 
with  a  cool  indiiference  :  "^  lend  me  your 
*'  hufe^  for  mine  is  notisjorfe  a  ciirfeP  That 
which  vva?  lent  him  v/as  a  little  twopenny 
knife  with  a  wooden  handle. — During  this. 
t!n:e,  other  aflafTins  gave  him  feveral  itabs, 
with  their  knives,  in  the  belly  and  (lomach  ^ 
one  of  them  turned  his  knife  fiowly  in  th& 
flank  of  the  dying  man,  and  faid  to  him, 
kuo-hinof  :  "  Does  that  enter  ijcell?  Tiont 
"  yen  find  the  day -light  peep  inlo  you?"" — He 
at  lali  expired,  after  the  rnofi:  inconceivable 
torments.  His  body  was  dragged  along  the 
flreets  of  St.  Denys  with  his  head  tied  to 
his  feet. — A  refolution  of  the  town  has 
fince  declared  him  innocent  of  any  offence 
whatever  :  he  iiad  given  abundant  afTiftance 
to  the  poor  the  Vv^inter  before  :  the  diminu- 
tion he  had  juil  made  in  the  price  of  bread 
was  at_his  own  expence  •,  and  this  barbarous 
puniflinient  Was  his  recompence.  His  wife 
v/ent  diftracted,  and  has  ever  fince  been  in' 
a  mad-houfe.    His  afTafTins  obtained  pardon' 
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from  tfie  A/Tembly,  a  circurMflance  mfcti  , 
kis  furprifnig,  than  that  they  fhauld  think 
K  nece/fafy   to  alk  it.     6ee  du  Cours  Me-^ 
moire,  page  57, 

Examples'  of  this  kind,  and  fuchNvere 
wanting  in  very  few  parrs  of  the  country, 
could  not  fail  to  enlure  an  implicit  obedience 
on  thft  part  of  the  niagillrates, 

The  dcbalenient  of  religion   was   nearly  ' 
.  completely  by  the.pubh*c  fale  of  the  fuppref- 
fed  churches  and  mooafleries.     The  gFoffefl 
indecency  prefided    at  all   thck   demoniac 
fcenes.     ^h^n  the  vile  agent  of  the  AiTem- 
bly,  hammer   in  hand^  had  exhaufted   his 
audioneer    rhetvoric,    in    recommending    a 
church  as  an  excellent  barn,  ftable,  or  play- 
houfe,   it  was   knocked  down   to  the   bale 
and  avaricious  fpeculator,  while  the  hireling 
mob  fhouted  applaufe.     The  church  of  StT 
Aldegonde  at  St.  Omer's  (I  love  to  cite  in- 
fiances)   the   higheil  in  that  ancient  town, 
and  for  hundreds  of  years  the  pride  of  its 
inhabitants,  was  lold  to  a  7^^  of  Dunkirk, 
for  th^  pitiful  fum  of  20,000  French  livres 
in  alllgnats,  not  more  than  200  pounds  iter- 
ling,  nor  half  the  coll  of  one  of  the  pillars. 
This  beautiful  edifice,  by  the  fpire  of  which 
the  town  was   known  at  a  great  diftance, 
had  been  chofen   for  deftrudion,    that  the 
humiliation  of  religion  might   be  the  more 
ftnking.      It   met  with  fuch  treatment  as 


(     191     ) 

might  be  expecled  from  the  hands  of  an  in- 
Bdcl.  its  iofry  fpire  was  tumb'ed  to  the 
earth  in  lefs  than  a  ircnth  :  the  body  of  the 
church  was  turned  into  a  rope  walk,  and  the 
Jew  proprietor,  to  compkcc  the  degreda- 
tion  Oi' Chriftianiry,  left  a  reprelentation  of 
theLcrd^s  Supper  untffaced  i»  C'le  chancel. 
What  mull  be  the  g^iet,  vyhat  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  thinking  and  pious  part  of  the  in- 
habitants uf  ^t.  Omer'^.,  thus  to  tee  their  fa- 
vourite church,  the  fitiduary  of  their  God, 
iand  the  G  d  of  their  fathers,  deli^^ered,  for 
a  bundle  of  depreciated  paper-money,  into 
the  handsof  adcfcendant  of  the  murderers  of 
■him^  to  whofe  worfb'p  it  was  confecrated  ! 

To  give  the  reader  ..jull  idea  of  the  ribaldry 
of  the  fcenes  of  brutal  impiety,  exhibited  at 
the  piliageb  of  the  convents,  is  totally  impof- 
fible.  A  dozen  or  two  of  carts  lattlir.g  along 
with  a  commiiTary  at  their  I.ead,  followed  by 
an  efcort  of  ragamuffin^,  decorated  with  a 
bit  of  three-coloured  ribbon,  and  armed 
with  hammers,  axes,  crow-bars  and  fpades, 
generally  formed  the  corps  for  fuch  an  ex- 
pedition. Hardly  were  the  doors  opened, 
when  the  vaults  rang  with  their  hammering 
and  their  oaths.  In  a  fev;  hours  the  whole 
was  gutted.  The  decorations  of  the  altar, 
the  prieft's  veftmencs,  ftatues,  piclurcs, 
books,  manufcnpts,  the  rnofl  precious  pieces 
of  nnric'-ii^s^  tl'e   '^'odu^^tions   or    lon^r  and 
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laborious  lives  of  ftudy,  were  hauled  away! 
as  ib  much  rubbifli.  The  paintings  on  the 
doors,  walls,  citrlings,  and  other  fixtures, 
were  effaced  or  disfigured  •,  the  fury  of  the 
enlightened  ruffians  defcended  even  to  the 
graves  of  the  deceafed  fathers. 

At  the  expuifion  of  the  nuns,  the  con- 
dudt  of  the  revolutionifts,  was,  if  pofiible, 
ftlll  more  fvvinifh  and  cruel.  ¥/hile  the 
gibing  commifTary  pulled  afide  their  veiJs 
to  examine  their  faces,  his  blackguard  atten- 
dants congratulated  them  on  the  pleafures 
they  were  going  to  enjoy  in  the  world,  and 
this  in  a  language  calculated  to  raife  a  blufii 
on  the  cheek  on  a  common  ft reet- walker. 
They  Teemed  to  enjoy  their  tears,  and  even 
to  make  fome  facrifices  to  augment  them. 
Had  any  one  a  piece  of  needlework  which 
flie  wjfhed  to  preferve,  it  was  rent  to  pieces^ 
before  her  face.  A  finging  bird  that  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  been  the  companion  o;f, 
the  folitary  hours  of  its  miftrefs,  was  fureto' 
be  taken  from  her  and  killed.  To  thefe  de- 
jedcd  and  defencelefs  females,  every  infult 
and  indignity  was  offered,  not  forgetting  the 
lall  of  which  beailly  libertines  can  be  guilty. 

In. a  country  where  the  crucifix  was  fent 
to  the  mint,  where  churches  were  put  up  at 
au6lion  V  where  the  half-worn  caficck,  the 
fifrplice,  and  the  veil,  made  part  of  the  af- 
fortment  of  a  dealer  in  old  cloatbs,  and  were 
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expofcd  to  public  fale  on  the  markrt-plac'e  ^ 
where  the  minlflers  of  the  golpel  were  fcof- 
fed  at,^reviled,  and  frequently  rhurdefed' 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  one  would  kill  a 
dog ;  where  the  moil  daring  blafphemies 
were  uttered  and  publifhed  and  fpread 
through  the  country,  not  only  with  the  per- 
mifiion  of  its  governors,  but  by  their  direc- 
tion ;  in  a  country  v;here  all  this  was  prac« 
tiled,  religion  could  not  be  of  long  dura- 
tion. Religion,  and  even  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion,  did,  however,  flill  fub fid  in  France, 
atleafl,  \uform.  The  Aflemibly  had  as  yet 
pafTed  no  pofitive  decree  for  its  abolition. 
They  had  robbed  the  churchy  had  llripped 
its  altars,  and  degraded  its  miniilers  ^  but 
ftiil  the  moft  pious  and  a6tive  of  thole  mi» 
nifters  v/ere  left  in  the  exercife  of  their 
fundions.  The  parochial  clergy,  though 
deprived  of  the  tithes,  had  a  ftipend  allowed 
tlicm.  They  yet  remained  with  their  pa* 
riHiioners,  many  of  whoiUj  indeed  nearly 
all  the  elderly  and  fober  partof  them,  con- 
tinued as  firmly  attached  to  their  pallors,  as 
rit  any  former  period, 

I'hings  were  not  fuffered  to  remain  long 
in  this  Hate.  The  Conftituent  Ailcmbly 
well  knew,  that  they  and  religion  could 
n^vcr  exiO:  for  any  length  of 'time  in  the 
tame  coiintrv,  I'he  parochial  clergy  were 
R 
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men  of  talents  and  induftry.  They  gene- 
rally decided  all  the  little  difputes  between 
their  parifhioners  •,  to  which  amicable  capa- 
city, they  often  joined  that  of  phyfician  or 
furgeon ;  and  thefe  their  beneficent  fervices 
were  always  rendered  without  fee  or  reward. 
Even  the  atheifls  and  deifts  themfelves.had 
repeatedly  acknowledged  their  virtuous 
modefty,  and  the  great  utility  they  were  of 
to  the  community  at  large.  Such  a  body 
of  men,  ininioveably  attached  to  the  reli- 
gion they  taught,  was  truly  formidable  to 
the  new  tyrants.  Religion  had  received  a 
fevere  blow ;  but,  if  thefe  men  retained 
their  cures,  it  might  recover.  Nay,  what 
was  ilill  more  dreadful,  the  monarchy  itfelf 
might  recover  along  with  it  ♦,  and  it  is  not 
difficult  to  conceive,  how  an  idea  like  this 
muft  haunt  the  minds  of  the  pupils  of  the 
favage  and  impious  Diderot,  who  hoped  to 
fee  "  the  kft  of  kings  flrangled  with  the 
*'  guts  of  the  lall  of  priefts."  In  ftiort,  the 
parochial  clergy,  were  the  only  men  on 
earth  they  had  now  to  fear,  and  thefe  they 
got  rid  of  by  a  Ilratagem  worthy  or  an  Af- 
fembly,  the  leaders  of  which  joined  to  the 
moft  hardened  wickcdnefs,  the  profoundeft 
diflimulaiion. 

They  laid  afide  the  Rights  of  Man^  toge- 
ther with  the  famous  conilitution,  from 
which  they  took  the  adjundt  to  their  name. 
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a^id  which  we  have  fince  k^h  burnt  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman  (or  rather 
common  guillotiner)  in  that  very  city  of 
Paris,  where  it  had  been  ilTued  amidfl  the 
'applaufes  and  even  adorations  of  the  popu- 
lace. They  laid  alide  the  difcufTion  of  this 
inftrument  of  fliort-lived  and  ridiculous  me- 
mory, to  draw  up  another,  which  they 
were  pleafed  to  call,  "  the  Civil  Conftitution 
of  the  Clergy,"  They  were  conftitution 
mad,  abfolutely  frantic. 

It  might  be  fufficient  to  fay  of  this  latter 
condicuiion,  that  it  was  juft  as  fubverfive  of 
"religion  as  their  other  conftitution  was  of 
fvery  principle  of  government  and  found 
■policy.  They  knew  it  to  be  in  dire6l  op- 
pofition  to  the  very  nature  of  the  catholic 
religion :  yet  they  had  the  afllirance  to  tell 
the  people,  that  it  was  not  -,  they  even  went 
fo  far  as  to  proteft,  that  they  would  live  and 
die  in  the  religion  of  their  forefathers,  at  the 
very  moment  when  they  were  taking  the 
fureft  meafure  in  the  world  for  deftroying 
it.  They  were  led  to  this  hypocritical  de- 
claration from  a  fear  that  the  body  of  the 
people  were  not  yet  ripe  for  a  total  abolition 
of  religion,  and,  as  we  fhal)  fee  in  the  fe- 
quel,  this  fear  was  not  entirely  unfounded. 
By  perfuading  the  people,  that  nothing  wa's 
intended  againft  their  faith,  they  had  an 
additional  handle  againft  the  clergy,  by  re- 
R   2 
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prefenting  them  as  unfriendly  to  their  "  Civil 
Conftitution,"  merely  bec^ufe  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  fupport  of  the  Rights  of  Man, 

This  i.nftrumeat  did  not,  however,  pafs 
into  a  lav;,  without  confiderable  refiftance. 
There  were  yet  fome  ho.neft  and  virtuous 
men  even  among  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ftituent  Affembly,  Thefe  had  remained 
with  thorny  iiot  to  aid  in  overturning  the 
government,  and  efFeding  the  dreadful 
i-evolution  that  has  fince  rendered  the  coun- 
try a  flaughter-houfe,  but  to  oppofe  the  de- 
flrudive  meafures  of  the  philofophers,  and, 
if  pofTible  fave  the  finking  ftate.  At  the 
head  of  thefe  was  the  learned  and  eloquent 
Abbe  Maury.  Ke  oppofed  this  -•  Civil 
Conllitution,'*  v/ith  all  the  powers  of  rea- 
foning,  and  all  the  charms  of  eloquence: 
but  it  was  cafting  pearls  before  fwine.  When 
was  an  atheift  open  to  convidion.  The 
decree  pafTed,  and  was  focn  after  followed 
by  another,  obliging  the  clergy  to  fwear  to 
pbfeiye  and  maintain  the  "  Civil  Conftitu- 
tion."  This  oath  they  could  not  take 
without  breaking  that  which  they  had  taken 
£t  entering  into  the  prieilhood  j  and  that 
the  Affembly  had  every  reafon  to  fuppoie 
they  would  'not  do.  Vv^hether  they  did  cr 
;iot,  however,  the  encj  of  tl?eir  tyrants  was 
anfv/ered  :  if  they  refufed,  they  were  to  be 
cjriven  from  their  livings  •,  if  they  compliedj, 
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they  muH  be  looked  upon  as  apoHates,  and 
be  deierted  by  all  thofe  who  were  ftill  attach- 
ed to  them.  In  either  cafe  the  tottering  re- 
mains of  religion  mufl:  come  to  the  ground. 
The  clergy,  and  indeed  the  whole  nation, 
and  all  Europe,  law  the  real  object  of  this 
inhuman  and  impious  decree  •,  but  the  Af- 
fembly,  furrounded  with  their  enlightened 
myrmidons,  the  Parifian  mob,  bid  defiance 
to  earth  and  heaven. 

Generally  fpeaking,  the  clergy  were  re- 
folved  not  to  take  the  oath.  "  Lofe  no 
''  time,"  faid  the  Abbe  Maury,  '^  in  the  de- 
''  livery  of  your  challenge.  By  fliedding 
**  our  blood  you  may  ingratiate  yourfelves 
^'  with  your  conftitucnts.  I.ofe,  then,  not 
"  a  fmgle  moment.  Your  vidtims  are  l.ere; 
"  they  are  ready.  To  their  torments  add 
"  not  that  of  fufpence.  Why  not  vote  at 
*'  once  for  our  execution,,  glut  your  hatred, 
"  and  quench  for  a  little  your  third  for 
*'  blood  .^  Haflen,  I  fay,  while  the  power 
"  is  in  your  hands ;  for  remember,  1  now 
^^  foretel,  your  reign  %vill  be  of  Jloort  ^ira^' 
"  tion:' 

This  prophetic  addrefs,  which  we  have 
feen  fo  fully  verified,  ferved  only  to  inflame. 
Eight  days  only  v/ere  given  the  clergy  to 
determine  on  compliance  or  refufiil,  during 
v»'hich  no  ftratagem  that  bafe  and  dcg<?ne* 
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rate  tyranny  could  devife,  was  left  unefiayed 
to  intimidate  them.  This  was  ever  their 
pra6tice,  when  they  had  an  important  blow 
to  ftrike.  Rochefoucauld,  formerly  a  duke, 
declared,  at  the  time  the  decree  for  the  fei- 
zure  of  the  monaileries  was  under  delibera- 
tion, that  '  *'  the  Hves  of  the  hiJJoops  and 
**  friefts^  in  the  Aj[embly^  depended  upon  the 
*'  paffing  of  it  i"  and,  in  order  to  filence  all 
thofe  who  oppofed  it,  a  lift  of  their  names 
was  ftuck  up  on  the  wails,  with  a  promife 
of  a  reward  of  "  twelve  hundred  livres  to 
*'  any  patriot  who  would  affajfinate  the^m,^''  Ac- 
cording to  this  laudable  cuftom,  this  in- 
Hance  of  French  liberty,  when  the  day  for 
taking  the  oath,  or,  as  it  was  well-termed, 
*'  the  for-fwearing  day"  arrived,  the  AlTem- 
bly  took  care  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  fi(h- 
wornen  and  mob.  "  "^to  the  lamp-p oft- with 
**  the  mn-juring  hijloops  and  priejh  /"  was 
echoed  from  the  ftreets  and  the  galleries. 
The  ruffians  were  prepared  for  murder,,  and 
were  howling  for  their  prey,  like  fo  many 
wolves  round  a  fiieep-fold. 

Let  the  reader  imagine  himfelf  in  the 
fituation  of  one  of  thefe  unfortunate  cler- 
gymen :  an  oath  of  apoftacy  before  him,- 
and  a  halter  behind  his  back,  and  then  let 
him  give  tne  his  opinion  of  the  rights  of 
man* 
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This  did  not  intimidate  the  clergy^,  only 
thirty  of  whom  couid  be  prevailed  on  to 
fubmit,.  and  thele  were  already  known  to 
have  abandoned:  their  religion.  When  the 
oath  was  tendered  to  the  bi£hop  of  A  gen, 
*'  Gentlemen,"  fays  he,  "  I  lament  not  the- 
'*'  lofs  of  my  fortune  -,  btit  there  is  another 
^'  iofs  which  I  ihould  ever  lament,  the  lof& 
"  of  your  efleem  and  my  faith.  I  could 
**  not  fail  to  iofe  both,  if  1  took- the  oath 
'-'•  nov/  propofed  to  m.e."  The  old  billiop 
of  Poitiers,  fearing  he  might  iofe  lb  fair  an 
opportunity  of  bearing  tellimony  of  his  iin- 
ccnty,  advanced  to  the  tribune,  and  call- 
ing on  the  prefident  to  command  fjlence  •, 
^''  Gentlem.en,"  faid  he,  "  I  am  feventy 
*'  years  o'd  ;  I  have  been  thirty  years  a  bi- 
^'  fhop  :  I  will  never  dilgrace  my  gray  hairs 
**  by  an  oath  of  a-poRacy/'  Upon  this 
manly  declaration  of  the  reverend  old  pre- 
late, the  clergy  rofe  from  their,  feats,  thank- 
ed him  for  his  example,  and  told  the  Af- 
fenibly  he  had  expreifcd  their  unanimous 
fentiments. 

Not  being  a  Roman  Catholic,  I  hope  I 
iliall  be  excufed,  when  I  freely  declare,  that 
I  much  queilion,  whether  the  miniflers  of 
any  Proteflant  communion,  in  a  momenc 
k>  terrible,  furrounded  v;ith  aiTaiTins,  and 
without  a  fingle  friend,  would  have  fhown 
fuch   a   noble  intrepidity,      ^  They  have- 
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"  lod  their  money,"  faid  the  profligate 
Mirabeau,  on  this  occafion,  "  hut  they  have 
^^  faved  their  honour,'^  "^     A:nd,  if  this  was 

*  Doftor  Pi-iellley  (Fall  Sermon  of  1794,  page  46,) 
fays:  "When  I  was  myfelf  in  France,  in  1774,  I 
**  faw  fa fiicient  reafon  to  believe,  that  hardly  any  per'- 
*'  /on  of  cmifie7:ce,  in  church  ov  ^uq^  and  efpeciaily  in 
"  the  Icail'degree  eminent  in  phikfophy,  or  literature, 
"  was-  a  believer  in  chrilHanity  ;  and  no  perfon  will 
'*'  fjppofe  that  there  has  been  any  change  in  favour 
*'  of  chriltianity  in  the  laji  tnjjc7Jiy  years.'" — Ths 
Do6lor  will  allow,  I  fappofe,  that  biiliops  are  '*  per- 
*•  fons  of  eminence  in  the  church ;"  if  he  dees,  it 
wiil  appear  that  he  knev/  but  very  little  of  thole 
of  the  FrenCii  chiirch,  and  that  he  formed  a  very 
rafti  opinion  (to  fay  the  bell  of  it)  concerning  their  be- 
lief in  chrillianity  ;  for,  of  om  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight'  biihops,  only  four,  namely,  Tailleiand,  Brienne, 
Jarante,  and  Gobet,  took  the  oath  of  apoilacy.  But, 
he  will  fay  ;  I  meant,.  "  thofe  eminent  in  philofophy 
**  and  literature."  Ah  !  eminent  in  phiicjophy  !  here 
he  is  right.  No,  no  ;  not  one  of  the  philofophical  _ 
di-vines-  believed  in  chrillianity ;  they  looked  upon 
ChriH,  as  the  Unitarians  do;  thar  is,  as  a  fort  of 
*'  teacher  :"  but,  to  the  honour  of  the  French  bi-^ 
[hops,  there  were  but  four  of  thefe  philofophers 
amongll  them.  As  to  the  other  hundred  and  thirtyy 
if  they  have  not  given  a  proof  of  their  belief,  I  fliould 
be  glad  to  know  from  the  Doftor,  what  proof  he 
will  pleafe  to  be  fatisiied  with, — Their  rcfufal  to  taks 
the  oath  could  be  diftated  by  nothing  but  their  be- 
lief  in  chrillianity,  and  their  determination  not  to  dif- 
honour  it.  Had  not  this  been  the  cafe,  they  would 
have  taken  the  oaths,  and  preferved  their  fortune:-^ 
They  were  in  a  country  where  the  mob  do  not,  like 
thofe  of  Birmingham,   content   themfelves   with    the 
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the  cafe,  what  had  the  Aiiembly  done  I  If, 
to  preferve  honour^  it  was  neceffary  to  refufe 
an  obedience  to  their  decrees,  what  fort  of 
decrees  muft  thofe  be  r 

The  AlTembly  were  dilconcerted  by  this 
firm  refinance -on  the  part  of  the  clergy? 
they  knew  the  clergy  in  general  would  ne- 
ver  take  th^  oath,  but  they  did  not  imagine 

execution  of  an  epgy  ;  they  execute  the  perfon.  Yet 
they  remained  at  th^k  port :  tliey  did  not  decamp  rn 
Mlguije.  Even  if  they  efcaped  the  knives  of  the  cut- 
throats, thtey  knew  that  poverty,  beggary,  a  linger- 
ing exigence,  muil  be  the  price  cf  their,  refufal.  They 
^Oiild  not  bring  an  aftion  againji  the  city  of  Paris  : 
no  damages  are  granted  by  a  jury  in  th-at  country.. 
They  could  not  preach  and  prate  aga'mfl  the  go-verf,-' 
meut  with  impunity ;  they  could  not  transfer  their 
frofertyy  and  emigrate  in  open  day.  There  are  fuch; 
things  as  national  guards,  municipalities,  paffports,. 
halters,  daggers,  knives,  drowning- boats,  and  the  right t 
of  man,  in  France.  We  have  fmce  feen  feveral  of 
thefe  bifhops,  or  men  '*  of  eminence  in  the  church,*'^ 
refufe>  with  the  bloody  poignard  at  their  brealts,  to 
take  this  oath..  Would  they  have  done  thrj,  had 
they  been  what  Doctor  PrielUey  has  reprefented  them 
to  be !  would  they  have  done  this,  had  they  been 
atheilb  or  deifts  I  nay,  vi^ould  they  have  done  this,, 
had  they  been  Unitarians  ?  \i  we  are  to  judge  from 
the  condud  of  the  Dodor,  they  would  not. — I  will 
not  take  upon  me  to  iay,  that  the  philoibphical  pc- 
Uacal  divine  meant  to  propagate  an  atr.ocious  calum- 
ny by  this  ferm.on  of  his :  I  ihall  only  obferve,  that 
the  fermon  was  preached  long  after  the  French  biOiops 
had  given  thcfe  unde.iiable  prooti  of  their  faith  ^Xi^i 
fjicerity. 
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that  thoie  amongu  themfelvcs,  would, 
amiuft  the  vociferations  of  their  cannibals, 
have  the  courage  to  give  fnch  a  pontive  de- 
Rial.  For  a  moment  they  felt  aballied  ; 
but  they  were  gone  too  far  to  think  of  re- 
treating. The  apoflate  Abbe  Grcgoire, 
whom  we  have  fmce  feen  amongfl  the  or- 
ganizers of  a  pagan  feftival,  was,  on  this 
occafion  chofen  to  convince  the  clergy,  that 
the  oath  might  be  taken,  without  any  vioi. 
lation  of  their  faith.  After  thjs,  in  order 
to  deprive  the  clergy  of  an  opportunity  of 
defending  their  opinions  in  oppofition  to 
the  oath,  they  were  ordered  to  advance  and 
take  it  at  once.  This  decree  had  no  effect : 
not  a  man  advanced.  Now  the  matter  was 
brought  to  a  point :  the  decree  for  enforcing 
the  ^oath  muft  be  repealed,  or  the  clergy 
muft  be  driven  from  their  livings,  and  thofe 
in  the  AfTembly  from  their  feats.  It  is 
hardly  necelTary  to  fay  that  the  latter  was 
adopted  :  one  tyrannical  meafure  is  the  na- 
tural and  inevitable  confequence  of  another. 
A  decree  was  now  pafled  for  the  expul- 
fion  of  ail  the  non-juring  bi (bops  and  priefls, 
and  for  the  choofing  of  others  in  their  (lead. 
From  this  day,  it  may  be  faid,  there  was 
no  fuch  thing  a"^  an  eitabliflied  religion  in 
France.  The  axe  had  long  been  laid  lo  the 
root  of  the  tree ;  it  was  ready  to  fall,  and 
this  ftroke  levelled  it  with  the  eartho- 
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Had  the  difpute  been  about  this  or  that 
tenet ,  had  the  oath  oeen  impoied  with  an 
intention  of  exchanging  one  religion  for  ano- 
ther, the  cafe  would  have  been  diifcrent  -,  the 
expulfion  might  have  taken  place  wkhoiit 
any  very  confiderabie  injury  to  tiie  morals 
of  the  people.  But,  the  ilrufigic  was  that 
of  religion  againfi  irreligion,  that  or  chrif- 
tianity  againfi  atheilm. 

it  was  (I  hope  it  is  fo  no  longer)  the 
opinion  of  Doclor  Priellley,  and  niap.y  other 
phtlofoph'cal  d'rjineSy  that  any  change  ivbat- 
ever  was  preferable  to  the  continuation  of 
tlie  catholic  religion  in  France^  Tiicre  is  a» 
polTage  in  Moore's  journal,  which  contains 
fo  complete  an  anfv/er  to  every  rjung  thefe- 
gentlemen  have  advanced  on  this  fubjecl, 
that  I  am  furpifed,  confidering  the  princi-- 
ples  of  the  Journalilt  and  his  companion 
Lauderdale,  that  it  ever  found  a  place  in- 
that  volume. 

The  JDodor,  being  an  Abbeville,  met 
v/ith  a  protellant  clergyman,  whom  he  con- 
gratulated on  the  deliverance  of  himfeif  and 
his  brethren,  from  the  vexation  of  Romilh' 
perfecution.  The  clergyman  feemed  to  la^ 
ment,  that  along  with  the  fpirit  of  perfe- 
cution,  that  of  rdigion  daily  diminiihed. 
"'  Upon  which,*'  fays  the  Dofcor,  ''  I  ob-- 
"  ferved  that,  as  nothing  could  be  more 
^^  oppofite  to  true  religion  than  a  fpirit  of 
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^^  perfecutlon,  the  former,  it  was  to  be, 
*'  hoped,  would  return  without  the  latter ; 
<^  bur,  in  the  mean  time,  the  protcflants 
*^  were  happy  in  not  only  being  tolerated  in 
*'  the  exerciie  of  their  religion,  but  alfo  on 
**  being  rendered  capable  of  enjoying  every 
*^  privilege  and  advantage  which  the  catho- 
*«  lies  themfeives  enjoy. , 

"  We  are  not  allowed  thofe  advantages, 
*'  refumed-the  clergyman,  from  any  regard 
*'  they  bear  to  our  religion,  but  from  a  total 
^*  indifference  of  their  own. 

**  Whatever  may  be  the  cafe,  replied  I, 
**  the  efre6l  is  the  fame  with  regard  to  you. 

**  No,  faid  he,  the  effed  might  be  bet-- 
•*  ter,  ncj  only  with  refpecl  to  us,  but  to 
''  all  France  :  for  the  fpirit  of  perfecution 
**  might  have  disappeared,  without  an  in- 
**  difference  for  all  religion  coming  in  its 
"  place  :  and  in  that  cdt  there  would  liave 
**  been  more  probability  of  the  true  reli- 
*^  gion  gaining  ground  ;  for  it  is  eafier  to 
*'  draw  men  from  an  erroneous  doclrine  to 
*'  a  true  one,  than  to  imprefs  the  truths  of 
•'  religion  on  minds  which  defpife  all  reli- 
^*  gion  whatever. 

''  But,  although  you  may  not  be  able  t6 
"  make  converts  of  them,  I  replied,  ftill 
"  you  may  live  happy  among  them,  in  the 
'*  quiet  pofTelfion  of  your  own  religion  and 
•*  all  yoisr  other  advantages. 
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^^  I  doubt  it  much,  refumed  he  ;  being 
"  perfuaded  that,  in  a  country  where  re- 
"  ligious  fentiinents  are  effaced  from  the 
^'  minds  of  the  bulk  of -the  people,  crimes 
"  of  the  deeped  guilt  will  prevail  in  fpite  of  • 
"  all  the  reftraints  of  law.'* 

How  fully,  alas !  has  the  opinion  of  this 
good  clergyman  been  confirmed  1  here  ws 
fee  a  man  living  upon  the  fpot,  a  French- 
man and  a  proteftant,  lamenting  the  de- 
cay of  the  catholic  religion,  and  trembling 
for  the  confequences.  This  m.an  plainly 
perceived  the  driit  of  the  philofophical  le- 
giilators :  he  faw  that  the  deflruction  of 
ail  religion  was  their  obiecl,  Vv'hile  they 
pretended  to  be  correcting  its  abufes. 
Very  far'  was  he  from  faying,  \vith  our 
zealoua  reformers,  that  '^  any  change  was 
^f  preferable  to  the  continuation  of  popery," 
ami  ytv,  I  diink,  we  ought  to  allov>?  him 
to  be  as  much  interefted  in  a  change,  and 
as  o-QoCi  a  iudp-e  of  its  convenience.^  and  in- 
Goaveniences,  as  pcrfons  on  this  fide  the 
fea;  ^except,  .indeed-,  that  he  might  not  be 
enlightened  by  the  rays  of  modern  philofo- 
phy^*;  ■ 

*  Some  of  t!ie  French  proteftants,  however^  dif- 
fered widely  from  this  good  man.  The  Calvinift?  of 
Nimes  began  mailacreing  the  Catholics  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the    revclution,   under  tlie  praext  that  they 
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From  this  digrefTion  we  mufl  return  to 
the  expulicd  clergy.  The  parifh  priefts  ge- 
nerally followed  the  example  of  their  bifhops. 
in  refilling  to  take  the  oath.  Others  were, 
ofcourfe,  appointed  to  replace  them.  Tail- 
krand  Perigord,  whom  we  have  feen  pro- 
pofing  the  afHimption  of  the  church  eftates, 
was  i;0w  become  a  fort  of  Pope  to  the  m^o- 
dern  churcli,  and  was  bufily  employed, 
laying  unholy  hands  on  the  heads  of  the 
new  bifhops.     Gohet,    one  of  the   four  bi- 

were  arijlocrats.  About  fix  hundred  perfons,  of  both 
fexes  and  of  all  ages,  were  butchered  in  their  houfes, 
in  the  ftreets  and  pubh'c  fquares,  before  they  could 
even  fufped;  their  danger.  Thefe  monflers  attacked 
the  convent  of  the  capuchins,  forced  it  open,  and 
purfued  the  venerable  fithers  to  their  dormitories  and 
cells.  Five  of  them  were  left  weltering  in  their  blood 
at  the  altar's  foot.  One  of  thefe,  a  very  o'dman,  craved 
£ve  minutes  while  he  committed  his  foul  to  God.  The 
cool  and  del iberaie  villains  granted  his  requelt.  The 
intended  butcher  held  a  piftol  in  one  hand,  and  a  watch 
in  the  other,  and,  when  the  five  minutes  were  expired, 
fliot  him  through  the  head.  See  Hijh  of  the  French^ 
Clergy^  page  J I .  French  edition. 

This  facl  fully  proves,  that  proteflants  can  be  as 
cruel  as  catholics.  Let  us  not,  then,  imagine  that  we 
are  fecure  from  events  of  this  ki-^.d,  mer.  ly  becaufe- 
the  catholic  religion  is  not  eilablilhed  here.  It  was 
not  a  zeal  for  the  Calviniflical  religion  that  led  the  pro- 
teilants  of  Nimes  to  commit  thefe  ai^ls  of  barbarity  : 
^heir  knives  were  pointed,  not  againit  catholic5>  as 
fuch,  but  as  arijlocrats. 
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fhops  who  had  forfworn  themfelves,  was  re- 
warded for  his  apoflacy  by  the  biflioprick 
of  Paris.  Vagabond  philofophical  abbes, 
who  had  never  been  able  to  obtain  admit- 
tance into  the  prieithood  under  the  old 
governnnent,  were  now  not  only  accepted, 
but  fought  after.  To  thefe  wTre  added  the 
fecular  prieflis  and  monks  who  had  apoiia- 
ti?;ed.  Even  the  wretches  who  had  been  ex- 
pulfed  from  their  cures,  or  orders,  for  irre- 
gular or  criminal  conduil,  were  now  called 
in  from  Germany  and  the  Low  Countries. 
What  a  fight  muft  it  be,  to  thofe  who  ytt 
preferved  fome  refpedl  for  their  religioa 
and  their  country,  to  fee  thefe  ilrollers, 
with  their  ftrumpets  at  their  heels,  return- 
ing to  take  on  them  the  care  of  the  morals 
and  fouls  of  a  numerous  people  !  after  all, 
the  number  of  apoilates  was  infufficient :  a 
great  many  parilhes  rem/aincd  without  any 
pried  at  all. 

The  inftallment  of  the  new  prieds  was 
commonly,  not  to  fay  always,  attended 
with  tumult  and  violence.  Many  of  their 
predeceiTors  were  knocked  down,  fiabbed,  or 
ihot,  at  their  church  doors,  the  day,  or 
day  after,  they  had  refufed  to  conform. 
The  priefl:  of  the  village  of  Spet-Saux,  while 
he  was  explaining  to  his  parifnioners  his  rea- 
fons  for  refufing  to  take  the  oath,  received 
S    2 
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a  mufket  ball  in  his  breaft,  and  tumbled  dead 
irom  the  pulpit  into  the  aifie. 

Where  there  was  no  refiflance  but  on 
the' part  of  the  prieft,  an  afTafTmation  put  an 
end  to  the  ftruggle  ;  but,  in  Tome  places,  the 
lefifiance  was  more  general.  The  pari- 
iLioners  were  divided  ^  one  part  the 
champions  of  the  apoftate,  and  the  other, 
thole  of  the  old  prieft.  Church  time  was 
the  moment  for  deciding  thefe  difputes,  arid 
the  Church-yard  the  field  of  a5tion; 
Thefe  affrays  were  often  bloody;  vlOiory 
fometimes  leaned  to  the  fide  of  juftice;  but, 
as  the  apellate  appeared  in  perfon  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  as  he  had  the  young  peo- 
ple generally  on  his  fide,  and  always  the 
mob  and  miunicip'al  officers,  vC^ith  their  na- 
tional guards,  he  feldom  failed  to  keep  the 
field.  Some  of  thefe  wretches  have  been 
feen  conduced  to  the  altar  to  the  found  of 
drums  and  trumpet?.,  at  the  very  moment 
when  their  partizans  were  murdering  on 
the  outfide  of  the  church. 

The  expelling  of  the  parochial  clergy 
tried  the  real  fentiments  of  the  body  of  thc^ 
Frei'ich  people  more  than  any  one  a6l  of 
their  tyrants  ever  did,  before  or  fmce.  Ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  the  trial  was  honourable 
to  them  J  for,  if  we  except  Paris,  and  fome 
other  places  immediately  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  revolutionary  clubs,  they  wifhed 
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to  retain  their  ancient  pafcors,  and  did  not 
fcrnple  to  declare  that  willi,  notwithltanding 
the  vociferations  of  hundreds  of  mob  in  the 
pay  of  the  Aflembly ;  notwithftanding  all 
thefe  petty  aflemblies  of  fubaltern  tyrants, 
called  municipal  officers^  who  came  to  order 
them  to  receive  an  apoflate,  in  the  no/me  of 
the  law  I  notwithfranding  thoufands  of  fpies 
and  afiafTins,  ever  ready  to  betray  and  mur- 
der them ;  in  fpite  of  all  thefe,  whole 
parilhes  flocked  round  their  priefls,  preiled 
them  to  condnue,  followed  them  to  the 
fields,  and  left  the  apoilates  to  fay  mafs  to 
the^ bare  wails.  Many  of  the  latter,  though 
they  continued  to  receive  the  revolutionary 
falary  for  upwards  of  two  years,  never  could 
boaii  of  above  three  or  four  voluntary 
h-carers. 

Wherever  this  obftinate  attachment  ta 
religion  appeared,  the  Aflembly  knew  how 
to  make  the  refractory  feel  their  authority,. 
True  tyrants,  they  fuifered  no  one  to  thwarc 
t-heir  will  with  impunity.  Property,  ho- 
nour, confcience,  all  muft  yield  to  their 
fultanic  decrees  1 

Condorcet,  the  atheiil  Condorcet,  pro- 
pofed  flagellation  ;^  and  this  was  pretty  com- 
monly inflidted  on  the  women  and  children 
who  aflllled  at  the  maflfes  of  the  non-juring 
clergv.     The  Abbe  Earruel  (pap-e  79  of  the 

S3      ^    ^    , 
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French  edition)  tells  us,  that  three  Gfters  of 
one  of  the  Charky-houfes  at  Paris,  expired 
under  the  rods  of  the  affaffins.     Ungrateful 
monfters  !  the  lives  of  thefe  women  had  been 
totally  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  fick,  the 
lame   and  the  blind.     By  their  vow  they 
were  excluded  from  the  pleafures    of  the 
world,    without    being   excluded  from    its 
pains.     They  had  made  a  voluntary  furren- 
der  of  all  they  poflefTed,  had  afTumed  the 
garb,  and  fubmitted  to  the  aufterities  of  the 
monaflic  life,  in  order  to  devote  themfelves 
to  the  mournful  occupation  of  attending  on 
the  foor  who  laboured  under  infirmities.     It 
was  faid,  they  did  this  to  fecure  themfelves 
a  place  in  heaven  ^  and  mod  certainly  they 
took  the  fureft  way.     I  feel  a  rel usance  to 
call   fuch  people  fuperjiilious ;    for,  if  they 
were  fo,   their  fuperftition  was  of  a  mofl 
amiable  kind,  and  furely  nothing  fhort  of 
the  principles  of  this  hellifn  revolution  could 
have  hardened  the  hearts  of  men  to  fcourge 
them  to  death,  and  that  merely  becaufe  they 
would  not  difgrace  them.feives  by  receiving 
the  facrament  from  the  contaminated  hands 
of  an  apoftate. 

It  were  endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  dif- 
ferent forts  of  perfecution  exercifed  againft 
thofe  who  remained  attached  to  their  reli- 
gion. Little  children  were  beaten  half  to 
deaths  the  hair  and  ears  of  women  were 
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cut  off  i  they  were  mounted  on   afTes,  and 
led  about  in  the  mod  unfeemly  and  fliock- 
ing  guife.     The  inftance  of  John  Cantabel 
deferves    particular    notice.      Cantabel  was 
an  honeft  peafant,  fincereiy  attached  to  the 
religion  of  his  fathers.     He   happened   to 
have  a  little  catechifm  which  had  been  pub- 
lifhed    by   the    non-juring  clergy  j    it  was 
found  in  his  houfe;  and  this  was  a  fufficient 
crime.     A  commiittee  of  municipal  officers 
ordered  the  catechifm  to  be  burnt ;  a  great 
fire  was  made ;  Cantabel  was  brought  forth, 
and  commanded  to  throw  the  book  into  it. 
"  No,"  fays  the  heroic  peafant,  it  contains 
"  the  principles  of  my  religion  -,  it  has  been 
"  my  guide  and  my  comfort,  and   it  now 
"  gives  m.e  the  courage  to  tell  you,  that  I 
"  will  never    commit   it   to    the    flames." 
Upon  this   he   was  threatened,  but   ft  ill  he 
remained    refoKite.     One    of    the    ruffians 
feized  a  flaming  torch,  and  held  it  under 
his    hand.     "  Burn    on,"    faid    he,    "  you 
"  may    burn  not  only    m.y  hand,  but  my 
<'  whole  body,  before  I  will  do  any  thing 
"  to    diOionour    my    religion."     He   was 
afterwards  mounted  on  a  horfe,  his  back  to 
the  head,  and  the  tail  in  his  hand,  and  was 
thus  condudled  about  amidft  the  fnouts  of 
the  rabble.     The  vile  wretches,  when  tired 
with  their  fport,  fufl^ered  him  to  creep  home, 
more  dead  than  alive. — This  is  the  liberty  of 
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conjcience  In  the  ''^  Age  of  Re  of  on  T*  This  is 
the  toleration  we  might  expe6l  from  atheifts, 
from  thefe  infidel  philofophers,  who  are  con- 
tinually exclaiming  againfc  the  prejudices  of 
their  forefathers,  and  againil  the  fad  effedls 
of  bigotry  and  religious  zeal.  In  the  cant 
of  thefe  enlightened  reformers,  this  peafant 
was  z.  fanatic,  an  ariflocrat,  a  rebel  to  the  law ^ 
and,  as  fuch,  they  will  tell  you  that  he  wa^ 
worthy  of  death. 

Notwithftanding  the  partial  oppofition 
the  apoilates  met  with,  and  the  horror  their. 
coAdufl,  as  well  as  their  minifcry  excited  in 
all  good  minds,  they,  at  iall,  found  them- 
felves  in  poiTeffion  of  the  churches,  to  the 
exclufion  of  the  ancient  prieflis.  Such  of 
thefe  latter  as  had.efcaped  death,  were  now 
bereft  of  all  means  of  fubfiftencc;  they  were 
therefore  obliged  to  become  a  charge  to. 
their  faithful  parifbioners.  Had  there  been 
any  fuch  things  as  toleration  and  hberty 
under  the  Conftitiient  AfTembly,  thefe  un-- 
forturiate  men  might  ftili  have  found  are-- 
treat  amongft  their  wealthy  neighbours,  that 
would  have  left  them  no  reafon  to  regret 
the  lofs  of  their  falaries.  But  the  greateft 
part  of  their  wealthy  neighbours  were  al-, 
ready  reduced  to  their  own  Rtuation,  and 
thofe  who  were  not,  knew  that  the  recep- 
tion of  a  non-juring  pried  would  amount 
to  a  proof  of  ariftocracy^  lufRcient  to  leac^ 
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them  to  the  guillotine.  The  expulfed  priefts 
were,  then,  obliged  to  take  fheker  in  fome 
obfcure  and  miferable  cabin,  and  often  was 
the  terror  fo  great,  that,  like  perfons  in- 
feded  with  the  "plague,  no  one  would  admit 
them  beneath  his  roof. 

From  fuch  a  (late  of  mifery  and  humilia- 
tion fome  fied  in  difguife  to  the  countries 
furrounding  France-,  fome  to  recefies  in  the 
forefts,  whither  the  pcafants  of"  the  neigh- 
bourhood brought  them  the  means  of  exift- 
-ence.  Numbe'rs,  ho\yever,  il'iW  remained 
in  their  towns  and  villages.  Seeing  the 
whole  country  fwarmihg  with  affafiins,  they 
thought,  perhaps,  they  might  as  well  wait 
the  ftab  in  their  own  pariflies  as  to  feek  it  at 
a  diftance.  Many,  too,  from  age  and  infir- 
mity, were  abfolutely  incapable  of  travel- 
ling •,  and,  befides  the  fmall  remainder  of  a 
life  fo  full  of  bitternefs,  could  not,  with 
fuch  men,  be  an  obje6l  of  fufncicnt  import- 
ance to  induce  them  to  abandon  thofe  of 
their  pariiliioners,  who  ftill  fought  their  ad- 
vice and  confolation.  Seme  were  retained 
by  their  affe6tion  to  their  relations,  or  their 
"parents  •,  it  is  fo  hard  to  break  the  bands  of 
nature,  to  tear  onefelf  fromi  all  one  holds 
dear,  that  the  rifk  of  death  in  com.petition 
with  fuch  a  feparation,  lofes  half  its  terrors.^ 

The  ancient  priefts  who  remained  in  their 
parifhes,  or  near  them,  though  often  obliged 
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to  fecrete  themfelves,  and  though,  to  ap- 
pearances, generally  lliunned,  were  reforted 
to  by  great  numbers,  particularly  of  the  el- 
derly people.  I  have  already  obferved,  that, 
among  the  youth,  there  was  a  pretty  gene- 
ral bias  toward  the  apoftates.  Hence  en- 
fued  fuch  fcenes  of  divifion  and  perfecution 
as  no  country  on  earth,  except  France,  ever 
witncfied.  Friends  were  divided  againil 
fl'iends  ^  one  branch  of  a  family  againfl 
another.  It  often  happened  that  the  parents 
treated  their  children  as  apoftates,  and  the 
children  their  parents  as  ariftocrats ;  quar- 
rels ^nd  bloodfced  were  as  often  the  confe- 
quences.  \¥e  have  feen  (page  29  of /i>/V 
volume)  2L  fon  cut  off  the  heads  of  his  fa- 
ther and  mother,  becaufe  they  refufed  to 
attend  at  the  mafs  of  an  apoftate,  carry  the 
heads  to  his  club,  and  receive  applaufes  for 
the  deed.  A6ls  like  this  were  not  frequent; 
but  others  very  near  approaching  it,  were 
not  only  frequent  but  general.  Sons,  and 
even  daughters,  have  been  known  to  beat 
and  lacerate  their  parents  in  the  moll  cruel 
jmanner.  Hundreds  of  both  fexes  have 
been  led  to  prifon  and  publicly  accufed  by 
|heir  children.  A  man  at  Faulconberg  in 
Artois,  blew  his  wife's  brains  out  with  his 
muflvet,  and  left  her  wallov/ing  in  her  blood 
.on  the  hearth  with  feven  fmall  children  crying 
|-aund  her ! 
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Can  any  man,  with  the  common  feelings 
3f  humanity  about  his  heart,  contemplate 
uch  fcenes  of  horror,  without  execrating 
;he  revolution  that  gave  rife  to  them  ?  * 

The  apouate  priells  failed  not  to  fan  the 
Sanies  of  difcord  and  divifion.  To  ingra- 
tiate themfelves  with  the  young  and  igno- 
rant, they  mixed  in  all  their  amufements 
and  debauches,  treated  them  at  their  own 
loufes,  and  inllituted  civic  feftivals  for  the 
mob,  with  whom  they  were  continually 
furrounded.  Their  m.afles  were  fun 9;  midft 
the  fhouts  of  robbers  and  murderers,  and 

*  Many  writers  (and  among  others  Thomas  Paine) 
have   remarked,  that  the    French  paid  great  refpedl, 
even  a  fort  of  adoration,  to  old  people  :  if  this  was  the 
cafe,  which  I  am  by  no  means   inclined   to  deny,  or 
doubt,  What  fort  of  a  revolution  mu.1   that  be,  which 
has  changed  this  refped  and  veneration,  fo  juiUy  due 
to  old  age,  into  fcotn  and  contempt,  into  a  mercilefs 
brutality,  nay,   into  parricide  ?  Solon  made  no  law  to 
T^Viniih    facrihge   6i"  pdrriciife ;    becaufe,    he    obferved, 
**  the  Hfih   was  as  yet  unknown  in  Athens,  and   the 
**  fecond  w.as.fg  directly  again  ft  all  .the  feelings  of  na- 
*"'  tufe,  that  he  did.  not  b.lieve  it  could  ever  .be   coni- 
"mitted."— Poor   i'&.W   did   not    live   in  the   **  e/i^ 
^  listened  eighteenth  century,*'  or  he  would  never  have 
talked  in^  this  way*      U  he  could  bat  rife  from   thei 
grave,  and   lillen  to  our  philojophers,  ihey  would    not- 
only  cDnvihce  him,  that  fuch  aclions  are  poffible,  ,bi\^ 
they  would  tell  him  they  were  indifpenfably  necelTary 
to  the  ellahlirhmert;  of;  a  free  republican  government. 
1A■\|^ .Sflon \i£t\y  at^Paris,  fmce  the  revolution,^ he  vvQuld' 
have  been  guillouned  for  a  rank  ariftocrat. 
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often  Interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  fome  In- 
nocent confclentious  perfon,  dragged  in  to 
aiTifc  at  what  he  looked  upon  as  a  profana- 
tion. Their  churches  refembled  guard- 
houfts,  rather  than  places  of  divine  wor- 
fhip.  In  proportion  as  they  perceived  them- 
felves  negiedted  and  defpifed,  their  wrath 
againfl  their  undiaken  predeceflbrs  increaf- 
ed.  Vexed  and  humihated  to  find,  that  all 
the  refpecflable  part  of  their  parifhioners 
took  as  much  pains  to  avoid  them,  as  to 
feek  a  coin  muni  cation  with  their  old  'paf- 
tors,  the  whole  weight  of  their  vengeance 
fell  on  thefe  latter.  In  their  exiderice  itfelf 
th'7  faw  a  memento  of  their  own  infamy. 
There  is  not  a  fpecies  of  cruelty,  that  the. 
mofh  obdurate  can  devlfc,  which  they  lefc^ 
uneiTayed.  They  hunted  them  from  thein 
retreats,  from  the  houfes  of  their  friends- 
and  relations,  from  the  woods  and  caverns 
even,  to  expofe  them  to  infult  and  murdti*. 
The  infirmities  of  age,  the  tears  of  parents, 
nothina;  could  {often  the  hearts  of  thefe" 
ilpoftate  wretches.  We  have  feen  enough 
of  the  fufferings  of  the  old  clergy  In  the 
firfl  Chapter  of  this  work ;  but  there  is  yet 
one  inftance  which  I  muft  quote.  "  Iwas  at^ 
"  Trois  Rivieres  -fays  Icvcyageur de  la  Revo-- 
'*  lution)  a  lictie  village  in  Picardy.  I  faw 
"  fcveral  women  running  by  the  inn  where 
•*  1  had  put  up  i  they   all   fcemed   mucjh: 
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"  alarmed.  I  afked  the  landlord  what  was 
"  the  matter:  he  told  me  that  the  revolu- 
'^  tionary  prieft,  provoked  to  find  that  none 
<^  of  the  village  attended  at  his  mafs,  had 
"  been  that  morning  to  Ville  D'Eu  for  a 
"  party  of  national  guards,  to  aid  him  in 
*'  driving  the  former  priefl  from  a  little 
^^  cottage,  where  he  and  his  mother  had 
"  taken  fnelter.  1  he  m.an  gave  me  a  moft 
"  affecting  account  of  this  good  prieft,  who 
'f  was  upwards  of  fourfcore  years  of  age/ 
"  and  who  had  been  the  recSlor  of  that  place 
"  for  more  than  fifty  years.  On  the  day 
^-'  he  was  to  deliver  his  cure  into  the  hands 
'^  of  the  apoflate,  he  fummoned  his  little 
"  flock  to  m^eet  him  in  the  church  for  the 
^*  lailtime.  Not  afoul  was  abfent :  old  or 
"  young.  The  women  carried  their  infants 
"  in  their  arms,  and  tv/o  old  people,  not 
"  able  to  walk,  were  carried  on  couches.  Aly 
^*  children,  fays  the  old  man,  I  have  pref- 
*<  fed  .yen?'  tender  hands  on  the  ba-ptiftnd 
^^  font :  I  have  Jung  the  requiem  for  the  fouls 
^*  cf  your  fathers  :  I  mufl .  no-w  bid  you  an  eter- 
'*  nal  farewell  deprived  cf  the  ccnfolaticn  of 
"  leaving  fny  afoes  amongfl  you,'' — Here  he 
**  ceafed ;  tears  {lifted  his  voice ;  the  fobs 
"  and  cries  of  his  audience  rendered  the 
**  fcene  too  much  for  him.  While  the  land- 
**  lord  v</as  fpeaking,  we  heard  a  difcharge 
^'  of  mufkers,  and  a  loud  fhriek  of  women, 
T 


(      2lS       ) 

<*  We  ran  to  the  fpot.  The  peafants  of  the 
*«  village,  about  forty  in  number,  had  af- 
'^  fembled  round  tiie  cottage  with  clubs  to 
**  defend  their  paftor  ;  but,  the  enemy  hav- 
«'  ing  fire  arms,  they  had  been  obliged  to 
<*  give  way,  leaving  two  of  their  compa- 
*^  nions  dead,  and  feveral  wounded.  I  now 
«  held  a  fight  fufficient  to  melt  the  heart 
*'  of  a  tyger^  Two  ru (nans  of  the  national 
«<  guard  were  dragging  out  this  venerable 
«  old  man  by  the  hair  of  his  head,  by 
<*  thofe  locks  as  white  as  fnow.  He  had 
«<  received  a  wound  in  his  cheek,  from 
«'  which  the  blood  ran  down  on  his  gar- 
"  ments.  In  this  (ituaiion  was  he  led  off, 
*<  bare  headed  and  bare  footed,  towards 
*^  Fille  D'Euj  while  his  poor  old  parent,  who 
**  had  beeji  many  years  blind  and  dumb, 
*f  remained  on  her  bed,  happily  inienfible 
"  of  the  forrows  of  her  fon.  As  the  villains 
"  pulled  him  along,  all  the  words'  he  was 
<«  heard  to  utter,  v/ere.  My  Mother  !  Oh  ! 
'*  My  Mother ! — The  women  and  children 
"  of  the  village  followed  the  efcort  with 
**  cdes  and  lamentations,  till  the  favages 
"  drove  them  back  with  the  points  of  their 
'«  bayonets." 

Nor  were  thbfe  of  the  laity  fpared,  who 
reforted  to  the  old  clergy  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  rites  which  they  looked  upon 
as  eflential.  A  new  married  couple  hav- 
ing refuted  to  have  the  cerernony  performed 
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by  one  of  the  apofhates,  a  party  of  hk 
myrmidons  broke  in  among  them  the  wedj- 
ding  night.  The  hufband  made  his  efcape  : 
the  wife,  in  a  fwoon,  became  the  prey 
of  the  party.  They  gratified  their  brutal 
pafTion,  without  gratifying  their  ferocity. 
They  tore  off  her  breails,  as  a  tyger  might 
have  done  with  his  claws,  and  threw  thein 
on  the  floor.  They  then  left  her  to  wait 
till  death  relieved  her  from  her  horrible 
lituation  *. 

I  il-iould  have  fcrupled  inferting  a  fac^  lika. 
this,  though  taken  from  fo  refpedtable  a 
work,  if  the  former  part  of  this  volume 
did  not  contain  others,  if  pofTible,  furpaffmg 
it :  I  fay,  //  pojjible  -,  for  I  declare  I  know 
not  which  is  moil  fliocking,  the  tearing  off 
a  woman's  breads,  or  the  ripping  a  child 
from  her  womb,  and  fticking  it  on  the 
point  of  a  bayonet.  Indeed,  the  greated 
part  of  die  fa<Ss  related  here,  are  fo  much 
more  fliocking  and  terrific   than  any  thing 

*  See  IliJ}.  of  the  French  Clergy^  page  13S. — 1  can- 
not help  ivrnarki-g  here,  that  it" is  lomething  wonder- 
ful this  Hijlory  is  not  more  known  in  America.—- It  is  a 
proof,  among  hundreds,  hovv  locked  up  we  have  bseii 
to  every  thing  that  might  lead  us  to  a  juil  eftimation  of 
the  French  Revolution.— It  is  true,  the  greatell:  part 
of  the  News-papers  have  fet  liieir  faces  againii:  truth  ; 
but  furel/,  were  the  ^pxtK<?>  free,  v/e  ought  not  to 
fuffer  our  reives  to  be  kept  in  the  dark  by  people,  wlio 
are,  probably,  paid  fcr  fo  doing. 

T  2 
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we  have  ever  before  had  an  idea  of,  that 
common  murders  appear  as  triBing. 

By  means  like  thefe,  the  old  clergy  and 
their  adherents  were  extirpated,  and  reli- 
gion along  with  them. '  The  biilinefs  of  the 
new  clergy  (if  the  Vv^retches  deierve  the 
name)  was  not  to  efbablifh  one  church  on 
the  ruins  of  another:  it  would  be  as  pre - 
pofterous  as  to  fuppofe  that  an  AiTembly  of 
Atheifts  and  Deifls  had  any  fuch  intention, 
as  to  fuppofe  that  a  horde  of  apoft-ates  were 
calculated  for  the  wor!k.  Thefe  latter  were, 
in  fade,  fo  many  miffionaries  of  biafphemy 
and  murder,  fent  into  the  provinces  pur- 
pofely  to  defiroy  the  ancient  prieRhood, 
The  affembly  forefaw  that,  when  that  was 
done,  their  new  priefts  would  at  any  time 
become  the  apofbles  of  infidelity. 

It  muft  be  confidered  that  thefe  legiflators 
did  not  want  for  cunning :  an  elegant 
writer  has  lately  called  them  *'  architefe  of 
ruin ;"  and,  indeed,  they  pofieffed  the  art 
of deflroying  in  its  utmoft  perfection.  'Their 
calculations  with  refpeCl  to  their  new  priefls 
were  extremely  jufti  they  came  out  to  an 
unit.  When  they  had  tinnihilated  their 
predecefTors,  they  were  not  only  ready  to 
fecond  the  decrees  for  the  abolition  of'chrif- 
tianity  altogether ;  they  were  not  only  in- 
ftrumental  therein,  but  they'  had  led  the 
way.     Several  began  to  te-ach  -the*  religion 
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o^  Re  of  on  in  the  Jacobin  clubs,  of  which 
chey  were  all  mennbers,  and  even  in  the 
pulpit.  The  garb  of  a  prieft  itfelf  became  a 
burthen  to  them,  and  they  humbly  aiked 
leave  to  quit  it  for  the  more  honourable 
one  of  the  national  guard.  The  apoilate 
bifhop  of  Moulin,  who  had  been  confecrated 
by  the  unhallowed  hands  of  "Taillerandy  wrote 
to  the  Convention  that  he  officiated  with  a 
pike  and  liberty  cap,  inftead  of  the  crofier 
and  the  mitre.  It  was  this  vile  wretch  who 
firft  caufed  to  be  written  on  the  gate  of  the 
burying-ground  :  "  this  is  the  place  of  ever- 
*'  lafting  Jleep. — 

Three  weeks  after  this  communication  of 
the  biihop  of  Moulin,  Gobet^  the  new  bi- 
fhop of  Paris,  with  his  Grand  Vicars  and 
three  other  revolutionary  bifliops,  came  to 
the  hall  of  the  legiflators,  and  there  abdi- 
cated chriftianity  in  form.  They  begged 
pardon  of  the  injured  nation  for  having  fa 
long  kept  them  in  the  dark,  by  duping  them: 
into  a  belief  of  the  divinity  of  an  ImpoftoVy 
whofe  religion  they  now  threw  off  with  ab- 
horrence, refolved  in  future  to  acknowledge 
no  other  deity  than  Reajon  alone  ! 

It  was  not  more  than  four  days  after  this 
that  a  pagan  feftival  was.  held  in  the  Ca- 
thedral Church  of  Paris.  A  woman  named: 
Memoro,  the  wife  of  another  man,  but  the 
T  3 
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flrumpet  of  the  vile  Hebert,  alias  Father 
du  Chene,  was  drefTed  up  as  the  goddejs  of 
Reafon.  Her  throne-  was  of  green  turf  /  an 
altar  was  erected  at  fom'e  diftance,  on  which 
the  priefts  burnt  incenfe,  while  the  legifla- 
tors  and  the  brutified  Pariiian  herd  were 
proilrated  before  the  throne  of  the  goddefa 
Reafo7ty  alias  Memoro,  alias  du  Chene. 

About  this  epoch  appeared  the  paganifh 
republican  calendar,  with  a  decree  ordering 
its  adoption.  This  was  intended  to  root 
from  the  poor  tyranizcd  people  the  very 
memory  of  religion  j  to  dry  up  the  only 
fource  of  comfort  they  had  left.  They  had 
been  robbed  of  all  they  poffelTed  in  this 
world,  and  their  inexorable  tyrants  wifhed 
to'  rob  them  of  every  hope  in  the  next. 
Some  fay  that  this  calendar  itfelf  was  com-^ 
pofed  by  an  apoftate  pried, '  others,  that  it 
was  the  work  of  a  writer  of  farces,  named 
Des  Moulins.  Whoever  may  be  author, 
we  know  who  has  the  honour  of  re-printing 
it  and  retailing  it  in  this  country. 

It  is  true  the  laft  mentioned  a61:s5  the 
Confummation  of  the  moil  horrid  blafphemy 
that  ever  man  was  witnefs  of^  took  plac^ 
Under  the  Convention;  but,  what  were 
they  more  than  a  necei!Iiry  confequence  of 
the  meafures  of  the  Conftituent  AfTembly  ? 
nay,  the  leaders  in  that  AiTembly  boafted> 


(     223     ) 

when  they  had  obtained  the  decree  againfl: 
the  non-juring  priefbsj  that  they  h;?d.  tricked 
the  people  out  of  their  religion,  before  thcf 
perceived  it.  Nor  is  there  px  this  time  one 
of  thofe  who  voted  for  that  decree,  who 
will  not  tell  you,  that  chriftianity  is  ct  farce, 
fit  only  for  the  amufement  of  old  folks, 
and  that  he  rejoices  in  its  abolition  ia 
France.     This  is  not  mere  furmiie. 

Indeed,  that  their  fucceHors  have  only 
fulfilled  their  wilhes,  in  this  refped^  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  if  any  judgment  of  the 
wilhes  of  men  is  to  be  formed  from  their 
principles,  their  words,  and  their  a6lions. 
Who,  I  ajfk,  that  wifhed  to  preferve  religion^, 
would  have  pafied  a  decree  for  the  expulfion 
of  every  piieit  that  refufed  to  fcrfwear  h-im-»> 
felf?  who,  that  did  not  wifh  to  deflroy  re^ 
ligion,  would  have  palTed  a  decree  for  com- 
mitting it  to  the  care  of  apoftates  ?  Was  it 
not  clear,  that  fuch  men  would  itick  at 
nothing  ?  That,  at  the  nod  of  their  maftersj 
they  would  at  any  time  be  be  ready  to  blaf- 
ipheme  the  God  they  pretended  to  adore? 
On  the  contrary,  the  AfTembly  knew,  th^t 
there  was  no  hope  of  their  fyftem'  taking 
root,  while  the  ancient  clergy  remained  in 
their  cures.  Among  men,  who  gave  up 
their  all,  and  expofed  themfelv^es  to  almo^ 
certain  death,  rather  than  falfify  their  faith^ 
they  could  not  i^ope  to  find  a  Go-ki,     Thef 
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could  not  hope  to  find  fupple  villains  diat 
Vt'ould  voluntarily  depofe  the  emblems  of 
their  religion  on  the  altar  of  a  ftrumpet,  and 
confefs  themfelves  to  have  been  the  crafty 
minifters  of  an  arch  impojlor,-^ 

The  oath  tendered  to  the  clergy  was  the 
touch-ftone  y  it  was  to  prove  them ;  to 
know  whom  the  AfTembly  could  depend  on 
for  the  accomplifhment  of  their  proje6ts, 
and  whom  they  could  not  depend  on.  The 
enforcing  of  the  oath  was  the  lad  blow  to 
public  religion  in  France^  and  therefore  the 
deftrudlion  of  that  religion,  with  all  its  im- 
moral and  murderous  confequences,  is  due 
to  the  Conftituent  AfTembly,  and  to  them 
alone.  It  is  as  nonfenfical  as  unjufl  to  ac- 
cufe  this  or  that  faction,  or  even  the  Con- 
vention itfelf,  of  exchanging  Chriftianity 
for  a  fyftem  of  paganifm ;  infidels  who 
adore  an  idol  are  as  good  as  infidels  who 
adore  none;  and  where  is  the  difference, 
whether  the  adored  idol  be  Jean  Jacques 
RoufTeau  or  Madame  Memoro  ?  An  adul- 
trefs  is  as  good  a  goddefs  as  an  adulterer  is 
a  god  at  any  time. 

Let  the  reader  now  look  back,  and  he 
will  eafily  trace  all  the  horrors  of  the 
French  Revolution  to  the  decrees  of,  the 
Conftituent  AfTembly.  It  was  they  that 
rent  the  government  to  pieces ;  it  was  they 
that  firit  broached  the  deftrudive  dodlrin^ 
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of  equality ;  it  was  they  that  deftroyed  ail 
ideas  of  private  property  ;  and  finally,  it  was 
they  that  rendered  the  people  hardened,  by 
effacing  from  their  minds  every  principle  of 
the  only  religion  capable  of  keeping  man- 
kind within   the   bounds  of  juftice  and  hu- 
manity.    Look  alfo  at  their  particular^ac- 
tions,  and  you  will  fee  them  breaking  their 
oaths  to  their  conlVituents  and  to  their  king; 
you    will  fee   their   agents  driving    people 
from  their  eftates,  beating  and  killing  them ; 
you  will  fee  them  furrounded  with  a  fet  of 
hireling  writers  and  affaffins,   employed  to 
degrade  and   murder  peaceable    people  at- 
tached to  the  religion  of  their  forefathers  ; 
and  you  will  lee  them  not  only  pardonmg 
murderers,  in  fpite  of  their  poor  humiliated 
monarch,    but  even  receiving   the  affaflins 
at  their  bar,  covering  them  with  applaufes, 
and   inftituting   feilivals    in    their    honour. 
What  have  the  members  of  the  Convention 
and  their  agents  done  more  than  this  ?  They 
.have  murdered  in  greater  numbers.     True  •, 
but  what   have  numbers    to    do    with    the 
matter  ?     The   principle    on    which    thofe 
murders  was  committe'd  was  ever  the  fame  j 
it  was    more  or  lefs   adive  as  occafion  re- 
quired.    The  wants  of  the  Convention  were 
mofe  prefTing  than  thofe  of  the  Conihtuent 
Afiembly.     Tlie  Affembly  were  not  driven 
to    the    expedient   q{  requifitioni,    nor  was 
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the  hour  yet  arrived  for  the  proimilgatlon  cpf 
the  paganifh  calendar.  Confequently  they 
met  with  lefs  oppofition,  and  therefore  lefs 
murders  were  neceOary  ;  but,  had  they  con- 
tinued their  fittings  to  this  day,  the  devafta- 
tion  of  every  kind  would  have  been  the  fame 
that  it  has  been. 

The  whole  hiflory  of  the  revolution  pre- 
sents us  with  nothing  but  a  regukr  progrefs 
in  robbery  and  murder.  Hie  firft  Aliem- 
bly,  for  inflance,  begin  by  flattering  the 
mob,  wheedling  their  king  out  of  his  title 
and  his  power  ;  they  then  fet  him  at  defiance, 
profcribe  or  put  to  death  his  friends  j  and 
then  fiiut  him  up  in  his  palace,  as  a  wild 
beaft  in  a  cage.  The  fecond  AfTembly  fend 
a  gang  of  ruffians  to  infult  and  revile  him, 
and  then  they  hurl  him  from  his  throne. 
The  third  AiTembly  cut  his  throat.  What 
is  there  in  all  this  but  a  regular  and  natural 
progre/Tion  from  bad  to  worfe.  And  fo 
with  the  reft  of  their  abominable  adions. 

To  throw  the  blame  on  the  fucceffors  of 
the  firft  defpotic  AfTembly  is  fuch  a  perver- 
fion  of  reafon,  fuch  an  abandonment  of 
truth,  that  no  man,  who  has  a  fingle  grain 
of  fenfe,  can  hear  of  with  patience.  As 
well  might  we  afcribe  all  the  murders  com- 
mitted at  Nantz  to  the  under  cut-throats, 
by  whom  they  were  perpetrated,  and  not 
to  the  Convention  by  whole  order,  and  un- 
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d^r    whofe     protedion,     thefe    cnt-thioats 
adcd.      The    Constituent   Aflembly   knew 
the  confequences  of  their  decrees,  as  well  as 
Foucault    (See  fage  66.)  knew   the    confe- 
quence  of  his  order  for  throw. ng  forty   wo- 
men from  the  cliff  Pierre-moii.c  into  the  fea  ; 
and  It  IS  full  as  ridiculous  to  hear  them  pre- 
tend, that   they  did  not  wifn    thofr  confe- 
quences to  follow,  as  It  wou.a  be  to    ear  Fou- 
Ci.-jlt  pretend,  that  he  did  not  willi  the  forty 
womtn    fhould    be   drowned.       True,    the 
Convention  are  guilty  of  ev.-ry  crime  under 
heaven  :   affaffms  and  biafphemeis  mutl  ever 
merit  deteftation-and  abhorrence,  from  what- 
ever motive  they  may  ad,  or  by  whomfoever 
taught  and  inftigated  ;  but  ftill  the  pre-emi- 
nence in  infamy^is  due  to  their  teachers  and 
inftio;ators  :  the  Convention  is,  in  relation  to 
the  Confcituent   Affembly,  what   the  igno- 
rant defperate  bravo  is  in   relation  to    his 
crafty  and  fculking  employer. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per, as  I  have  hitherto  fpoken  of  the  Con- 
ftituent  Aflembly  in  a  general  way,  to 
make  fome  diftindions  with  refped  to  the 
perfons  who  compofed  it.  I  am  very  far 
from  holding  them  all  up  as  obje6ts  of  ab- 
horrence,  or  even  of  cenfure.  There  were 
many,  very  many,  men  of  gjeat  wifdom 
and  virtue,  who  were  eleded  to  the  States- 
General,  and  even  who  joined  the  AiTem- 
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h\y,  after  it  afiumed  the  epithet  National,^ 
It  v/ould  be  the  height  of  injudice  to  re- 
proach thefe  men  with  the  confequences  of 
meafures,  which  they  oppofed  with  fuch 
uncommon  eloquence  and  courage.  Hif- 
tory  will  make  honourable  mention  of  their 
names,  when  the  epitome  I  have  here  at* 
tempted  will  be  loft  and  forgotten.  Suffice 
it  then  to  fay^  that  the  weight  of  our  cen- 
fure,  of  the  cenfure  of  all  juft  and  good 
men,  ought  ta  tall  on  thofe  licentious  poli- 
ticians and  infidel  philolophers  alone,  who 
fan(;;tioned  the  decree  for  the  annihilation  of 
property  and  religion. 

Here,  toQ,  we  ought  to  diveft  ourfelves 
of  every  thing  of  a  perfonal  or  party  na- 
ture, and  diredt  our  abhorrence  to  princi- 
ples alone.  As  to  the  adlors,  they  have, 
in  general,  al  eady  expiated  their  wicked- 
nefs  or/olly  by  the  lofs  of  their  lives.  We 
have  feen  the  atheiil  Condorcet  obliged  to 
fiy  in  difguife  from  the  capital,  the  inhabi- 
tants' of  which  he  had  corrupted,  and  by 
whom  he  had  been  adored  as  the  great  lu- 
minary of  the  age  :  we  have  feen  him  af- 
fume  the  garb  and  the  fupplicating  tone  of 
a  common  beggar,  lurking  in  the  lanes  and 
woods,  hke  a  huuielefs  thief,  and,  at  laft, 
literally  dying  in  a  ditch,  leaving  his  car- 
cafe  a  prey  to  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  his 
memory  as  a  leiTon  to  future   apoftles  of 
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anarchy  and  blafphemy.  Scores,  not  to  fay 
hundreds,  of  his  coadjutors  haveihared  a  fate 
little  different  from  his  own  ;  and  thofc  who 
have  not,  can  have  httle  reafon  to  congratu- 
late themfelves  on  their  efcape.  The  tornado 
they  have  raifed  for  thedellrudlion  of  others, 
has  fwept  them  from  the  feat  of  their  tyran- 
ny, and  fcattered  them  over  every  corner 
of  the  earth.  Thofe  haughty  ufurpers,  who 
refufed  the  precedence  to  the  fucceffors  of 
Charlemagne,  are  now  obliged  to  yield  it 
to  a  peafant  or  a  porter.  They  who  de- 
creed, that  the  "  Folding-Doors  of  the 
Louvre  Ihould  fly  open  at  their  approach,'* 
are  now  glad  to  lift  the  latch  of  a  wicker, 
and  bend  their  heads  beneath  the  thatch  of 
a  cabin.  And,  what  language  can  exprefs 
the  vexation,  the  anguifli,  the  cutting  rc- 
fiedlions,  that  muft  be  the  companions  of 
their  obfcurity !  When  they  look  back  on 
their  diftrad:ed  country,  when  they  behold 
the  widows,  the  orphans,  the  thoufands 
and  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  murdered 
vi(5bims,  that  it  prefents  ;  when  they  behold 
the  frantic  people,  carrying  the  dagger  to' 
tte'  hearts  of  their  parents,  nay,  digging 
their  forefathers  from  their  graves,  and 
throwing  their  afhes  to  the  winds  ;  when 
they  behold  all  this,  and  reflecft  that  it  is" 
the  work  gf  their  own  hands,  well  might 
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they  call  on  the  hills  to  hide  them.  The 
torments  of  fuch  an  exiftence  who  can  bear  ? 
Next  to  the  wrath  of  heaven,  the  maledic- 
tion of  one's  country  is  furely  the  molt  tre- 
mendous  and  infupportable. 

Now,  what  is  the  advantage  we  ought  to 
derive  from  the  awful  example  before 
us  ? — It  ought  to  produce  in  ns  a^  watchful- 
nefs,  and  a  fteady  refolution  to  op  pole  the 
advances  of  diforganizing  and  infidel  prmei- 
ples.  I  am  aware  that  it  will  be  faid  by 
fome,  that  all  fear  of  the  progrefs  of  thefe 
principles  is  imaginry ;  but,  conftant  ob- 
iervation  aflures  me,  that  it  is  but  too  well 
founded.  Let  any  man  examine  the  change 
in  political  and  religious  opinions  fince  the 
eilablifhment  of  the  general  government, 
and  particularly  the  change  crept  in  along 
with  our  filly  admiration  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  fee  if  the  refult  of  his  in- 
quiries does  not  juftify  a  fear  of  our  falling 
under  the  fcourge  that  has  brought  a  happy 
and  gallant  people  on  their  knees,  and  left 
them  bleeding  at  every  pore. 

Unfortunately  for  America,  Great  Bri-* 
tain  has  thrown  from  her  the  principles  of 
the  French  revolutionilts  with   indignation 
and  abhorrence.    This,  which  one  would 
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imagine  fnouki  have  had  little  or  no  influ- 
ence on  us,  has  ferved,  in  Ibme  meafiire,  zts  a 
-guide  to  our  opinions,  and  has  been  one  of 
the  principal  motives  for  our  adions.  A  com- 
bination of  circumdances,  fuch  as,  perhaps, 
never  before  met  together,  has  fo  Toured 
the  minds  of  t'le  great  mafs  of  the  people 
in  this  country,  has  worked  up  their  hatred 
againft  Great  Britain  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that 
the  inflant  that  nation  is  named,  they  lofe 
not  only  their  temper  but  their  rcafon  alio. 
The  diclates  of  nature  and  the  exercife  of 
judgment  are  thrown  afide  :  whatever  the 
Britiili  adopt  muft  be  rejected,  and  what- 
'cver  they  rejedl  mud  be  adopted.  Hence  ic 
is,  that  all  the  execrable  adls  of  the  French 
JegiHators,  not  forgetting  their  murders  and 
-their  blafphemy,  have  met  with  the  moll 
iinqualined  applaufes,  merely  becaufe  they 
were  execrated  in  the  illand  of  Britain. 

The  word  Republic  has  rlfo  done  a  great 
deal.  France  is  a  Republic ^  and  tlie  de- 
crees of  the  legifiators  were  neceffary  to 
maintain  it  a  Republic.  This  word  out- 
weighs, in  the  elVimation  of  fome  perfons, 
(I  wiih  I  could  lay  they  are  few  in  number) 
all  the  horrors  that  have  been,  and  that 
can  be,  committed  in  that  country.  .  One  of 
thefe  modern  republicans  vvill  tell  you  that 
he  does  not  deny,  that  hundreds  of  thou- 
fands   of  innocent  perfons  have  been  mur- 
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dered  in  France  ;  that  the  people  have  nei- 
ther rehgion  nor  morals;  that  all  the  ties  of 
nature  are  rent  afunder ;  that  the  rifing 
generation  will  be  a  race  of  cut-throats  j 
that  poverty  and  famine  ilalk  forth  at  large  ^ 
that  the  nation  is  half  depopulated  -,  .that  its 
riches  along  with  miliioiis  of  the  bed  of  t!^ 
people  are  gone  '§i  enrich  and  aggrandize  its 
enemies ;  that  its  com  amerce,  its  mjanufac- 
tures,  its  fciences,  its  arts,  and  its  honour, 
are  no  more  -,  but  at  the  end  of  all  this,  he 
will  tell  you  that  it  muft  be  happy,  becaufe 
it  is  a  Republic.  I  have  heard  more  tiian  one 
of  thefe  republican  zealots  decbre,  that  he 
would  fooner  fee  the  lafl  of  the  French  ex- 
tirrninattd,  than  fee  them  adopt  any  other 
form  of  government.  Such  a  fentiment  is 
characfteriilic  of  a  mind  locked  up  in  favage 
ignorance;  and  I  would  no  more  truil  my 
throat  within  the  reach  cf  fuch  a  republican, 
than  I  would  w^ithin  that  of  a  Louvet  a 
Gregoire,  or  any  of  their  colleagues. 

Our  enlightened  philofophers  run  on  in 
a  fine  canting  Itrain  about  the  bigotry  and 
ignorance  of  their  anceftors ;  but,  I  would 
afk  them,  what  more  ftupid  doltifh  bigotry 
can  there  be,  than  to  make  the  found  of  a 
word  the  ftandard  of  good  or  bad  govern- 
ment ?  what  is  there  in  the  combination  of 
the  letters  v/hich  make  up  the  word  Repub- 
lic ;  v/hat  is  there  m  the  found  they  pro- 
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duce,  that  the  bellowing  of  it  forth  fhonld 
compenfate  for  the  want  of  eveiy  virtue, 
and  even  for  common  fenfe  and  common  ho- 
nefly  ?  It  is  fynonymous  with  liberty. — Fatal 
error  !  In  the  month  of  a  turbulent  dema- 
gogue it  is  fynonymous  with  liberty,  and  witb 
every  thing  elfe,  that  will  pleafe  its  hearers  ; 
but,  with  the  man  of  virtue  and  fenfe,  it  has 
no  more  than  its  literal  value ;  that  is,  it 
means,  of  itfelf,  neither  good  nor  evil.  If  we 
call  our  own  government  that  of  a  RepuhHc^ 
and  judge  of  the  meaning  of  the  word  by 
tht  efFeds  of  that  government,  it  will  ad- 
mit of  a  moft  amiable  interpretation-,  bur, 
if  we  are  to  judge  of  it  by  what  it  has  pro- 
duced  in  France,  it  means  all  that  is  ruin- 
ous, tyrannical,  blafphemous  and  b!ocdy. 
Laft  winter,  one  of  thefe  republican  heroes, 
in  Congrefs,  accufed  a  gentleman  from 
New  England  of  having  adopted  anti-repub- 
lican  principles,  becaufe  he  propofed  fome- 
thing  that  feemcd  to  militate  againft  negro- 
flavery !  Thus,  then,  republicanifm  did  not 
mean  liberty.  In  fhorc*  it  means  anjr 
thing  :  it  is  a  watch  word  of  fadticn,  and  if 
eve?r  our  happy  and  excellently  conftituted 
Republic  fhould  be  overturned,  it  will  be 
done  under  the  mafk  of  republicanifm. 

Let  us,  then,  be  upon  our  guard  ;  let  us 
loak  to  the  charadlers  and  anions  of  menj^ 
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and  not  to  their  profefllons ;  let  us  attach 
ourfelves  to  things  and  not  to  words  ;  to 
fenfe  and  not  to  found.  Should  the  day  of 
requijition  and  murder  arrive,  our  tyrants 
calling  themfel\^es  republicans  will  be  but  a 
poor  confolation  to  us.  The  lofs  of  pro- 
perty, the  prefTure  of  want,  beggary,  will 
not  belefs  real  becaufe  flowing  from  repub- 
lican decrees.  Hunger  pinches  the  repub- 
lican, the  cold  blajft  cramps  his  joints  as 
well  as  thofe  of  other  men.  This  word 
does  not  foften  the  pangs  of  death.  The 
keen  knife  will  not  produce  a  delegable 
ienfation  becaufe  drawn  acrofs  the  throat 
by  a  republican  \  nor  will  the  word  repub- 
lican parry  a  bullet,  or  render  a  flaming 
fire  a  bed  of  down.  When  Monfieur  Ber- 
thier  had  the  ghaflly  head  of  his  father 
prelTed  againfl  his  lips,  when  his  own  heart 
"was  afterwards  torn  from  his  living  body, 
and  placed,  all  reeking  and  palpitating,  on 
a  table  before  a  committee  of  magiftrates, 
the  agonies  of  his  mind  and  of  his  mangled 
carcafs  were  not  affuaged  by  the  fhouts  of 
his  republican  murderers. 

Shall  we  fay  that  thefe  things  never  can 
take  place  among  us  ?  Becaufe  we  have 
hitherto  preferved  the  character  of  a  pa- 
cific and  humane  people,  fhall  we  fet  danger 
at  defiance  ?     Though  we  are  not  French- 
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•men,  we  are  men  as  well  as  they,  and  ccm-* 
fequently  are  liable  to  be  mifled,  and  even 
to  be  funk  to  the  lowefl  degree  of  bruta- 
lity as  th^y  have  been.  They,  too,  had  an 
amiable  characler :  what  chara6ler  have 
they  now  ?  The  lame  principles  brought 
into  adion  among  us  would  produce  the 
fame  degradation.  I  repeat  we  are  not 
what  we  were  before  the  French  Revoluti- 
on. Political  projedlors  from  every  corner 
of  Europe,  trou biers  of  fociety  of  every  de- 
fcription,  from  the  whining  philofophical 
hypocrite  to  the  daring  rebel  and  fnore  dar- 
ing blafphemer,  have  taken  ilielter  in  thefe 
States.  Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  prin- 
ciples and  paiTions  of  thefe  men  have  chang- 
ed with  the  change  of  air  ?  it  would  be  folly 
to  fuppofe  it. 

Nor  are  men  of  the  iame  ftamp  wanting 
among  the  native  Americans.  There  is  not 
a  fingle  adtion  of  the  French  revolutionifts^ 
but  has  been  juftified  and  applauded  in  our 
public  papers,  and  meny  of  thern  in  our 
public  affemblies.  Anarchy  has  its  opert 
advocates.  The  divine  author  of  our  reli- 
gion has  been  put  upon  a  level  with  the  in- 
famous Marat.  We  have  feen  a  clergyman- 
of  the  epifcopal  church  publicly  abufed,  be- 
caufe  he  had  recommended  to  his  congre- 
gation to  bewa.e  of  the  atheiftical  principles 
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of  the  French.  Even  their  calendar,  the 
frivolous  offspring  of  infidelity,  is  propofed 
for  our  knitation.  Where  perfons,  whofe 
livelihood  depends  on  their  daily  publica- 
tion, are  to  be  found  who  are  ever  ready  to 
publifh  articles  of  this  nature,  it  were  the 
grofleft  folly  not  to  believe,  that  there  are 
hundreds  and  thoufands  to  whom  they  give 
pleafure.  *  But,  we  are  not  left  to  mere 
furmife  here.  How  many  numerous  com- 
panies have  iffued,  under  the  form  of  toafts, 
lentiments  offenfive  to  humanity,  and  dif-^ 
graceful  to  our  national  character?  We 
have  feen  the  guillotine  toalled  to  three 
times  three  cheers,  and  even  under  the  dif- 
charge  of  cannon.  if  drunken  men,  as 
is  ufually  the  cafe,  fpeak  from  the  bottom 
of  their  hearts,  wh^t  quarter  fhould  we 
have  to  expe6l  from  wretches  like  thefe.  Ic 
muft  be  allowed,  too,  that  where  the  can^ 
nons  were  fired  to  give  eclat  to  fuch  a  fen- 

*  It  is  a  truth  that  no  one  will  deny,  that  the 
News-papers  of  this  country  have  become  its  icourge^ 
I  fpeak  with  a  few  exceptions.  It  is  faid  that,  they 
enhghten  the  people ;  but  their  light  is  like  the  torch 
of  an  incendiary,  and  the  one  has  the  fame  deltrudivo 
effeft  on  mind  as  the  other  has  on  matter.  The 
vyhoie  iludy  of  the  editors  feems  to  be  to  deceive  and 
confound.  One  would  almofl  think  they  were  hired  by 
fome-  malicious  demon,  to  turns  the  brains  and  corrupt 
the  h.ear-ts  oC  their  readers. 


(     237     ) 

timent,  that  the  convives  were  not  of  the 
mod  defpicable  clafs.  And,  what  would 
the  reader  fay,  were  I  to  tell  him  of  a  mem- 
ber of  Cono;refs,  who  wifhcd  to  fee  one  of 
thole  murderous  machines,  employed  for 
lopping  off  the  heads  of  the  French,  perma- 
nent in  the  State-Houfe  yard  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  ? 

If  thefe  men  of  blood  had  fucceeded  in 
plunging  us  into  a  war  :  if  they  had  once 
got  the  Iword  into  their  hands,  they  would 
have  mowed  us  down  like  ftubble.  The 
word  ariflocrat  v;ovi\d  have  been  employed 
to  as  good  account  here,  as  ever  it  has  beea 
in  France.  We  might  'ere  this,  have  ^t^n 
-our  places  of  wor{l:iip  turned  into  ftablesj 
-we  might  have  feen  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware, like  thofe  of  the  Loire,  covered  with 
human  carcafes,  and  its  waters  tinged  with 
blood  :  'ere  this  we  might  have  feen  our 
parents  butchered,  and  even  the  head  of 
cur  admired  and  beloved  Prefident  rolling 
on  a  fcaffold 

I  know  the  reader  will  ffart  back  with 
horror.  His  heart  v/ill  tell  him,  that  it  is 
impofilble.  Bur,  once  more,  let  him  look 
at  the  example  before  us.  The  man  who, 
in  1788,  fhould...have  predi6lfd  the  fate  of 
the  laft  humane  and  truly  patriotic  Louis, 
would  have  been  treated  as  a  wretch  or  & 
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■  madman       The  attacks   on   the   charafler 
and  condva  of  the  irreproachable  St 
ru'f     Z  u^r  ''  bold,  if  nor  bolderf  thfn 
::t  oe  which  led  to  the  downfal  of  the  un 
•-for  unate  French  Monarch.     His  impudent 
"mSTk'P'f  enenneshave  repTen  ed 
a  worth,  f"""^  ^"'^  r'-'-y  ^i^^  tf^^t  mark 
a  worthids  tyrant;  they  have  callied  him 
theoetrav-er  of  the  liberties  of  hfs  count  ^ 
and  ha.e  even  drawn  up  and  publifted.T: 
1:      I  5«^>'^»  againft  him  !     Can  it 
Jen,  be  imagined,  that,  had  they  poffeiTed 
the  power,    they   wanted   the  will   to   din 
the,r  hands  in  his  blood  ?  I  am  f d ly  affure^ 
that  thefe  wretches  do  not  make  a  hunJred 

he^namete ^°'  ^'^  ^'""^'^  °^  ^'^^  Unfon 
tne  nan,e  ofJVaJhtngton  is  as  dear  and  dearer 
.■to  all  good  men,  than   it  ever  was.     But 

hfm  f  T'"'^"'-"'^^  is  their  affeaion  o 
him,  of  what  avail  to  themfclves,  if  thev 
fuffer  h.m  to  be  thus  treated,  withou  mak 
ing  one  £ng!e  efxort  to  defea  the  pro  eft  of 
h,s  mtamous  traducers.^  It  is  noWr  mf 
to  diftate  the  method  of  doing  this  •  but 
iure  I  am,  that  had  t!>e  friendt  of  v'irai 
and  order  fhown  only  a  hundredth  pa  of 
the  zeann  the  caufe  of  their  own  cJun trv 

cau  e  of  r'"""  °^  ^°^^  '^^"^  ^^'•'^  in   the 
t^ule  of  I- ranee,  we  Ihould   not  now  have 

to.  lament  .the  exiflence  of  a  hardened  and 
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mpious  faaion,  whofe  deftruaive  princi- 
Dies,  if  not  timely  and  firmly  oppofed, 
inay  oneday  render  the  annals  of  America 
as  difgraceful  as  thofe  of  the  French  Re- 
volution. 
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